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THE  CHEMISTS'   AND  DRUGGISTS' 
DIARY,  1900. 

This  work  is  in  preparation,  and  will  be  put  to  press  next  month) 
so  that  we  may  have  it  delivered  to  all  our  colonial  and  foreign 
subscribers  before  Christmas,  as  well  as  to  our  home  subscribers 
early  in  December.  "We  wish  to  acquaint  advertising-firms  with 
the  fact,  because  hitherto  they  have  found  our  Diary  specially 
serviceable  for  the  insertion  of  announcements  which  will  speak 
to  the  trade  for  a  whole  year. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  advertisements  in  our  Diary 
should  be  made  comprehensive  and  explicit  statements  in  regard 
to  the  businesses,  goods,  or  specialities  of  the  advertisers.  First, 
because  the  Diary  always  contains  an  exceedingly  complete 
Buyers'  Guide,  in  which  is  specified  every  item  contained  in 
the  advertisements,  with  the  folios  of  the  advertisements  attached, 
so  that  buyers  may  refer  to  them  promptly  when  they  desire 
to  fill  orders.  In  the  second  place,  the  Diary  is  presented  to 
every  subscriber  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  whereby  it  has 
an  absolutely  unique  circle  of  readers,  and  is  brought  into  daily 
use  in  thousands  of  pharmacies  and  drug-establishments — whole- 
sale and  retail— throughout  the  world.  A  third  reason  why 
advertisers  should  not  miss  this  opportunity  for  furthering  their 
trade  interests  is  that  our  Diary  has  an  established  reputation- 
it  is  a  recognised  business  adjunct,  and  saves  the  users  an  immense 
amount  of  worry  by  presenting  them  with  lists  of  goods  in  one 
compact  desk-companion.  The  literary  contents  are  of  a  highly 
useful  order.  Above  all,  the  Diary  is  received  by  most  of  the  drug- 
establishments  in  the  British  Empire  and  the  best  houses  in 
countries  with  which  the  empire  has  business  relations. 

AVe  strongly  recommend  all  business  firms  to  communicate 
with  our  publisher,  42  Camion  Street,  London,  E.C.,  in  regard 
to  the  terms  for  advertisements,  and  he  informs  us  that  he  will 
afford  every  assistance  in  drafting  telling  announcements. 


Summary 


Licensed  Victuallers  object  to  "  medicated  -  wine 
licene*  s  "  (p  536). 

Mr  Mocice,  a  leading  Cape  Town  chemist,  died  on 
September  3  (p.  541). 

The  Monthly  Drug-sale  discussion  was  burked  at 
Thursday's  auctions  (p.  569). 

A  Book  on  Essential  Oils  by  Mr.  B.  J.  Parry  has  been 
published  this  week  (p.  560). 

A  Portrait  of  M.  Scheurer  Kestner  and  notes  on  his 
funeral  are  printed  on  p.  540 

Thefts  by  Assistants  are  getting  rather  common 
Another  is  reported  on  p.  536. 

Local-grown  Drugs  should  not  be  put  in  the  B.P.,  says 
the  Cape  Pharmacy  Boaid  (p.  541). 

The  Pelletier-Caventou  Monument  Committee  want 
a  few  English  subscriptions  (p.  558). 

Pharmaceutical  Volunteers  are  asked  to  respond  to 
a  request  made  by  one  of  them  on  p.  563. 

Citric  Acid  may  go  high  again,  for  a  juice-cornering 
syndicate  is  being  formed  in  Sicily  (p  555). 

A  Repeat-mixture  was  the  subject  of  some  curious 
questioning  at  an  inquest  in  Ryde  (p.  537). 

Numerous  Workhouse  Drug- contracts  have  been 
settled,  and  are  reported  on  pp.  538  and  539. 

"  Drug  "  comes  to  us  from  the  Cymric  "  drwg  "  and  the 
Irish  "droch,"  so  "Xtayser"  explains  on  p.  553. 

The  Exhibition  opened  at  Philadelphia  last  week  to 
encourage  American  export  trade  is  figured  on  p.  547. 

Spanish- juice  varies  considerably  in  quality,  as  is  sho  «n 
by  the  analytical  report  contributed  by  Mr.  Dowzard  (p.  561). 

Aletrin  is  an  occasionally- used  resinoid,  whose  prepara- 
tion and  uses  are  described  by  Mr.  Ough  in  a  note  on 
p  561. 

The  Ex-secretary  of  the  Federation  objects  to 
Blackburn's  strictures  on  the  work  done  at  Plymouth 
(p.  563). 

Poor-law  Dispensers  have  got  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  raise  the  maximum  of  their  salaries  to  1801. 
(p  536). 

The  Fulham  Dispensing-cases  grow  in  interest,  and 
we  have  obtained  some  fresh  information  regarding  them 
(p.  545). 

Budding  Pharmacists  get  some  advice  from  a  pessimist, 
who  throws  side-lights  on  pharmacy  as  it  is  practised 
(p.  552). 

An  Eastbourne  Doctor,  who  by  mistake  put  too  much 
liquor  strychninae  in  a  mixture,  and  was  sure  it  was  all 
right,  took  a  drink  of  it,  and  died  (p  536). 

Commercial  Education  for  pharmaceutical  students  is 
advocated  by  Professor  Remington  (p.  556),  and  hints  on  the 
matter  are  given  by  a  correspondent  (p.  564). 

Carbolic-fatalities  continue  uninterrupted  (p.  537), 
and  "  Xrayser  "  urges  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  speak 
out  boldly  about  the  matter  next  week  (p.  553). 

The  Magic-lantern  Season  affords  chemists  a  business 
opportunity.  A  contributor  gives  his  expsrience  (p.  543), 
and  we  add  some  comments  in  slide-making  (p.  557). 

Belladonna-plasters  as  sold  in  Canada  arc  again 
reported  upon  by  Mr.  T.  Macfarlane,  the  Government 
analyst.  We  reproduce  the  main  facts  and  the  analytical 
process  (p.  556). 

Business  in  the  chemical  and  drug  trade  continues  good' 
but  there  are  few  alterations  to  report  this  week.  Perman' 
ganate  of  potash  is  tending  higher,  so  is  cocaine,  but  quinine 
is  Id.  per  oz.  cheaper  (p.  567). 

Did  the  House  op  Lords'  Decision  in  1880  permit 
limited  companies  to  use  chemists'  titles  ?  Blackburn  wishes 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  test  the  matter  in  the  law- 
courts.    We  show  that  it  is  already  settled  (p.  554). 
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ttooal  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


School  of  Tropical  Medicine. 

The  winter  session  of  this  school,  which  has  recently  been 
established  in  London  in  connection  with  the  Seamen's 
Hospital,  will  o^ej  on  October  2,  and  the  inaugural 
address  to  students  and  others  will.be  delivered  by  Dr. 
Pa' rick  Manson.  A  travelling  scholarship  of  300/.  will  be 
offered  for  competition  to  students  of  the  school.  The 
laboratory  and  museum  will  be  open  daily,  and  clinical 
instruction  will  be  given  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Seamen's 
Hospital  Society,  in  connection  with  which  the  school  has 
been  established.  Lectures  on  tropical  medicine,  hygiene, 
and  surgery,  will  be  delivered  at  the  school. 

Poor-law  Dispensers'  Salaries. 

'I  he  Local  Government  Board  has  granted  the  petition  of 
the  Poor-law  Dispensers'  Association,  "  That  the  maximum 
obtainable  salary  of  a  Metropolitan  Poor-law  dispenser 
should  be  raised  from  the  present  limit,"  by  ordeiing  that 
in  cases  where  a  dispenser  has  obtained  the  present 
maximum,  140/.,  the  salary  may  be  increased  by  10Z.  every 
fourth  year  until  a  maximum  of  180/.  is  reached.  This 
result  is  due  largely  to  the  efforts  of  Messrs.  Jones,  of 
Poplar;  Spencer,  of  Marylebone  ;  Clark,  of  Paddington;  and 
Smith,  of  Lewisham,  the  officials  of  the  Association.  The 
first  Poor-law  Dispensers'  Association  was  founded  1880,  its 
officials  being  Mr.  Bmmett  (Chairman),  and  Messrs.  Jones  and 
Miller  (Secretaries).  This  Association  obtained  the  maximum 
of  140/.  from  the  L.G.B.  after  several  years'  persistent 
work.  The  present  Association  was  founded  in  1897,  Mr. 
Jones  now  being  Chairman,  Mr.  F.  N.  Clark  Vice-Ohairman, 
and  Mr.  Smith  Secretary.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Spencer, 
Marylebone,  caused  the  Poor  law  Officers' Association  to  take 
the  matter  up.  The  L.G  B.  at  first  refused  to  receive  a 
deputation  on  the  subject,  but  ultimately  Dr.  Down,  the 
Medical  Inspector  of  the  Board,  received  a  deputation  and 
with  the  result  mentioned. 

The  Assistant  and  the  Forceps. 

Afc  Maidstone  on  September  21,  Thomas  Hanks  (30),  a 
respectably  dressed  man,  who  had  been  assistant  to  Mr.  F. 
J.  Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stone  Street,  was  charged 
with  stealing  six  tooth-forceps,  value  31 ,  the  property  of  his 
master.  The  prosecutor  deposed  that  prisoner  was  with  him 
from  August  18  to  September  1.  He  had  not  been  satisfied 
with  his  credentials.  George  Moon,  apprentice  to  Mr.  Oliver, 
deposed  that  prisoner  as-ked  him  whether  Mr.  Oliver  extracted 
teeth,  and  witness  showed  him  twelve  forceps  in  a  drawer  in 
the  shop.  He  afterwards  discovered  that  six  of  them  were 
missing.  Prisoner,  when  arrested  at  Nottingham  (where  he 
had  been  in  Mr.  Fred  Coates's  employ  ment),  said :  "  The  charge 
is  not  quite  right ;  two  belong  to  me  and  the  other  four  to 
Mr.  Oliver."  Prisoner  pleaded  guilty,  and  Mr.  Ellis,  for  the 
defence,  said  the  accused  took  the  forceps  home  with  him  to 
extract  a  tooth,  and  when  his  bag  was  packed  the  forceps 
were  put  in  by  mistake  and  with  no  felonious  intent. 
Accused,  for  whom  it  was  pleaded  that  his  wife  and  children 
would  have  to  bear  the  disgrace,  was  bound  over  under  the 
First  Offenders  Act  in  the  sum  of  10/.  on  his  own  recogni- 
sance to  come  up  lor  judgment  if  called  upon. 

Varied  Occupations. 

Griffith  Jones,  described  as  a  lecturer,  of  no  home,  was 
charged  at  Lincoln,  on  September  19,  with  vagrancy.  He 
sought  assistance  from  a  local  clothing- establishment  as  a 
tailor's  cutter  ;  at  the  respective  residences  of  four  medical 
gentlemen  he  presented  himself  as  a  medical  man  down  on 
his  luck ;  he  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  post  as  manager  at  a 
local  grocer's,  stating  that  he  had  been  a  grocer  all  his  life  ; 
while  to  a  chemist  in  Bailgate  he  represented  that  he  was  a 
dispenser.  His  plausible  stories  resulted  in  a  little  financial 
assistance,  but  had  he  been  less  obviously  in  drink  they 
might  have  procured  him  much  greater  relief.    It  now  tran- 


spired that  he, had  come  out  of  prison  a  few  days  before, 
having  served  a  short  time  for  stealing  at  Horncastle.  He 
told  tbe  Lincoln  Magistrates  that  he  had  been  an  assistant 
to  a  medical  man  up  to  the  time  that  the  professional  regu- 
lations of  1897  precluded  an  unqualified  assistant  from  hold- 
ing such  a  post.  Seven  days  were  now  given  him  for  further 
reflection. 

Charge  of  Theft. 

At  Manchester,  on  September  26,  Stephen  Thompson  and 
Charles  Parry  pleaded  guilty  to  stealing  a  camera,  a  large 
quantity  of  scents,  fancy  scented  soaps,  and  other  articles 
from  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Woolley  &  Co.  (Limited), 
chemists,  Blackfriars  Street,  Manchester.  Other  charges 
were  preferred  against  the  prisoners,  who  were  remanded 
for  a  week. 

Licensed  Victuallers  on  Medicated  "Wines. 

At  the  half-yearly  conference  of  the  Council  of  Licensed 
Victuallers'  National  Defence  League  at  Yarmouth  on  Sep- 
tember 26,  the  increase  of  grocers'  licences  and  the  sale  of 
medicated  drinks  by  chemists,  was  discussed.  It  was  stated 
that  where  one  public-house  licence  was  dropped,  ten  new 
grocers'  licences  were  created.  The  magistrates  should  be 
empowered  by  Parliament  to  refuse  wine  and  spirit  licences 
to  grocers,  and  the  question  was  referred  to  the  council  with 
the  object  of  securing  legislation  on  the  subject. 

A  Mushroom  Expedition. 

At  the  Shepton  Mallet  Police  Court  on  September  26,  a 
gamekeeper  named  Cuff  was  fined  10s.  and  costs  for  assault- 
ing Mr.  Harris  Halstead  ;  and  Mr.  Arthur  Halstead,  chemist, 
and  brother  of  the  previous  complainant,  was  fined  5s.  and 
costs  for  assaulting  Cuff.  It  appeared  that  on  September  13 
the  brothers,  while  walking  to  Masbury,  had  picked  some 
mushrooms.  They  were  stopped  by  the  keeper,  who  de- 
manded the  mushrooms,  and  on  being  refused  he  assaulted 
Mr.  Harris  Halstead,  whose  brother  thereupon  threatened  to 
strike  Cuff  with  a  gun. 

The  Chemist's  Horse. 
At  Doncaster  on  September  18,  Henry  Shaw,  chemist, 
Market  Place,  and  Frederick  Kitchen,  a  youth  in  his  em 
ploy,  were  summoned  for  cruelty  to  a  horse,  the  latter  for 
working  it,  and  the  former  for  causing  it  to  be  worked.  The 
local  inspector  to  the  K.S.P.C.A.  deposed  that  on  Septem- 
ber 6  he  saw  Kitchen  driving  a  black  horse  belonging  to  Mr. 
Shaw,  which  was  lame  from  sprained  tendons.  In  his 
opinion  the  animal  was  totally  unfit  for  work.  The  defen- 
dant Shaw  said  the  horse  was  an  old  one,  but  the  work  it 
had  been  doing  had  been  very  light  indeed.  The  Magistrates 
fined  Shaw  10s.  and  costs ;  Kitchen  had  to  pay  the  costs 
only. 

A  DiBsensing  Error  Fatal  to  the  Dispenser.', 
At  an  inquiry  held  at  Eastbourne  on  September  26,  re- 
specting the  death  of  Dr.  John  Dick,  evidence  was  given  by 
a  Mrs.  Geer,  who  deposed  to  consulting  deceased  and  ob- 
taining from  him  a  bottle  of  medicine.  She  took  a  dose,  as 
directed,  in  water,  and  became  so  ill  afterwards  that  another 
doctor  had  to  be  called  in.  When  the  facts  were  stated  to 
Dr.  Dick  on  his  next  visit,  and  the  suggestion  made  to  him 
that  the  mixture  was  poisonous,  he  pooh-poohed  the  idea 
and,  to  show  that  it  was  harmless,  he  drank  twice  from  the 
bottle  himself.  Further  evidence  showed  that  by  the  time 
he  got  home  again  Dr.  Dick  was  seriously  ill,  and  although 
the  stomach-pump  was  promptly  used  and  several  doctors 
were  quickly  in  attendance,  deceased  died  next  morning. 
An  analysis  of  the  medicine  was  made  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Brown , 
chemist,  who  found  j  gr.  of  strychnine  in  each  tablespoonful. 
Mr.  Wheeler  Taylor  and  Dr.  Colgate,  who  attended  deceased 
and  made  a  post-mortem  examination,  were  quite  decided 
that  the  cause  of  death  was  strychnine-poisoning,  and  they 
gave  a  theory  as  to  how  the  strychnine  came  into  the  medi- 
cine. In  Dr.  Dick's  surgery  were  two  shelves.  On  the 
upper  shelf  was  a  bottlecontaining  chloroform- water,  while  on 
the  shelf  below  was  a  bottle  almost  identical  in  appearance,  con- 
taining a  solution  of  strychnine.  This  bottle  was  not  labelled 
"  Poison."  Dr.  Dick  himself  dispensed  Mrs.  Geer's  medicine. 
He  put  into  it,  as  he  believed,  tincture  of  steel,  infusion  of 
chiretta,  and  chloroform-water.    Fully  believing  that  he  had 
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given  her  a  harmless  remedy,  Dr.  Dick,  to  reassure  her,  took 
more  than  a  full  dose,  and  after  leaving  Mrs.  Geer's  house 
Dr.  Dick,  they  concluded,  became  aware  that  he  had  been 
poisoned,  and,  hurryiDg  home,  he  asked  for  effective  reme- 
dies. He  had  taken  |  gr.  of  strychnine —more  than  an 
ordinary  fatal  dose.  Dr.  Dick  assured  them  that  he  put  no 
strychnine  in  the  bottle,  but  he  also  told  them  that  he  had 
put  in  chloroform- water.  The  analysis,  however,  proved  that 
there  was  no  chloroform-water.  It  appeared  quite  evident 
that  he  had  mistaken  the  bottle  and  put  in  2  oz.  of  strych- 
nine solution  instead  of  2  oz.  of  chloroform-water. 

The  Coroner,  in  summing  up,  drew  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  strychnine  bottle  was  not  labelled  "  poison,"  and 
said  it  suggested  that  chemists  supplying  poisons  wholesale 
should  be  required  to  indicate  the  deadly  nature  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  bottle,  and  that  it  was  unfortunate  that  deceased 
did  not  make  more  distinction  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
bottles  in  his  surgery. 

The  Wrong  Agent. 

Bovril  (Limited)  recently  issued  a  circular  in  the 
Lewisham  district  advertising  "Virol,"  in  which  "Mr.  J.  F. 
Russell,  chemist  and  druggist,  10  Lewisham  Road,"  was 
mentioned  as  a  special  agent  for  "  Virol."  The  name  should 
have  been  Messrs.  Tugwell  &  Son,  6  and  8  Lewisham  Road, 
and  not  Dr.  J.  F.  Russell  who  never  was  an  agent  for  "  Virol." 
The  Company  have  now  advertised  a  disclaimer  stating  that 
"  the  printing  of  Dr.  Russell's  name  was  an  entire  mistake, 
in  respect  of  which  Bovril  (Limited)  have  already  tendered 
an  expression  of  regret  to  Dr.  Russell." 

An  Arbitration  Case. 

An  arbitration  in  connection  with  a  street-improvement 
scheme  in  Wakefield  was  opened  in  the  Wakefield  Town  Hall 
on  September  20.  The  claimants  were  the  trustees  of  the  late 
Mr.  James  Lawton,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  they  ask 
9,900J.  as  the  value  of  certain  property  belonging  to  them 
which  the  corporation  evidently  wish  to  acquire. 

V 

A  Marrow  Squeak 

On  September  22,  the  eight-year-old  son  of  a  Mr.  Heath,  of 
East  Ham,  drank  a  quantity  of  spirits  of  salts  from  a  bottle 
which  he  thought  contained  kola.  He  was  medically  treated 
and  eventually  recovered. 

A  "  Repeat  "-mixture. 

At  an  inquiry  held  at  Ryde  on  September  16,  concerning 
the  death  of  a  manied  woman  named  Alice  Reed,  living  at 
Cross  Street,  Oakfield,  evidence  was  given  by  an  aunt  of 
deceased  that  Mrs.  Reed,  who  had  recently  been  confined, 
became  worse  on  the  fifth  day,  and  Dr.  Preston  was  called  in. 
The  doctor  wrote  a  prescription  and  took  it  himself  to  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  chemist,  who  made  it  up.  In  a  few  days  deceased 
did  not  seem  to  be  improving,  and  the  doctor  gave  witness 
another  prescription  and  told  her  to  go  to  Mr.  Smith  for  the 
medicine.  Next  day  the  doctor  found  deceased  much  worse, 
and  when  he  was  shown  the  medicine  which  witness  had 
obtained  he  said,  "  That  is  not  the  medicine  I  ordered  at 
all. '  He  then  wrote  out  another  prescription  and  told 
witness  to  take  it  to  another  chemist.  The  medicine  was 
obtained  from  Mr.  Pollard  and  two  doses  were  given,  but 
deceased  died  the  following  day. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Ingleby  Mackenzie,  a  partner  of  Dr.  Preston, 
deposed  that  as  he  had  only  seen  deceased  once  he  could  not 
state  definitely  what  was  the  cause  of  death,  but  he  had 
Dr.  Preston's  opinion  that  it  was  a  case  of  milk-fever  and 
he  thought  that  might  be  the  cause.  Questioned  by  the 
foreman  of  the  jury,  witness  said  he  understood  that  the  first 
medicine  given  was  for  reducing  the  fever,  and  the  next  one 
was  a  tonic,  and  instead  of  repeating  the  tonic  the  chemist 
sent  her  the  first  fever-mixture. 

The  bottles  of  medicine  were  brought  in,  and  the  witness 
pointed  out  that  two  of  them  were  fever-mixture,  and 
one,  put  up  by  Mr.  Smith,  a  tonic,  and  another,  put  up  by 
Mr.  Pollard,  also  a  tonic. 

William  Smith,  chemist,  High  Street,  Ryde,  deposed  that 
on  September  5  he  dispensed  the  prescription  produced  for 
"  Mrs.  Reed,  of  Cross  Street,  Oakfield."  The  next  order  he 
received  for  "Mrs.  Reed,  Cross  Street,  Oakfield,"  was  on  Sep- 
tember 11.    This  order  was  "  repeat  mixture."    He  had  had 


only  one  prescription  for  "  Mrs.  Reed,  Cross  Street,  Oakfield," 
and  the  writing  was  that  of  Dr.  Preston.  He  dispensed  it, 
and  sent  it  to  the  address.  He  should  state,  however,  that 
on  September  8  he  had  a  prescription  from  Dr.  Preston  for 
"  Mrs.  Reed,  Eastfield,"  which  he  dispensed  at  the  time.  He 
thought  it  was  not  the  same  Mrs.  Reed,  and  he  repeated  the 
medicine  which  he  had  made  for  Mrs.  Reed  of  Cross  Street, 
Oakfield.    He  had  four  or  five  Mrs.  Reeds  on  his  books. 

A  juror  explained  to  the  Coroner  that  the  locality  in  which 
the  deceased  had  lived  was  known  indifferently  as  Cross 
Street,  Oakfield,  and  Eastfield,  but  it  was  really  all  the  same 
place. 

The  Coroner  asked  witness  if  he  thought  the  unfortunate 
alteration  in  the  medicine  would  have  had  any  effect  on  the 
deceased,  to  which  witness  replied  that  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  judge.  The  prescriptions  were  given  in  writing, 
and  he  produced  them  as  copied  in  his  book. 

The  police-superintendent  said  he  had  given  Mr.  Smith 
notice  to  bring  the  original  prescriptions.  Mr.  Smith  said 
they  were  accurately  copied  into  his  book. 

Dr.  Mackenzie  stated  his  partner  had  gone  away  for  three 
or  four  weeks,  but  he  did  not  think  Dr.  Preston  would  be 
able  to  add  much  more  to  the  evidence.  The  Coroner  agreed 
with  this,  and  pointed  out  that  it  was  possible  the  woman's 
illness  might  have  ended  fatally  whether  she  took  the  wrong 
medicine  or  not.  After  some  deliberation  the  jury  returned 
a  verdict  that  deceased  "  died  of  milk-fever,  and  that  her 
death  wa9  probably  accelerated  by  the  delivery  of  the  wrong 
medicine." 

Laudanum-poisoning. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  West  Hartlepool  on  September  19 
on  the  body  of  Ludwick  Emmerson,  a  compass-adjuster, 
who  died  after  having  taken  a  quantity  of  laudanum.  Mr. 
Frederick  Rawson,  chemist,  said  Emmerson  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  purchasing  small  quantities  of  laudanum  at  his  shop, 
and  on  September  16  he  served  deceased  with  1\  oz,  of  the 
drug.  Witness  cautioned  deceased,  who  signed  trie  poisons- 
book.  Deceased  was  apparently  annoyed  at  this,  and  said 
he  wanted  the  drug  for  business  purposes.  Two  bottles 
which  had  contained  laudanum  were  found  at  deceased's 
residence.  A  verdict  of  death  by  misadventure  was  re- 
turned. [Entry  of  the  sale  of  laudaaum  in  the  poisons-book 
is  unnecessary. — Ed.] 

Carbolic  Cases. 

Mr.  Willie  Hirst,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Huddersfield 
Oiicket  and  Athletic  Club,  and  a  well-known  man  in  athletic 
circles,  drank  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  on  September  25, 
and  died  in  a  short  time  afterwards. 

Last  week  the  body  of  a  master-mariner,  named  John 
Park  Smith,  of  Hull,  was  found  on  the  sands  near  Filey.  At 
the  inquest  held  on  September  21,  it  was  stated  the  loss  of 
his  ship  a  short  time  previously  had  preyed  on  his  mind, 
and  the  evidence  further  showed  that  death  was  due  to 
carbolic-poisoning. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Portsmouth  on  September  22  on  the 
body  of  a  oarman  name!  Antwistle,  evidence  was  given  that 
deceased  had  taken  carbolic  acid.  A  Coroner's  officer  found 
a  bottle  labelled  "  Carbolic  Acid — Poison "  between  the 
mattress  and  the  bedding  of  deceased's  bed.  Inquiries 
elicited  the  fact  that  the  man  had  purchased  a  bottle  of 
carbolic  acid  from  the  King's  Road  branch  pharmacy  of 
Messrs.  Timothy  White  &  Co.  (Limited). 

Charles  Samuel  Watts,  65  years  of  age,  a  ship's  watch- 
man at  Liverpool,  was  found  lying  dead  on  the  floor  of  his 
bedroom  on  September  22,  with  a  bottle  containing  a  quan- 
tity of  carbolic  acid  beside  him.  He  had  lately  suffered 
from  pains,  and  at  the  inquest  evidence  was  given  that 
deceased  had  purchased  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid,  which 
he  stated  was  wanted  for  disinfectant  purposes  He  was 
informed  that  it  was  a  dangerous  poi«on,  but  he  answeied 
that  he  had  had  it  before,  and  knew  perfectly  well  what  its 
nature  was. 

Mrs.  Fanny  Harsh  (44),  wife  of  a  jeweller's  manager,  re- 
siding at  King's  Heath,  Birmingham,  swallowed  a  quantity 
of  carbolic  acid  in  a  fit  of  depression  on  September  21.  She 
bought  the  poison  from  a  local  chemist,  and  the  assistant, 
Mr.  James  R.  Jewell,  stated  at  tbe  inquest  on  the  following 
day  that  she  informed  him  she  wanted  it  for  another  lady, 
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but  he  could  not  say  for  what  purpose.  The  jury,  in  return- 
ing the  usual  verdict,  expressed  th«  opinion  that  carbolic  acid 
should  be  scheduled  among  the  other  poisons. 

TJtie  Idris  Van-man  and  the  Lamp-post. 

At  South-west  London  Police  Court  on  September  23,  the 
Idris  Company  (Limited),  Camden  Town,  were  summoned 
by  the  Crystal  Palace  Gas  Company  for  "  unlawfully,  care- 
lessly, or  accidentally  breaking,  or  throwing  down  a  lamp- 
post, valued  at  19*.  6d."  The  facts  of  the  case,  which 
were  not  disputed,  were  that  a  van  belonging  to  the  defend- 
ants collided  accidentally  with  the  lamp- post,  and  brought 
it  to  the  ground.  It  was  not  denied  that  the  driver  did  his 
best  to  avert  the  collision.  For  the  defence  it  was  argued 
that  as  the  terms  of  Section  20  of  the  Gas  Clauses  Act, 
under  which  the  summonses  were  issued,  were  identical  with 
those  of  Section  207  of  the  Metropolis  Management  Act, 
and,  as  it  had  been  decided  in  a  previous  case  that  under 
the  latter  Act  an  employer  in  such  circumstances  could  not 
be  held  liable  for  the  negligence  or  carelessness  of  his 
servant,  so  in  the  present  case  the  same  decision  applied. 
It  was  contended  that  the  alternative  of  ncn-payment  of 
the  damages  claimed  would  be  imprisonment,  and  it  would 
be  contrary  to  the  law  that  a,  man  should  be  sent  to  prison 
for  the  acts  of  another.  The  prosecution  argued  that  in  this 
case  the  Magistrate  sat  as  assessor,  and  that  imprisonment 
in  default  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Act.  Mr.  Garrett 
(Magistrate)  thought  the  gas  company  would  have  a  clear 
case  in  a  civil  court  against  the  defendants,  but  the  defend- 
ants were  not  responsible  under  a  penal  section  in  a  criminal 
court.  He  dismissed  the  summons,  with  four  guineas  costs 
to  the  defendants. 

Licences  to  Chemists. 
Off  wine-licences  have  been  granted  to : — 

Mr.  Thos.  Griffiths  Hughes,  Bradley  Green 

Mr.  Walter  Furness,  Abbey  Street,  Accricgton. 

Mr.  Robert  Wm.  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Askew 
Road  West,  Gateshead. 

Mr.  John  Blackett  Foggitt,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
65  Market  Strt  et,  Colne. 

The  licence  held  by  Mrs.  Helen  Baorman,  trading  as  a 
chemist,  at  Richmond  House,  Malvern  Link,  has  been 
transferred  to  Mr.  Geo.  Arber,  Malvern.  An  off-wine  and 
spirit  licence  has  been  granted  to  Mrs.  Boorman,  for  premises 
at  Victoria  House,  Malvern  Link. 

Fire. 

A  fire  was  discovered  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Hornsey,  trading 
as  a  chemist  at  Bourne,  on  September  16.  The  flames  were 
soon  extinguished,  but  the  stock  was  practically  ruined. 

Drug-  contracts. 
The  following  workhouse -contracts  have  been  arranged  : — 

Bridgwater. — Messrs.    Hiokman    &    Son,    for  surgical 
appliances  and  medicines. 

Chard  Mr.  T.  F.  Barras,  Chard,  for  drugs. 

Grays — Mr.  A.  Dixon,  for  drugs. 

Halifax. — Messrs.  Pollard  &  Winter,  for  drysaltery.  The 
Board  of  Guardians  has  decided  that  in  future  the  drugs 
required  for  the  workhouse  shall  be  obtained  from  wholesale 
dealers  only. 

High  Wycombe. — Messrs.  Young  &  Coley,  High  Wycombe, 
for  cod-liver  oil,  quinine,  and  disinfectants. 

Holborn. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Holborn  Board  of  Guar- 
dians last  week  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  (Limited) 
offered  to  supply  surgical-instruments,  dressings,  and  sun- 
dries at  Messrs  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson's  prices,  less  a 
discount  of  12|  per  cent.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
contract  committee. 

Horsham. — Messrs.  Williams  &  Smith,  Horsham,  for  expen- 
sive medicines. 

Hull. — Mr.  F.  E.  Lambert,  for  drugs  to  the  Sculcoates 
Union. 

Marylebone. — Messrs.  T.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King, 
Bisbopsgate  Street  Without,  E  C,  for  drugs  to  the  amount 
pf  2892.  Js.    6£d. ;   Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co,, 


16  Coleman  Street,  E.C.,  for  druggists'  sundries,  value 
1102.  0s.  3d. 

Nottingham. — Mr.  J.  Wilford,  for  drugs,  at  the  amount 
tendered—  52.  8s.  3d. 

Portsmouth. — Mr.  Henry  W.  Blackadar,  chemist,  Kingston 
Road  and  Church  Road,  for  drugs. 

St.  Thomas  (Exeter).— Mr.  C.  H.  Bard,  chemist,  Exe 
Bridge,  for  10  gals,  of  cod-liver  oil,  at  6s.  9d.  per  gal. 

Stroud  (Kent). — The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited),  for 
carbolic  soap,  at  22s.  per  cwt.,  and  disinfecting-fluid,  at  9s 
per  dozen  bottles ;  Mr.  A.  B.  Acworth,  for  crushed  linseed, 
at  12s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Thame. — Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris,  for  disinfectant  soaps. 

West  Ashford  (Kent). — Mr.  Harvey,  of  Charing,  for  salt- 
petre, at  3d.  per  lb.  ;  arrowroot,  at  6d.  per  lb. ;  liDseed-meal, 
at  2d.  per  lb. ;  large  combs,  at  4s.  6d.  per  dozen ;  and  small- 
tooth  combs,  at  3s.  9d.  per  dozen. 

Wolverhampton. — Messrs.  J.  Richardson  &  Co.  (Limited), 
of  Leicester,  for  drugs  ;  Messrs.  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co., 
of  Birmingham,  for  carbolic  soap. 

Expensive  Medicines. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Glossop  Board  of  Guardians  on 
September  20,  a  communication  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  recommending  that  in  future  the  Guardians  should 
contract  for  the  supply  of  expensive  drugs  and  medicines 
for  the  workhouse  was  considered.  The  medical  officer, 
who  has  hitherto  supplied  the  drugs  and  medicines,  stated 
that  daring  the  past  year  the  charges  for  medicines  and 
appliances  were  betwepn  25Z  and  302.,  and  he  had  to  pay 
this  out  of  a  salary  of  502.  Before  coming  to  a  decision  the 
meeting  resolved  to  ascertain  what  course  was  followed  by 
other  Boards  in  the  district. 

Channel  Island  Items. 

Trade- marks  have  been  registered  in  Jersey  by  the  "Com- 
pagnie  Fermiere  de  l'Etablissement  Thermal  de  Vichy," 
Paris,  and  Messrs.  Stephen  Smith  &  Co.  (Limited),  London. 

On  September  20  and  21  the  stock-in-trade  and  house- 
hold furniture  of  Mr  H  Ereaut,  chemist  and  druggist, 
16  Val  Plaisant,  St.  Heliers,  were  sold  by  auction,  under 
instructions  received  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Ereaut.  The  sale  was 
in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  Mr.  H.  Ereaut  to  any  longer 
manage  the  business,  as  his  condition  has  caused  his 
friends  to  place  him  in  a  lunatic-asylum. 

Guernsey,  says  the  Evening  Press  of  that  island,  is  now 
the  proud  possessor  of  a  fully-qualified  lady  doctor,  Miss 
Le  Pelley,  who  is  practising  in  St.  Peter-in- the- Wood.  Miss 
Le  Pelley  has  just  returned  from  London  with  all  the  neces- 
sary diploroas,  and,  being  a  native,  is  free  to  practise  with- 
out the  permit  sion  of  the  Royal  Court. 

Analyst's  Fees. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Maidstone  Urban  District  Council  on 
September  20,  Mr.  Foster  Clarke,  manufacturer  of  Eiffel 
Tower  lemonade-powder,  inquired  how  often  the  town  water 
had  been  analysed  for  1202.  The  Town  Clerk  replied  that 
the  anal»i-es  of  food  and  drugs  in  1896  cost  212.  ;  in  1896, 
122.  Is.  6d. ;  in  1897.  482.  3s.  6d  ;  in  1898,  292.  8s.  ;  and  in 
1899,  212  7s.  6d.  For  analysing  the  public  water  the 
analyst,  Mr.  Adams,  was  piid  132.  13s  in  1895 ;  212.  in 
1896;  172.  17s.  in  1897;  2612.  in  1898  (the  year  of  the 
typhoid  fever  epidemic);  and  1662.  Is.  9d.  in  1899.  The 
analyses  of  other  waters  cost  92  9s.  in  1895 ;  52.  5s.  in 
1896  ;  142.  3s.  M.  in  1897 ;  132.  13s.  in  1898 ;  and  82.  8s.  in 
1899. 

"A  Horrible  Stench." 

It  was  for  creating  this  by  boiling  fat  in  a  factory  with 
open  doors  that  Mr.  Fordham,  at  the  North  London  Police 
Court  on  September  26,  fined  the  Sheppy  Glue  and  Ohemical 
Works  (Limited)  and  Messrs.  Stevens  &  Sons,  34  Mark  Lane, 
and  of  Whitepost  Lane,  42.  and  25s.  costs.  The  district  in 
which  the  offence  happened  was  admitted  to  be  not  over 
salubrious,  but  the  month  was  August,  and  the  Public  Health 
(London)  Act  gave  the  authorities  their  opportunity. 


Pbofessoe  :  "  What  happens  when  a  man's  temperature 
goes  down  as  far  as  it  can  go  ? "  Smart  Student :  "  He  has 
cold  feet,  sir." 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor- 


Evening  meetings. 
In  connection  with  the  evening  meetings  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland,  a  circular  has  been  issued  to  the 
members  inviting  contributions  upon  subjects  of  pharma- 
ceutical interest.  Mr.  Henry  O'Connor,  M.P.S.1 ,  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  is  again  acting  as  Hon.  Secretary,  and 
communications  should  be  addressed  to  him. 

Council  Vacancy. 

For  the  vacancy  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  caused 
by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Kobert  Spence,  Oastleblayney,  the 
following  candidates  have  been  put  forward  : — Mr.  William 
Jameson,  associate  druggist,  4  Townhall  Street,  Belfast,  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  William  Doig,  associate  druggist,  seconded  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hardy,  M.P.S.I.;  and  Mr.  P.  N.  White,  J.P., 
M.P.S.L,  19  Castle  Street,  Sligo,  proposed  by  Mr.  Henry 
Boyers,  M.P.S  I.,  seconded  by  the  President. 

The  Society's  Annual  Meeting. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on 
October  2,  the  following  motion  will  be  proposed  by  Mr. 
Patrick  Kelly  :— 

That  it  is  desirable  that  a  library  on  a  practical  basis  be  estab- 
lished, available  to  members,  associate  druggists,  and  students  of 
schools  of  botany,  materia  medica,  and  chemistry,  and  that  books 
considered  necessary  for  reference  be  added  to  the  present  stock, 
and  a  printed  catalogue  of  same  be  provided. 

The  dinner  on  Tuesday  evening  promises  to  be  very 
successful,  more  than  fifty  gentlemen  having  promised  to 
attend.    It  is  to  be  held  in  the  Gresham  Hotel. 

Carbolic  Fatalities. 

At  Dublin  on  September  21,  an  inquest  was  held  regarding 
the  death  of  a  woman  named  FitzPatrick,  who  died  on  the 
previous  day  from  the  effects  of  carbolic-acid  poisoning. 
Deceased  had  been  tippliDg,  and  drank  a  lotion  of  carbolic 
acid  and  corrosive  sublimate,  thinking  it  was  whisky. 

Nugent,  the  Omagh  farmer  who  unwittingly  gave  two 
neighbours,  MacShane  and  Lenagh,  a  drink  from  a  bottle 
of  carbolic  acid  in  mistake  for  whisky,  appeared  at  the 
Keady  Petty  Sessions  on  September  18  charged  with  the 
manslaughter  of  Lenagh.  Mr.  Wm.  Orr,  druggist,  Armagh, 
deposed  to  selling  accused  half  a  pint  of  carbolic  acid. 
Accused  was  quite  sober  and  told  witness  that  the  stuff  was 
for  use  on  a  horse.  The  bottle  produced  was  the  same  one, 
and  about  a  glass  of  the  acid  had  been  taken.  In  reply  to 
the  court,  witness  stated  that  25  or  30  drops  would  be  a 
fatal  dose  to  a  man.  Evidence  having  been  given  that  the 
accused  was  drunk,  the  case  was  dismissed.  A  similar 
charge  against  the  accused  for  the  manslaughter  of 
MacShane  was  also  dismissed. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  S.  V.  O'Connor,  L.P.S.I.,  is  about  to  start  a  medical 
hall  at  36  North  Main  Street,  Wexford. 

Mr.  Robert  White,  registered  druggist,  Lower  Camden 
Street,  Dublin,  has  acquired  an  additional  establishment  in 
the  same  street. 

Messrs.  Boyd  &  Goodwin,  chemists  and  druggists,  Merrion 
Row,  Dublin,  are  rebuilding  the  front  of  their  shop  and  ex- 
tending the  premises  generally. 

Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.  (Limited),  wholesale  chemists 
and  druggists,  Corporation  Street,  Belfast,  have  opened  a 
branch-establishment  at  Glover's  Alley,  Stephen's  Green, 
Dublin. 

Typhoid  in  Dublin. 

During  the  last  ten  days  an  alarming  outbreak  of  typhoid 
fever  has  occurred  in  Dublin.  Amongst  the  greatest  sufferers 
are  the  local  police  and  constabulary.  Some  deaths  in  con- 
nection have  already  taken  place,  and  the  malady  seems  to 


be  on  the  increase.  Sir  Charles  Cameron  has  prepared  a 
scheme  for  the  establishment  of  fever-hospitals  in  Dublin 
and  its  environs.  A  public  meeting  in  reference  to  the 
matter  was  held  last  week,  and  steps  were  taken  to  put 
the  matter  into  working  order. 

A  Disputed  Contract. 

In  the  Recorder's  Court,  Belfast,  on  September  21,  Thomas 
Adams,  painter  and  decorator,  brought  a  civil  bill-action 
against  Mr  Robert  Smith,  druggist,  Newtownards  Road,  to 
recover  221.  2s  for  work  and  labour  done.  The  defendant 
counterclaimed  151.  from  the  plaintiff.  After  evidence,  it 
was  decided  to  adjourn  the  matter  until  an  expert  painter 
has  inspected  the  work  in  dispute. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  following  tenders  for  medicine  were  considered 
b?  the  Ennis  Guardians  last  week : — Mrs.  Seymour,  Ennis, 
35  per  cent,  off  list-piice  ;  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug 
Company  and  Messrs.  John  Claike  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast, 
each  50  per  cent.  ;  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin,  25  per  cent  ; 
and  Leslie  &  Co.,  Dublin,  52  per  cent.  The  lowest  tender 
was  accepted.  The  tender  of  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.  for 
medical  and  surgical  requisites  was  also  accepted. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Crowley,  L.P.S.I.,  Tralee,  is  to  supply  the 
Killarney  Union  with  medicines  at  35  par  cent,  discount 
from  list-price. 

Variegated  Glory. 

In  the  Qaeen's  Bench  Division,  Dublin,  last  week,  a  lady 
named  Steele,  residing  on  Waterloo  Road,  brought  an  action 
against  Mr.  George  Lucas,  perfumer  and  hair-dyer,  Suffolk 
Street,  Dublin,  to  recover  damages  for  alleged  unskilful 
treatment  in  dyeing  her  hair.  The  plaintiff's  affidavit  was 
that  her  hair  was  changed  during  the  operation  from  its 
natural  colour  to  a  "red-brown"  and  various  other  shades, 
and  that  when  she  protested  against  such  tampering  she 
was  told  to  call  again,  which  she  did  with  no  better  results, 
her  hair  being  ruined.  Defendant  pleaded  that  plaintiff's 
hair  was  in  a  bad  way,  owing  to  the  excessive  use  by  her  of 
peroxide  of  hydrogen,  and  that  the  dye  used  by  him  was 
judiciously  and  skilfully  applied,  and  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances should  have  been  successful  in  its  results.  The  case 
excited  much  mirth  in  court ;  the  Judge  observed  that  the 
hair  was  "  the  glory  of  woman  and  the  pride  of  man."  The 
cise  was  remitted  to  the  lower  Courts  for  trial. 

Poor-law  Drugs. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Banbridge  (co. 
Down)  Union  on  September  25,  Dr.  Rowan,  medical  officer 
of  the  Ballyward  dispensary  district,  remarked,  regarding 
the  explanation  of  the  contractor  for  medicines  in  reference 
to  some  drugs  sent  for  analysis,  that  if  he  did  not  copy  the 
exact  description  of  a  certain  drug  in  the  list  he  gave  the 
list-number,  and  the  price  opposite  that  number  was  charged 
for  the  drug.  If  there  was  anything  wrong  in  the  order  the 
contractor  should  have  informed  him  before  supplying  it,  and 
if  the  article  had  been  right  he  would  have  retained  it  for 
use,  and  not  have  sent  it  for  analysis.  The  Board  of  Guard  ians 
ordered  that  the  medicine  should  be  returned  to  the  con- 
tractor, and  the  doctor's  letter  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

The  Omagh  Analyst. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Omagh  Board  of  Guardians  on  Sep- 
tember 23,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Ireland  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  S.  V. 
O'Connor  as  analyse  for  the  Union.  The  L.G.B.  stated  that 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  duties  devolving  on  him 
they  required,  in  the  case  of  a  person  other  than  a  public 
analyst,  educational  attainments  equivalent  to  those  pos- 
sessed by  fellows  or  associates  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry. 
It  was  decided  to  send  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  O'Connor. 


The  Good  Point  about  our  "  Practical  Methods  of 
Urine-analysis "  is  that  it  is  exactly  what  those  who  have 
not  hitherto  paid  attention  to  the  subject  want  to  know. 
Men  of  extended  experience  require  a  completer  book,  but  the 
beginner  may  leave  the  exhaustive  manual  to  the  expert  and 
begin  with  our  Is.  Qd.  book. 
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Local  netvspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Reported  Carbolic-suicide. 

It  is  supposed  that  Mr.  M.  D.  Martin,  for  fifteen  years 
burgh- survey  or  for  Burntisland,  who  died  on  September  24, 
committed  suicide  by  drinking  carbolic  acid. 

Copper  Sulphate  Booming. 

The  chemical -industry  at  Irvine  is  busier  just  now  than  it 
has  been  at  any  time  during  the  past  two  years.  In  the 
works  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Henderson  &  Co.  (Limited)  a  large 
quantity  of  new  plant  has  been  laid  down  in  connection 
with  what  is  known  as  the  "  copper-work,"  and  this  depart- 
ment is  now  running  full  time. 


jfrencb  flews, 

(From,  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

M.  Benjamin  Raspail,  son  of  the  well-known  savant, 
died  at  Arcueil,  near  Paris,  a  few  dajs  ago. 

The  new  Institute  of  Biological  Chemistey,  facing 
the  Paris  Pasteur  Institute,  is  bow  completed  so  far  as  the 
exterior  is  concerned.  It  affects  the  same  Louis  XIII.  style 
as  the  older  Institute — steep  slated  roof,  red  brick,  and  white 
stone  facings.  On  the  front  is  engraved  :  "  Institut  Pasteur, 
Chimie  biologique.  Fondation  Baronne  M.  de  Hirsch." 
Baroness  Hirsch  gave  80.000Z.  to  erect  and  endow  it. 

France  and  the  Plague. — The  Breton  fishermen  go  as 
far  as  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  often  buy  their 
bait  in  these  latter  countries,  where  it  is  somewhat  cheaper 
than  in  France.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  issued  a 
circular  to  all  the  ports  in  the  Morbihan  department,  express- 
ing the  hope  that  the  proprietors  of  fishing-boats  will  buy 
all  bait  in  France,  and  not  allow  their  men  to  land  on  the 
coasts  of  the  Peninsula,  so  as  to  avoid  all  chance  of  infec- 
tion. The  Bretons  have  no  great  reputation  for  cleanliness 
and  hygiene,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  hint  will  be  acted 
upon  in  the  interests  of  France. 

A  New  Gout  Theory. — Dr.  Gaube  (of  the  Gers  depart- 
ment) communicated  a  paper  to  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  on  his  demineralisation  theory.  Each 
kind  of  rheumatism,  he  says,  has  its  own  form  of  deminerali- 
sation. In  rheumatic  gout  the  fibrous  tissue  is  the  most 
demiceralised ;  in  chronic  rheumatism  the  blood  serum  is 
demineralised.  In  articular  rheumatism  soda  predominates, 
and  the  proportion  of  magnesia  is  81  per  cent,  less  than 
usual ;  in  rheumatic  gout  potash  exceeds  soda  by  7  per  cent. ; 
in  muscular  rheumatism  there  is  66  per  cent,  less  phosphoric 
acid  than  the  normal  amount.  He  gave  a  long  and  detailed 
description  of  the  manner  in  which  "  remineralisation  "  can 
be  carried  out.  Roughly  speaking,  the  urine  should  be  care- 
fully and  frequently  analysed,  and  a  calculation  made  as  to 
the  amount  of  "mineral"  to  be  administered. 

M.  G.  Massol,  the  new  director  of  the  Montpellier 
Superior  School  of  Pharmacy,  is  42  years  of  age.  He  is  a 
nitive  of  Montpellier,  and  studied  at  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy, obtaining  two  gold  medals  and  a  silver  one  before 
he  was  20  years  of  age.  In  1877  he  entered  as  assistant 
preparator,  in  1879  he  was  appointed  preparatorof  chemistry, 
and  in  1881  of  physics.  He  became  assistant  professor  in 
1883,  and  titulary  professor  of  physics  in  1893  He  took  his 
degree  as  first-class  pharmacist  in  1880,  and  in  1893  as 
Sc.D.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chemical  Society  of  Paris,  and 
amongst  other  distinctions  is  "  an  honorary  member  of  the 
London  Society  of  Biological  Chemistry  and  of  the  Brixton 
School  of  Pharmacy."  [We  have  not  heard  of  this  before  as 
a  distinction. — Ed.]  Professor  Massol  is  well  known  and 
popular  at  Montpellier,  where  he  takes  an  active  part  in  the 
management  of  local  charities,  and  he  is  looked  upon  as 
a  man  who  will  uphold  the  interests  of  the  local  retail 
pharmacists. 


The  British  Association's  trip  to  Boulogne  was 
favoured  by  smoother  seas  than  the  French  savants'  Dover 
outing.  As  Sir  Michael  Foster  put  it  in  his  speech  at  the 
Casino  banquet,  Britannia's  boasted  rule  over  the  waves  had 
not  been  sufficient  to  ensure  their  Boulogne  friends  a  smooth 
passage  to  Dover,  but  their  French  hosts  had  only  to  express 
a  wish  that  smoother  seas  should  be  the  lot  of  their  English 
guests,  and  it  was  so.  The  Salle  des  Fetes  at  the  Casino 
was  richly  and  handsomely  decorated,  and  the  Preiet  of  the 
department,  the  Sous-Prefet  of  Boulogne,  and  other  officials 
were  present  to  do  honour  to  Sir  Michael  Foster,  Lord  Lister 
("the  EDglish  Pasteur,"  the  Boulogne  paper  styles  him),  and 
their  other  distinguished  guests.  The  English  custom  of 
admitting  ladie3  to  the  banquet  at  Dover  was  followed  at 
Boulogne,  and  both  Frenchwomen  and  Englishwomen 
graced  the  festal  board.  Dr.  Aigre,  Mayor  of  Boulogne,  who 
wore  for  the  first  time  the  coveted  ribbon  of  the  Legion  of 
Honour  (conferred  upon  him  that  very  morning),  coupled 
the  names  of  Queen  Victoria  and  President  Loubet  in  the 
opening  toast,  and  M.  Bayet,  delegate  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, said  that  the  "  great  example  given  by  the  notabilities 
of  the  English  scientific  world  to  the  younger  generation 
could  not  fail  to  bring  them  closer  to  the  ideal  of  truth  and 
justice,  which  ought  to  be  the  constant  aim  of  citizens  of 
free  countries."  Sir  Michael  Foster's  clever  and  humorous 
speech  also  created  much  applause  and  frequent  laughter, 
and  the  whole  affair  was  voted  a  complete  success. 

M.  Scheurer-Kestner's  funeral  at  Paris  took  place  on 
September  25.  The  cortege  left  the  deceased  Senator's  house 
in  the  Rue  Pierre- Charron  at  2  30  p.m.,  but  as  early  as  one 
o'clock  the  crowd  was  so  great  as  to  render  police  regulation 
necessary.  The  only  wreaths  placed  on  the  hearse  itself 
were  those  of  the  Alsace-Lorrainers,  the  Senate,  and  the  family. 

On  the   two- horse    car  that  _  „.  ^ 

followed  might  be  noticed  a  f 
wreath  of  roses,  pansies,  and  /  J.  %v 


orchids,  simply  inscribed 
"Monsieur  Scheurer-Kestner; 
infinite  gratitude;  Alfred  Drey- 
fus." "The  Prince  de  Monaco 
a  Scheurer-Kestner,  un  brave 
homme,"  was  another;  while 
on  Sarah  Bernhardt's  wreath 
was  written  "  Honour  to 
Scheurer-Kestner,  the  apostle 
of  truth."  MM.  Fallieres, 
Ranc,  Siegfried  (Senators), and 
Brisson  (ex-Prime  Minister) 
held  the  cordons  of  the  pall, 
and  M.  Marcellin  Pellet,  M. 
Scheurer-Kestner's  son-in-law, 
was  chief  mourner.     A  dele- 


gation of  the  Senate,  two  m.  Scheurer-Kestner. 
Ministers  of  State,  M.  Mathieu  , 
Dreyfus,  and  others,  followed.  At  the  Eastern  Railway  station, 
whence  the  body  was  conveyed  to  Thann  (aJsace)for  burial, 
the  last  farewells  were  pronounced  by  MM.  Ranc,  Ratier 
Rene  Renou,  and  Siegfried.  The  last  touched  a  patriotic 
coord  in  bis  references  to  Alsace,  of  which  province  Scheurer- 
Kestner  was  tbe  last  representative  in  the  French  Parliament, 
and,  speaking  of  the  Dreyfus  revisionist  movement,. said  that 
Scheurer-Kestner  "  brought  to  the  defence  of  the  cause  to 
which  he  devoted  himself  all  the  qualities  which  distinguish 
alike  the  savant  and  the  man  of  action — invincible  straight- 
forwardness, the  spirit  of  justice,  devotion,  abnegation, 
amounting  to  self-sacrifice."  i'he  burial  took  place  at  Thann 
on  September  26.  MM.  Albert  and  Jules  Scheurer-Kestner 
(brothers  of  the  deceased),  M.  Pellet,  MM.  Jacques  and  Leon 
Dreyfus,  and  a  large  following  of  French  and  Alsatian 
mourners  were  present.  Funeral  orations  were  pronounced 
at  the  cemetery  by  MM.  Bock,  for  the  Industrial  Society  of 
Mulhouse  ;  Kolb,  for  chemical  industries  in  general ;  Charles 
Lauth,  for  the  Parisian  Chemical  Society;  andMeunier-Dollfus, 
for  the  employes  and  workmen  of  the  firm. 


Prickly- pear  Oil,  it  is  said,  is  being  manufactured  in 
New  South  Wales  by  a  patented  process  which  deprives  the 
prickly  pear  of  its  spines,  and  leaves  a  residue  in  cake-form 
of  great  value  for  feeding  stock. 
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{From  our  Correspondents.) 

Medical  Legislation  foe  Natal. — In  the  annual 
Teport  of  the  Pie termaritz burg  branch  of  the  South  African 
Medical  Association  it  is  stated  that  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment the  Medical  Amendment  Bill  before  the  Assembly 
was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  for  inquiry.  The  views 
of  the  Association  were  placed  before  the  committee,  which 
recommended  that  the  Bill  be  dropped,  and  a  comprehensive 
Amendment  Bill,  dealing  with  medical,  dental,  veterinary, 
and  druggists'  affairs  be  framed  for  the  coming  session. 
Such  a  Bill,  it  is  believed,  is  now  in  course  of  preparation. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Addendum  — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Colonial  Medical  Council  at  Cape  Town  on  August  4,  a  letter 
■was  read  from  the  Pharmacy  Board  in  reply  to  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Council  suggesting  the  appointment  of  a  sub- 
committee to  consider  the  proposed  Indian  and  Colonial 
Addendum  to  the  B.P.   The  letter  stated  that :  — 

The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  in  the  compiling  of  an  Imperial 
Pharmacopoeia  the  use  of  local-grown  drugs  of  similar  medicinal 
properties  to  those  already  in  the  pharmacopoeia  should  not  be 
sanctioned,  as  if  it  were  there  would  be  no  certainty  that  pre- 
scriptions would  be  compiled  with  the  same  medicines  in  all  parts. 
Moreover,  the  Board  considers  that  the  reason  given  for  the 
required  insertion  in  a  national  Pharmacopoeia  of  such  drugs  as 
"  andrographis  "  is  sufficient  to  condemn  the  suggestion,  it  being 
■considered  that  the  question  of  the  cost  of  drugs  should  not 
influence  the  compilation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  if  the  medical 
properties  are  assured.  There  are  many  South  African  drugs  of 
■considerable  local  use  amongst  residents,  but  the  insertion  in  any 
imperial  Pharmacopoeia  of  drugs  with  a  purely  local  use  would 
increase  its  bulk  unnecessarily  and  lessen  its  general  value. 

The  President  thought  this  a  very  curious  position  for  the 
Board  to  take  up,  and  the  Council  ultimately  left  it  for  tbe 
President  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  to 
show  them  the  error  of  their  ways. 

Death  of  a  well-known  Cape  Pharmacist. — The 
sudden  death  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Mocke,  chemist,  and  Deputy- 
Mayor  of  Cape  Town,  caused  a  painful  sensation  in  the 
•colonial  capital  on  September  3.;  Mr.  Mocke  had  suffered 
from  heart-disease,  bat  no  grave  results  were  anticipated, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  day  named  he  rose  as  usual.  An 
hour  afterwards  he  was  found  dead  sitting  up  in  his  bath. 
Medical  aid  was  at  once  obtained,  but  it  was  of  no  avail. 
Mr.  Mocke  was  born  in  Cape  Town  in  1848.  Early  in  life  he 
became  a  partner  in  the  Aim  of  Wentzel  &  Schleswig, 
chemists,  of  Adderley  Street.  Subsequently  he  took  over 
the  business  of  Messrs.  Eggers  &  Iforcke,  in  Plein  Street,  and 
shortly  afterwards  that  of  Messrs.  Peeler  &  Sons.  Later, 
after  a  trip  to  Europe,  he  opened  a  business  in  Caledon  Street, 
where  he  was  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr. 
Mocke  became  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  some  fourteen 
years  ago,  and  in  due  course  was  elected  Mayor.  He  was 
Deputy- Mayor  on  two  or  three  occasions,  and  held  that  post 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  held  other  public  offices,  and 
was  a  captain  in  the  Cape  Garrison  Artillery.  The  funeral 
was  accorded  official  and  military  honours,  the  Mayor  and 
Town  Council  forming  part  of  the  cortege.  A  number  of 
members  of  the  Oape  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  also 
present,  and  amongst  the  wreaths  was  one  from  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Schreiner,  the  Cape  Premier,  who  also  sent  a  representa- 
tive. 

The  Cape  Pharmacy  Bill  before  Parliament. — 
The  Upper  House  of  the  Cape  Legislature  resumed  its  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  on  August  31  There  was  a  prolonged 
discussion  on  Clause  9  (penalty  for  neglecting  precautions  on 
the  part  of  raid  wives),  but  eventually  the  clause  was  agreed  to. 
The  Council  proceeded  with  the  debate  on  September  4, 
when  Clause  12  (which  threw  on  a  person  accused  of  wrong- 
fully practising  medicine  the  onus  of  proof  that  he  did  not 
receive  payment  or  valuable  consideration)  was  objected  to 
and  finally  expunged  from  the  Bill.  Oa  Clause  17  (patent 
medicines  containing  poisonous  drugs  or  substances  shall 
bear  on  the  bottle  or  package  a  statement  to  that  effect), 
objection  was  taken  by  Mr.  Dolley,  who  thought  this  clause 
would  have  a  bad  effect  in  rural  district?  where  many  people 
would  not  take  anything  labelled  '  Poison."  Mr.  Wilmot 
added  that  the  English  word  "  Poison  "  was  not  well  under- 
stood by  the  Dutch  people.    Mr,  Pretorius  also  objected  to 


the  word  being  written  on  medicines.  Sir  H.  Stockenstre  m 
asked  why  Duich  medicines  weie  excluded  from  the  BUI, 
and  was  reminded  by  Mr.  Schreiner  that  they  were  already 
excluded  by  the  Act  of  1891.  The  Bill  thereupon  passed 
through  Committee,  was  reported  with  amendments  (which 
were  agreed  to),  read  a  third  time,  *nd  passed.  On 
September  5,  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  the  Speaker 
announced  the  receipt  of  a  message  from  the  Legislative 
Council  (Upper  House)  transmitting  tbe  Medical  and  Phar- 
macy Act  Amendment  Bill,  with  amendments.  The  amend- 
ments were  adopted.  Our  cabled  report  of  the  final  passing 
of  the  Bill  will  be  found  in  the  C.  $  D.  for  September  23, 
page  510. 


Colonial  arid  foreign  IRews. 


Women  Doctors. — Amongst  1,181  medical  students  in 
the  Swiss  colleges  last  term  346  were  females.  Of  these  only 
25  were  Swiss. 

Tariff-changes —The  Government  of  Zanzibar  has  im- 
posed a  new  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  imports  with  the 
exception  of  coin*,  coal,  ivory,  rubber,  and  tortoieeshell. 

Dragendoeff  Monument. — Professor  W.  A.  Tichomirow, 
of  Moscow,  has  apppaled  to  Russian  pharmacists  to  honour 
tbe  memory  of  Professor  Dragendorff  by  the  erection  of  a 
monument. 

Serious  Explosion  in  Moscow. — A  fire  broke  out  at 
Moscow  on  September  25  in  a  druggist's  shop,  causing  an 
explosion.  Twenty-six  persons,  including  sixteen  firemen, 
were  seriously  injured. 

The  Indigo-crop. — It  is  thought  in  Calcutta  that  owing 
to  the  change  in  the  prospects  of  the  indigo  outturn  prices 
will  eventually  rule  from  30r.  to  50r.  over  those  of  last 
year — which  is  somewhat  consoling  to  the  flooded-out  planter. 

The  New  Warner  Building,  which  Messrs.  Wm.  R. 
Warner  &  Co.,  Pniladelphia,  are  erecting  in  the  plaoe  of  the 
one  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  some  months  ago,  is  to  be 
a  handsome  pile  of  eight  storeys,  and  is  to  be  as  fireproof  as 
they  can  make  it. 

Condensed- milk  Frauds. — On  the  application  of  the 
New  York  Condensed-milk  Company,  a  large  seizure  has 
been  made  at  Hong-Kong  of  the  "  Eagle  ''-brand  condeased 
milk  bearing  fraudulent  labels,  and  several  large  shop- 
keepers ha7e  been  heavily  fined. 

Good  to  their  Workers. — The  Chemische  Fabrik,  in 
Radebeul  (formerly  Von  Heyden),  lately  commemorated 
their  twenty- five  Tears' existence,  and  on  the  occasion  esta- 
blished a  fund  of  100,000m,,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  workpeople. 

German  Association  of  Science. — The  annual  meet  in  x 
of  German  scientist  was  held  at  Munich  on  September  18 
Dr.  F.  Nansen  spoke  of  the  scientific  results  of  his  Po'ar 
expedition,  In  the  pharmacy  section,  Apotheker  Dr.  von 
Pieverling  spoke  on  mercuric-cyanide  pastilles. 

Analytical  Control  in  Italy. — A  private  institution 
in  Genoa,  which,  however,  has  the  support  of  the  Italian 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  has  been  established  for  the  perma- 
nent control  of  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  preparations 
and  specialities  For  a  certain  sum  the  articles  are  analysed 
and  branded  with  a  guarantee  of  genuineness. 

A  New  Iodine-spring. — While  boring  for  coal  in  the 
Farugay  Garden,  Tablacz-Schwarzwasser,  Silesia,  at  a  depth 
of  350  metres,  a  strong  iodine-spring  was  tapped.  U^ion 
analysis  by  Dr.  Ludvvig,  the  water  proved  to  hi  the  ricnesD 
and  strongest  in  Austria.  Baron  Rothschild,  of  Vienna, 
is  the  proprietor  of  the  ground  in  which  the  spring  was 
found. 

Swiss  Pharmaceutical  Society. — The  fifty-fifth  annual 
meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  Basle  last  week.  &. 
motion  was  carried  to  join,  as  one  separate  section,  the 
Swiss  Trade  Union,  as  pharmacists  frequently  have  occasion 
to  feel  their  isolated  position  in  trade-questions.  Tbe 
Federal  G  jvernment  proposes  to  make  the  analysing  of  alt 
foods  obligatory,  so  a  speech  about  the  education  of  phar- 
'macists  as  food-analysts  was  received  with  applause.  Several 
highly  interesting  communications  followed— eg..  "Thi 
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Condensation  of  Gases"  with  demonstration  with  liquid  air; 
"  Vegetation  and  Inhabitants  of  Java,"  illastrated  with  lime- 
light pictures,  including  a  photograph  of  a  Malay  "  pharmacy 
of  Good  Hope  "  (Toukan  Rempah  Rempah).  Next  year  the 
meeting  will  «.be  held  in  Glarus  (the  only  canton  which 
does  not  rf  cognise  the  Swiss  Phaimacop ceia,  having  its  own 
pharmacy-laws). 

Fibe. — About  midnight  on  Aueust  19,  a  serious  fire  occurred 
on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  A.  S.  Watson  &  Co.  (Limited), 
wholesale  druggists,  &c  ,  373  Queen's  Road  Central,  Hong- 
Kong,  which  resulted  in  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
premises.  The  Chinese  manager  ot  the  establishment,  who 
was  sleeping  in  the  verandah,  had  a  narrow  escape  and  was 
roused  by  people  shouting  in  the  street. 

Singapore  Dentistby. — It  is  reported  from  Batavia 
that  dentists'  charges  ate  so  heavy  that  persons  prefer  to 
go  to  Singapore  to  obtain  sets  of  artificial  teeth,  as  it  is 
found  to  ba  much  cheaper,  despite  the  passenger-charges. 
The  other  day  a  resident  in  Batavia  went  to  Singapore, 
stayed  there  eight  days,  and  catne  back  with  a  new  set  of 
false  teeth.  They  cost  him  2E0  guilders,  including  passage 
and  lodging- expenses.  A  set  at  Batavia  would  have  cost 
him  500  to  600  guilders. 

Sesame  ceop  — The  first  memorandum  on  the  prospects 
of  the  sesame-crop  of  1899-1900  states  that  the  present 
condition  of  the  crop  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  In  the 
North- Wf  stern  Provinces  and  the  Punjab  prospects  were,  on 
the  whole,  good,  while  in  the  Central  Provinces  the  crop  is 
also  iu  good  condition,  but  in  the  south  it  has  been  greatly 
reduced  by  drought.  There  is,  however,  the  prospect  of  an 
extensive  sowing  of  the  seed  as  a  cold  weather  crop  if  con- 
ditions are  favourable  when  the  sowingtime  comes  round. 

Sebum  Remedies  in  India  — The  report  of  the  Imperial 
Bacteriologist  at  Calcutta  for  1898-99  states  that  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  mallein  and  tuberculin  are  being  manu- 
factured in  the  laboratory  for  veterinary  use.  The  hope  is 
expressed  that  arrangements  may  be  made  for  dairy  and 
other  cattle  to  be  tested  with  tuberculin,  so  as  to  ascertain 
the  extent  of  tuberculosis  amongst  cattle  io  India.  Atten- 
tion has  baen  given  to  the  further  investigation  of  "surra," 
and  the  report  sajs  it  is  more  than  ever  probable  that  this 
disease  is  identical  with  the  South  African  tsetse-fly. 

"  Sale  op  Opium  in  Ceylon. —  An  offic'al  Ordinance  to 
consolidate  and  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  possession 
and  sale  of  opium  in  Cejlon  has  been  issued.  The  amending 
Ordinance  consists  of  tw«nty-one  clauses,  which  refer,  inter 
alia,  to  licences  to  sell  by  wholesale  and  retail,  issue  of 
licences,  form  and  duration  of  licences,  the  revoking  of 
licences,  penaties  for  breaches  of  the  Ordinance,  absolute 
prohibition  of  sale  of  bhang  or  ganja,  and  informer's  share 
of  fines.  It  is  expressly  provided  that  the  Ordinance  does 
not  apply  to  opium  sold  lor  bond  fide  medicinal  purposes, 
and  that  hospitals  and  dispensaries  are  to  be  exempted  from 
its  operations. 

Chemical  Industry  op  AustbiaHung  ary.— The  two 
most  important  chemical  factories  in  Bosnia  are  the 
"  Holzverwerthungsfabrik  "  at  Teslic,  and  the  "  ElektriciUits- 
werke  "  at  Jaice.  The  former  of  these  produces  metbylic 
alcohol,  acetone,  pjroligneous  acid,  acetate  of  lime,  tar,  and 
charcoal.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  machinery  is  now 
being  reconstructed  as  a  new  patent  process  for  chemically 
impregnating  railway  sleepers.  At  the  present  moment 
400  workmen  are  employed,  of  whom  about  half  are 
natives,  but  the  works  are  now  undergoing  enlargement, 
and,  when  completed,  nearly  double  that  number  will  be 
required.  Their  pay  varies  between  70  kr.  and  3  fL.  (Is.  2d. 
and  5s.)  per  diem.  They  are  well  lodged  and  cared- 
for.  The  "  Elektricita'is-Actiengesellschaft  "  a>  Jaice  has 
obtained  from  the  Government  the  exclusive  right  to  employ 
the  water-power  of  the  famous  Sliva  waterfall,  from  which, 
it  is  said.  30,000  horse-power  can  ba  obtained.  At  present 
only  10,000  are  being  utilised  for  the  production  of  calcium 
carbide  chiefly.  Access  to  the  works  is  very  difficult,  but 
they  are  said  to  be  the  largest  calcium-carbide  works  in 
Europe. 

Beazil  Notes. — An  establishment  for  the  manufacture 
of  carbide  of  calcium  will  be  inaugurated  at  S  Jo;"i>  d'El- 
Rey  in  January  next.  It  will  consume  native  limestone  and 
charcoal. — In  the  month  of  July  the  pharmacy  of  tho  A«ylo 


S.  Francisco  de  Assis,  Rio,  made  13  200  strychnine  lozenges 
for  killing  vagrant  dogs,  which  was  for  account  of  the 
municipality.  The  price  is  400  reis  (about  \0d.)  each,  bcc 
there  is  a  prohibition  about  private  persons  taking  an  equal 
number — not  for  personal  consumption  but  for  dogs. — An 
old-established  and  highly  respectable  Rio  drug-house  bss 
gone  into  liquidation,  and  offers  15  per  cent,  to  its  creditors. 
It  has  been  found  impossible  to  realise  anything  on  out- 
standing accounts,  which  are  largely  with  up-country  dealers 
The  troubles  of  this  house,  whose  business  is  said  to  be  of1 
an  exceptionally  safe  character,  are  taken  as  a  clear  proof  of 
the  critical  condition  of  busine-s  in  the  Brazilian  capital. — 
A  correspondent  of  the  Jornal  do  Commercia  calls  attention 
to  the  injustice  of  heavily  taxing  medicines  and  chemica" 
preparations,  and  letting  tobacco  off  with  a  very  light  tax. 
He  says  that  if  Brazil  were  to  tax  tobacco  it  would  yield  a 
revenue  of  $240,000,000  a  year,  instead  of  the  beggarlp 
#6,000,000  credited  to  it. 


Hustralastan  IRews. 


Chiefly  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia  "' 
for  August,  1899,  of  which  copies  man  he  obtained  from  the- 
Publisher,  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  at  6d.  each. 

Bile-beans  seem  to  be  catching  on  in  Australia,  if  we- 
can  judge  from  the  fact  that  one  of  the  agents,  Messrs. 
F.  H.  Faulding  &  Co.,  of  Adelaide,  have  just  bough: 
35.000  boxes. 

Sydney  Technological  Museum. — Among  the  collection 
of  exhibits  at  this  museum  is  a  good  variety  of  cinchona- 
barks  from  Ceylon,  Java,  &c  ,  presented  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Wbiffen, 
and  including  Calisaya  and  Officinalis.  There  is  also  a 
good  collection  of  essential  oils  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Cinnamon -chips  of  the  best  quality,  said  to  be  too  expensive- 
for  commercial  purposes,  which  were  prepared  at  "  Bamba- 
lapitiya  Estate,  Colombo,"  are  also  on  show. 

Secret  Commissions — The  suggestions  which  followed 
the  Commission  on  Secret  Commissions  in  England  remind 
a  correspondent  of  the  CD  A.  that  Mr.  A.  P.  Miller  told  a. 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Tasmania  two  years  ago  that  he  had  for  years  given  doctors 
25  per  cent,  commission  on  new  prescriptions.  Mr.  Miller 
said  he  was  going  to  discontinue  the  practice,  as  the 
doctors  wanted  commission,  not  only  on  new  prescriptions, 
but  on  all  "  repeats." 

Wattle-gum.— A  quantity  of  Tasmanian  wattle-gum  has 
been  sent  to  Messrs.  De  la  Rue  &  He,  London,  for  experi- 
mental purposes.  They  report  that  the  gum  is  pure  and  dis- 
solves readily  in  water,  forming  a  brilliant  clear  solution, 
which,  however,  is  much  less  viscous  than  a  gum-arabic 
solution  of  the  same  strength.  They  suggest  that  the  gum 
might  be  useful  to  confectioners,  and  give  its  market  value 
at  from  3s.  6d.  to  35s.  per  cwt.  This  is  a  pretty  wide 
margin,  and  it  is  questionable  if  it  would  pjy  to  collect  and 
ship  it  at  such  rates. 

Proposed  Tasmanian  Tariff-alteration.  —  On 
August  4  the  Treasurer  of  Tasmania  introduced  a  new 
Customs  Bill,  which  provides  for  a  reduction  of  duties  on  a 
large  number  of  articles  and  transfers  a  stiil  larger  number 
fiom  the  dutiable  schedules  to  the  list  of  "free  goods' 
The  Bill  is  likely  to  become  law.  Among  the  goods  recom- 
mended for  exemption  from  duty  are  : — 

Present  Duty 

Sulphuric  acid   2s.  6<?.  per  cwt. 

Naphthaline    6d.  per  gal. 

Scientific  instruments         ...    20  per  cent.,  ad  val, 

Mr.  W.  G.  Bladon,  Balmain,  is  the  new  councillor  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  N.S.W.  Mr.  Bladon  served  his 
apprenticeship  at  Hereford,  and  afterwards  filled  situations 
as  assistant  in  London,  Birmingham,  Cheltenham,  Worcester, 
and  Malvern.  He  passed  the  Minor  in  1873,  after  studying 
at  the  South  London  School  of  Pharmacy.  In  1875  Mr. 
Bladon  went  to  Sydney,  and,  after  a  nine-months'  assistant- 
ship  with  Mr.  Sloper,  Oxford  Stieet,  purchased  a  business  on 
the  Parkes  Goldfield.  After  five  jears  there  he  sold  out 
and  bought  a  business  in  Parramatta,  which  he  carried  on 
for  eighteen  years.  In  1E97  Mr.  Bladon  sold  that  business 
and  started  in  Balmsin. 
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IRew  $ork  motes. 

(£y  the  Man  from  London.) 


Rays  op  Honoue  feom  Dewey. — The  members  of  the 
Manhattao.  Pharmaceutical  Association  propose  giving  a 
banquet  in  honour  of  the  apothecary  of  Admiral  Dewey's 
flagship  Olympia,  to  which  the  pharmacists  of  Admiral 
Sampson's  escorting  fleet  in  the  forthcoming  naval  parade 
will  be  invited.  The  pharmacist  on  the  Olympia  is  stated 
to  be  the  youngest  officer  of  his  grade  in  the  service.  On 
June  21  last  year  a  Bill  was  enacted  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  twenty-five  pharmacists  with  the  rank  of 
warrant  officers.  These  appointments  were  made  from 
among  the  senior  apothecaiies  in  the  service,  with  the 
notable  exception  of  the  apothecary  of  the  Olympia,  who 
was  promoted  for  distinguished  services.  The  Manhattan 
Pharmaceutical  Association  is  desirous  of  expressing  their 
esteem  and  respect  towards  Admiral  Dewey's  own  particular 
knight  of  the  pestle  and  mortar,  also  they  with  to  make  the 
popular  hero's  return  a  truly  representative  one.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Association  (Mr.  T.  J.  Keenan)  has  there- 
fore communicated  with  Mr.  0.  A.  Mayo  (editor  of  the 
American  Druggist),  who  is  a  member  of  the  Dewey  Recep- 
tion Committee,  so  that  official  cognisance  may  be  given  to 
the  patriotic  trade  movement,  and  a  time  designated  when 
the  banquet  would  best  harmonise  with  the  plans  of  the 
committee. 

The  Amended  Dispensaby-law,  which  comes  into 
effect  on  October  1,  is  expected  to  work  a  partial  reform  in 
the  present  system  of  medical  treatment  of  the  poor  of  New 
York.  By  it  a  dispensary  is  declared  to  be  any  person, 
corporation,  institution,  association,  or  agent,  who  gives 
medical  or  surgical  advice  or  treatment,  medicine  or  appa- 
ratus, the  moneys  being  derived  wholly  or  in  part  from 
trust-funds,  public  money?,  or  sources  other  than  the 
individuals  constituting  the  dispensary,  must  be  licensed. 
Each  applicant,  before  he  receives  a  license,  must  swear 
that  the  dispensary  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and 
no  one  can  conduct  a  dispensary  without  the  licence. 
The  Board  of  State- cbaiities  is  empowered  to  visit 
and  examine  every  dispensary,  ana  to  revoke  a, 
license  after  due  notice  if  it  finos  that  the  law  is  being 
■violated.  No  dispensary  is  permitted  to  be  opened  in  a 
drug- store  or  in  a  tenement  house.  At  present  many  of  the 
smaller  dispensaries  are  located  in  drug-stores,  and  the 
amended  law  further  declares  that  no  one  except  a  duly 
licenced  person  or  society  shall  disp'ay  any  sign  which 
would  indicate  tne  existence  of  a  dispensary.  Anyone 
obtaining  dispensary-relief  by  false  representations  will  be 
liable  to  prosecution.  It  is  stated  that  some  of  the  drug- 
stores which  run  dispensaries  with  their  business  employ 
physicians,  who  charge  10c.  for  each  prescription  they  give, 
while  the  druggist  charges  the  same  price  for  the  medicine ; 
and  as  two  or  more  prescriptions  are  generally  written,  the 
poor  patient  is  lucky  to  escape  without  spending  80c.  or  a 
dollar. 

Window  Displays  —With  a  little  patience  and  trouble 
a  very  attractive  window  display  of  sponge  can  be  made  in 
the  form  of  a  cave  or  grotto.  This  requires  a  fairly  deep 
window,  and  does  not  take  so  much  sponge  as  one  would 
imagine,  as  the  larger  sponges  form  the  front  ground.  If.  is 
a  very  simple  thiug  to  fashion  a  framework  with  some  fairly 
thick  copper-wire  and  the  aid  of  a  pair  of  tweezers,  for  the 
front  of  the  grotto,  or,  better  still,  obtain  a  few  yards  of 
wire-netting,  join  the  widths  together  with  wire,  running  an 
extra  stout  wire  around  the  outside  after  making  the  frame- 
work, which,  to  be  effective,  should  embrace  the  whole  front 
of  the  window  ;  fix  it  firmly  at  the  top  and  bottom,  about  a 
foot  away  from  the  glass,  tben  with  the  tweezers  break  the 
wire  so  as  to  form  a  semicircle  in  the  middle.  You  may 
now  hang  up  your  sponges  with  wire  hooks,  filling  in  any 
open  spaces  with  smaller  sponges,  and  the  f ront  of  the  p  rotto  is 
complete.  Tbe  inside  of  the  grotto  is  easily  made  with  the 
wire-netting,  cutting  a  hole  in  the  top,  so  the  sponges  can  be 
hung  all  over.  The  effect  of  this  window  display  is  greatly 
enhanced  by  covering  the  floor  with  an  inch  or  so  of  sea- 
sand  and  placing  two  mirrors  at  the  proper  angle  at  tbe  end, 


so  as  to  reflect  the  interior,  and  with  a  little  arrangement  a 
fountain  may  be  made  to  pl»y  and  add  to  the  eil'ect.  After 
showing  tbe  sponge-grotto  for  a  week  or  two,  during  which 
a  few  circulars  about  Blank's  spoDges,  &c ,  having  a  head- 
line, "  A  Pponge  Grotto,"  will  do  good,  remove  the  sponges 
from  your  framework  and  replace  them  with  Turkish  glove«, 
which  nake  a  very  attractive  display.  Other  articles,  such 
as  chamois  leathers,  may  also  be  shown  in  this  way. 


a  Minter  Sito>Une. 

Lantern  Materials. 


CHEMISTS  who,  duriDg  the  summer,  sell  phonographic 
materials  find  ttat  department  practically  at  a  stand- 
still during  the  winter  months,  hence  some  side-line  ^vhich 
can  take  its  place  will  be  welcome. 

The  sale  of  lantern  materials  is  such  an  one,  and  will  be 
found  to  be  both  profitable  to  the  chemist  and  popular  with 
his  customer,  with  the  further  advantage  of  allowing  the 
chemist  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  photographic  customer  all 
the  year  round. 

Before  buying  any  lantern  apparatus  the  chemist  should 
carefully  overhaul  his  photographic  materials,  well  replenish- 
ing and  increasing  his  stock  of  lantern- plates,  bromide 
papers,  and  the  regular  winter  requirements.  Slides  of 
topical  subjects  and  local  views  (which  he  can  often  ruake 
himself  fiom  his  own  negatives)  should  be  stocked,  together 
with  cover-glasses,  binding-strips,  masks,  cloud- negatives, 
and  tinters,  for  customers  to  prepare  their  own  slides  with. 
With  regard  to  apparatus  51.  could  profitably  be 
spent  in  about  as  many  lanterns,  at  selling  prices  ranging 
from  10s.  to  50s.  Neatly  all  the  wholesale  dealers  have 
two  most  saleable  lines — one  is  a  full  standard  size  3-wkk 
Russian  iron  lecture-lantern,  with  4-inch  condenser,  covering 
a  10-foot  disc,  and  burning  oil,  selling  at  30s.,  and  costing 
1Z. ;  while  the  other  is  made  of  japanned  tin,  with  incan- 
descent gas  instead  of  oil  fittings,  selling  at  35s.,  and  costing 
23s.  complete.  Very  fair  mahogany  body  limelight- lanterns 
can  be  purchased  by  the  dealer  for  21.  without  fittings,  but 
would  necessitate  the  spending  of  more  than  the  above  sum. 
It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  whereas  in  the  sale  of  cameras  the 
usual  dealers'  discount  is  25  per  cent.,  in  that  of  lanterns  it  is 
almost  invariably  33^  per  cent.  The  assortment  of  sundries 
stocked  should  include  lantern -slide  storage-boxes,  slide- 
carriers,  bard  and  soft  limes,  mixed  and  blow-through  jets 
for  limelight,  cheap  washable  lantern-screens,  gas-cyliuder 
keys,  lantern-slide  printing-frames,  &c,  but  care  must  be 
exercised  to  procure  only  the  latest  and  most  improved 
kinds 

It  is  inadvisable  at  the  vary  beginning  to  stock  oxygen. 
The  chemist  should  wait  until  he  does  a  considerable  trade 
in  limelight-lanterns,  when  it  will  become  a  necessity  to 
keep  cylinders  of  oxygen  and  hydrogen  in  stock.  If  it  is 
stocked,  it  is  much  wiser  for  chemists  to  hire  the  cylinders 
from  the  oxygen  manufacturers  than  to  themselves  purchase- 
them,  on  accouot  of  the  first  cost  being  so  heavy. 

Some  chemists  who  stock  lantern  materials  may  be 
willing  to  augment  their  income  by  hiring  out  lanterns  and 
slides  with  or  without  operator.  When  they  simply  hire  out 
a  lantern  and  slides  the  charge  is  usually  5s.  per  night,  bat 
with  an  operator  10s  is  generally  the  amount  paid.  This  is, 
of  course,  where  an  oil-lantern  is  employed  ;  the  use  of 
oxygen  warrants  a  higher  charge. 

To  save  holding  a  large  stock  of  various  series  of  slides, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  one  or  two  of  the  wholesale  dealers 
hire  out  sets  of  slides  to  the  chemist,  which  enables  the 
latter  to  sub- hire  to  his  customers,  thus  avoiding  the  outlay 
which  purchasing  a  quantity  necessitates. 

One  great  advantage  of  the  sale  of  lantern  materials  is 
that  an  expensive  stock  is  not  necessary.  The  value  of  a 
stock  of  lantern  materials  need  not  exceed  Ibl. ;  whilst 
the  turnover  in  the  season  will  be  nearly  ten  times  that 
sum. 

When  starting  this  side  line  it  is  advantageous  to  seid  a 
short  circular  to  the  clergymen,  schools,  and  institutions  of 
the  district  informing  them  of  the  fact,  and  soliciting 
their  support. 
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Xegal  iReporta* 


The  Pharmacy  Act. 

Improper  Labelling. 
At  the  Ashburton  Petty  Sessions  on  September  25,  the 
Ashburton  Drug  Company  (for  whom  Mr.  Jenkin  Richards 
appeared)  was  summoned  under  the  17th  section  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  at  the  instance  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  BritaiD,  for  selling  poison  without  properly  labelling 
it  with  the  seller's  address 

Mr.  T.  Windeatt  (of  Tonnes)  and  Mr.  Harry  Moon  (Ohief 
Olerk  of  the  Society)  represented  the  Society.  Mr.  Moon 
explained  that  the  case  was  taken  up  in  the  interest  of  the 
trade  and  public  generally. 

Mr.  Vanstone,  an  ex-sergeant  of  police,  stated  that  he 
purchased  some  oxalic  acid  in  the  early  part  of  July  at  the 
Drug  Company's  shop.  There  was  a  label  on  the  bottle  with 
the  name  of  Coleberd  &  Co.,  Sidmouth,  who  formerly  had 
the  shoo  as  a  branch. 

Mr.  Richards  did  not  deny  the  facts,  but  said  that  what 
'had.  been  done  was  by  inadvertence,  as  there  were  plenty  of 
the  Drug  Company's  labels  in  stock. 

The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  31.  10s.,  inclusive  of  costs. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Camphobated  Oil. 
Jane  Nicholson,  general  dealer,  Cockerton,  was  at  Darling- 
ton latst  week,  fined  11.  and  costs  for  selling  camphorated 
oil  not  of  the  quality  demanded.  Mr.  W.  F.  K.  S<ock,  the 
county  analyst-,  reported  that  the  oil  was  composed  as 
follows  : — Oil  90  3  per  cent. ;  camphor  9  7,  deficiency  of 
camphor  54  per  cent.  For  the  defence  Mr.  F  B.  Laidler 
stated  that  his  client  purchased  the  oil  with  a  written 
guarantee  worded  "  finest  quality  camphorated  oil,  B  P."  He 
contended  that  it  was  the  wholesale  maker  in  Doncaster 
who  should  have  been  prosecuted.  Mr.  Trowsdale  (Trowsdale, 
Shipley  k.  Co.,  Leadenhall  Street,  E  C),  stated  that  his  firm 
supplied  the  oil  to  the  defendant.  They  purchased  it  from 
Messrs.  Geo.  Wilton  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Donca9ter,  and  the 
oil  was  resold  in  exactly  the  same  state  as  received  from  them. 

John  H.  Proud  was  also  fined  11.  and  costs  for  a  similar 
offence.  Mr.  Meek  on  his  behalf  explained  that  the  makers 
-of  the  oil,  Messrs  Holmes  &  Richmond,  of  Darlington, 
directly  they  discovered  that  the  oil  was  not  made  according 
to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  requested  their  customers  to 
return  all  oil  supplied  last  year.  That  sold  by  the  defendant, 
it  appeared,  had  not  been  returned,  hence  the  offence  against 
the  Act. 


At  Houghton-le-Spring  Petty  Sessions  on  September  21, 
Ralph  Ritchie,  general  dealer,  was  fined  20s.  and  costs  for 
selling  a  mixture  labelled  "Camphorated  oil"  which  had 
been  made  with  a  common  mineral  oil  instead  of  olive  oil. 


Seidlitz-powdebs. 

At  Houghton-le-Spring  Petty  Sessions  on  September  21, 
Thomas  Reay,  general  dealer,  was  charged  with  selling 
•  aeidlitz-powders  not  of  B  P.  composition.  Mr.  B.  Scott 
Ulder,  inspector,  gave  evidence  of  buying  six  packets 
labelled  "  Seiolitz  powders  "  from  defendant.  Two  packets 
were  submitted  to  analysis,  two  packets  were  sealed  and  left 
with  defendant,  and  two  packets  were  retained  by  witness. 
For  the  defence,  objection  was  taken  to  Mr.  Elder's  method 
of  dividing  samples.  It  wa>  contended  that  one  packet  only 
ought  to  have  been  bought,  and  divided  into  three  parts. 
The  wording  of  the  summons  was  also  objected  to.  The 
Magistrates  ultimately  adjourned  the  case  for  a  month,  and 
.ordered  a  fresh  analysis  of  the  samples  held  by  defendant 
and  those  held  by.  Mr.  Elder. 


Magnesia. 

At  the  Pontefract  Police  Court  on  September  23,  Walter 
Edwin  Milbnm,  chemist,  Castlefcrd,  was  charged  with  having 


sold  4  oz.  of  heavy  magnesia,  which  the  public  analyst  certi- 
fied contained  only  42  per  cent,  of  magnesia,  and  58  per  cent, 
of  carbonic  acid  and  water.  Defendant  pleaded  guilty,  and 
said  he  had  supplied  heavy  carbonate  instead  of  heavy 
magnesia.  As  carbonate  it  was  perfectly  pure,  and  it  was  fre- 
quently supplied  as  heavy  magnesia.  Defendant  was  ordered 
to  pay  the  costs  only,  amounting  to  11.  lis. 


Merchandise  -  marks  Act. 

Aerated-water  Bottles. 
At  the  Warrenpoint  Petty  Sessions  last  week,  the  Newry 
Mineral  Water  Company  (Limited)  was  prosecuted  by  the 
inspector  of  the  Belfast  Bottle  Exchange  (Limited)  for 
selling  aerated  waters,  to  which  a  false  trade-description 
was  applied.  There  were  three  summonses  altogether. 
Evidence  was  given  in  support  of  the  case,  and  it  was  proved 
that  bottles  bearing  the  trade-name  of  other  firms  embossed 
on  the  glass  were  used  by  the  defendant  company.  The 
defendants'  labels  were  affixed  to  the  bottles.  For  the 
defence,  it  was  stated  that  within  the  last  four  months 
2,226  dozen  of  the  firm's  bottles  had  been  received  from 
the  Exchange,  and  most  of  these  bore  other  persons'  labels. 
No  fewer  than  1,044  dozen  bottles  belonging  lo  other  firms 
had  been  returned  by  the  defendants  to  the  Exchange  in 
the  same  time.    Defendants  were  fined  5s.,  and  20s.  costs. 


Deficient  Medicines. 

At  Swindon  (Wilts)  Police  Court  on  September  25,  before 
Mr.  A.  D.  Hussey-Fieke  (Chairman),  Mr.  J.  H  Sadler,  Mr. 
W.  Reynolds,  Mr.  John  Green  (a  chemist  and  druggist),  and 
Mr.  J.  J.  Brown.  James  Alexander  Bell,  Edward  Bell,  and 
John  R  Bell,  of  Hoylake,  Cheshire,  trading  as  Bell,  Sons  & 
Co.,  Liverpool,  were  summoned  for  applying  a  false  trade- 
description  to  certain  bottles  of  camphorated  oil,  delivered 
to  Joseph  Majlott,  at  Swindon,  in  August,  1896;  and  also 
for  applying  a  false  trade-description  to  certain  seidlitz 
powders  delivered  to  James  Lord,  Wootton  Bassett,  in 
January,  1898. 

Mr.  H.  Bevir,  of  Wootton  Bassett.  prosesuted  for  the  Wilts 
County  Council ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Kinneir,  of  Swindon,  was 
for  the  defence. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  county  analyst  for  Wilts,  said  he  ex- 
amined the  seidlitz  powders  and  found  the  alkaline  portion 
correct,  but  there  was  20  per  cent,  of  alum  in  the  tartaric- 
acid  portion.  This  addition  would  be  injurious,  as  it  would 
lead  to  indigestion.  The  object  of  the  addition  was 
cheapness. 

Mr.  Kinnier  urged  for  the  defence  that  his  clients  had 
sold  the  tartaric  acid  as  they  bought  it.  They  themselves 
had  ne^er  added  the  alum.  He  asked  that  only  a  nominal 
fine  be  inflicted. 

The  Bench  decided  to  hear  the  other  case  before  giving 
their  verdict.  In  regard  to  it  Mr  Bevir  explained  that  the 
oil  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  deficient  in  camphor  to  the 
extent  of  one-third  of  the  proper  proportion. 

Mr.  Sam  Smith,  the  inspector,  said  he  purchased  half-a- 
dozen  penny  battles  of  camphorated  oil  from  Mr.  Maylott. 
He  (Mr.  Smith)  was  a  practical  chemist  with  fourteen  years' 
experience,  and  he  knew  that  camphorated  oil  should  consist 
of  camphor  and  olive  oil.  There  should  be  at  least  one- 
fifth  of  camphor. 

Dr.  Dyer  stated  that  the  oil  consisted  of  14  parts  of 
camphor,  4  parts  of  mineral  oil,  and  82  parts  of  fatty  oil.  In 
cross-examination,  he  said  camphor  would  not  depreciate 
appreciably  in  sealed  bottles.  Until  1898  there  was  no 
mention  of  camphorated  oil  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia;  it 
was  called  liniment  of  camphor.  He  thought  the  popolar 
name,  camphorated  oil,  was  added  in  1893,  to  deal  with  cases 
like  the  present.  In  re- examination,  Dr.  Dyer  said  cam- 
phorated oil  had  been  a  well-known  and  accepted  term  in 
the  trade  for  twenty  years. 

•  For  the  defence,  Mr.  Kinneir  urged  that  when  the  defend- 
ants sold  these  goods  in  1895,  there  was  no  prescription  in 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  of  1885  for  camphorated  oil.  If 
the  Bench  did  not  agree  with  him  on  that  point  he  urged 
that  there  had  been  an  evaporation  of  campnor,  but  it  was 
not  sufficient  to  injure  any  oce.    The  prosecution  had  failed 


September  30,  1899 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


545 


to  show  or  substantiate  their  summons  that  defendants  had 
sold  the  oil  contrary  to  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

The  Bench  retired  for  consultation,  and,  on  their  return, 
the  Chairman  said  that  upon  the  evidence  they  could  not  do 
otherwise  tban  convict.  In  the  camphorated-oil  case  the 
fine  would  be  11,  and  in  regard  to  that  of  the  seidlitz- 
powders  the  floe  would  be  101.  and  costs,  the  costs  to  be 
taxed. 

Joseph  Maylott  had  also  been  summoned  for  selling  the 
camphorated  oil,  and  the  hearing  had  been  adjourned.  The 
Chairman  now  said  the  Magistrates  believed  he  had  been 
more  sinned  against  than  sinning,  and  he  would  be  only 
fined  Is.,  and  the  costs  would  be  remitted. 


Bankruptcy  IReports* 


Be  Eenest  Haeold  Avbs,  Low  Moor  Road,  East  Kirkby, 
Chemist;  and  Druggist. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  this  debtor  was  held 
at  the  offices  of  the  Official  Receiver  (Mr.  H.  Roby  Thorpe), 
Castle  Place,  Park  Street,  Nottingham,  on  September  25. 
The  receiving-order  was  made  on  September  12  on  debtoi's 
own  petition.  The  sta'ement  of  affairs  showed  gross 
liabilities,  860Z.  4s.  4<Z.,  of  which  653£  7s.  2d.  is  expected  to 
rank  for  dividend,  and  assets,  154Z.  Is.  3^.,  the  deficiency 
being  499Z.  5s.  lid.  The  Official  Receiver  said  that  the 
most  important  matter  to  be  settled  was  the  realising  of  the 
stock  and  fixtures.  It  was  represented  to  his  deputy  during 
his  absence  that  it  was  very  undesirable  to  close  the  business 
and  attempt  to  sell  the  stock  and  fixtures  by  auction,  as 
there  was  no  class  of  stock  less  fit  to  be  realised  by  auction 
than  drugs.  Therefore  it  was  suggested  that  the  business 
should  be  carried  on  until  the  meeting  by  the  debtor, 
receiving  any  moneys  which  might  be  paid  in  the  course  of 
the  business  and  handed  over  to  the  man  in  possession,  and 
that  in  the  meantime  the  property  be  offered  for  sale  by 
tender  in  the  trade  journals.  With  the  exception,  however, 
of  one  gentleman,  who  asked  for  further  particulars,  no 
notice  bad  been  taken  of  the  offer.  The  business,  the  debtor 
said,  produced  about  101.  per  week,  but  during  the  two 
weeks  they  had  carried  it  on  it  had  produced  111.  15s.,  out 
of  which  11  9s.  had  had  to  be  deducted,  leaving  a  balance 
of  101.  6s.  Therefore  it  was  perfectly  clear  they  were 
carrying  on  the  business  at  a  loss.  Mr.  Richard  Sands 
(Sands  &  Flinders,  chartered  accountants)  was  appointed 
trustee,  with  a  committee  of  inspection.  The  public  exami- 
nation was  fixed  for  October  6. 


Be  Peteb  Dtjteulle,  27  Orlando  Road,  Clapham, 
Drug-merchant. 
The  Official  Receiver's  report  states  that  the  receiving- 
order  was  made  on  the  petition  of  a  creditor,  the  Act  of 
Bankruptcy  being  the  non  compliance  by  the  debtor  with 
the  requirements  of  a  bankruptcy  notice  served  on  him  on 
June  28  The  debtor  states  that  for  the  last  three  years  he 
has  been  employed  as  a  commission  agent,  earning  an 
average  of  21  10s.  a  week.  He  carried  on  a  drug- business 
in  the  City  in  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Solomans  until 
January  1894,  when  the  business  was  sold  to  a  limited 
liability  company.  The  debtor  has  not  yet  given  in  a  state- 
ment of  affairs,  but  he  states  that  his  liabilities  amount  to 
about  2  000Z ;  assets,  nil.  The  debtor  attributes  his  insol- 
vency to  a  loss  of  7,O0OZ.,  made  in  connection  with  the 
erection  of  certain  grinding-mills  during  the  existence  of 
the  partnership. 


Be  N.  J.  Matthewman,  Fenchurch  Buildings,  E.C., 
Patent-medicine  Manufacturer. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on  September  20. 
It  appeared  from  the  debtor's  statement  that  in  1898  he 
took  offices  in  Fenchurch  Buildings  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  business  as  a  patent- medicine  manufacturer.  It 
was  carried  on,  under  the  management  of  another  person, 
until  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  then  the  debtor  was  forced  to 
leave  the  premises  on  account  of  pressure  by  the  landlord. 


He  attributed  his  failure  to  loss  in  connection  with  his 
business  through  want  of  capital,  and  also  to  loss  in  carrying 
on  business  as  a  public-bouse  brokpr.  The  unsecured 
liabilities  were  returned  at  about  1,400<! ,  and  the  debtor's 
solicitor  asked  for  an  adjournment  in  order  that  he  might 
bring  forward  a  proposal  to  pay  the  creditors  a  composition 
of  from  7s  6d.  to  10s  in  the  ponnd.  After  a  short  discussion 
the  meeting  was  adjourned  for  three  weeks. 


<5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Collins,  G.  W.,  and  Collins,  F.,  under  the  style  o£  Collins  &  OonillSj,, 

Wanstead,  surgeons,  ph}sicUns,  &c. 
McClure,  T.,  and  Hamilton,  R.  K.,  under  the  firm  of  McClure  &. 

Hamilton,    "Whittington   Moor,   and   Hasland,   near  Ohesterfie'cl, 

physicians  and  surgeons. 

Scotch  Petition  foe  Dischabgb. 

t 

Bremner,  Allan    Hugh,  sometime  Traill  Street,  Thurso,  and  cow- 
residing  in  Edinburgh,  chemist  ami  ironmonger. 


SHapensmo  at  jfulbam. 


AT  the  West  London  Police  Court  on  September  22,  an< 
application  was  made  in  the  cases  of  the  summonses 
against  the  Fnlham  chemists,  Messrs.  Barrett  and  Longstaff. 
Mr.  Barrett's  summons  had  only  been  adjourned  at  the- 
instigation  of  Mr.  Rose,  who  practically  hinted  that  he 
might  profit  by  haviog  an  analysis  made  by  Somerset  House 
of  the  portion  of  the  prescription  taken,  which  was  alleged 
to  have  contained  more  iodide  of  potassium  than  that 
ordered.  The  more  important  adjourned  summons  was  that 
against  Mr.  Keith  Longstaff,  of  811  Fnlham  Road,  as,  in  the 
event  of  Somerset  House  agreeing  with  the  analysis  of  the 
analyst  of  the  Fulham  Vestry,  the  case  was  to  go  to  appeal 
to  be  stated  by  Mr.  Rose.  But  laso  Friday  Mr.  Rose  was 
not  sitting,  and  Mr  Hatrison  the  solicitor  for  Mr.  LoDgstaff, 
bad  to  apply  for  an  adjournment  of  the  summons,  despite 
the  fact  that  he  had  all  his  witnesses,  including  expertB. 
Mr.  Piowden,  who  was  the  sitting  Magistrate,  said  j  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  take  the  cases,  as  Mr.  Rose  had  , 
heard  the  first  part.  He  would  therefore  adjourn  them  until  j 
a  date  which  could  be  arranged  with  the  clerk  of  the  court. 
This  was  done,  and  the  summonses  stood  adjourned. 

Subsequently  our  representative  obtained  from  an  author)- 
tative  source  the  result  of  the  Somerset  House  analysis  of 
Mr.  Keith  Longstaff  'a  prescription,  which  shows  that, 
although  the  medicine  contained  more  potassium  iodide 
than  was  prescribed,  the  excess  was  not  nearly  so  large  as 
;the  public  analyst  stated.  Our  representative  a'ked  Dr. 
Jackson  how  he  thought  this  would  affect  the  matter.  "  Not 
|  at  all,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  but  not  only  does  it  prove  the 
Vestry  analysis  wroEg,  but  it  also  seems  to  show  that  the 
prescription  was  perfectly  harmless  on  the  evidence."  "Pro- 
fessor Attfield's,"  said  the  C  %  B.  man.  "  Yes,  yes,"  said1  Dr. 
Jackson,  "  but  what  does  the  Act  say — '  No  person  shall  sell 
any  compounded  drug  which  is  not  composed  of  ingredients 
in  accordance  with  the  demand  of  the  purchaser.'  Our  point  • 
is  this  :  Ask  a  chemist — I  don  t  care  where  you  go  to  do  the 
asking — why  he  charges  you  such  a  high  price  for  a  little 
prescription,  and  he  immediately  sais,  'If  yoa  want  your 
prescriptions  carefully  and  accurately  dispensed  you  most, 
pay  for  it.'  "  "  Yes,  but  you  know  it  is  said  that  your  in- 
spectors were  only  charged  so  high  because  it  was  known  it 
was  for  the  Vestry."  "  I  know  all  that,  but  my  point  is  they 
do  charge  high  prices,  so  naturally  the  public  have  to  Iook 
to  them  for  accuracy.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  result  myself, 
I  thick  we  have  a  very  strong  case  indeed." 

At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Fulham  Sanitary  Committee 
the  following  letter  was  rea^  : — 

I  have  been  advised  that  in  consequence  of  my  recent  prosecu- 
tion, under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  being  based  on  an 
erroneous  analysis,  I  have  a  claim  on  the  Vestry  for  my  out-of- 
pocket  expenses.  Believing  that  you  will  view  this  application  . 
in  a  reasonable  manner,  I  have  preferred  to  approach  you  direct 
rather  than  through  the  medium  of  my  solicitor.  _  My  expenses 
were  as  follows  : — Professor  Attfield's  fee  for  analysis,  attendance 
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at  court,  and  t-avelling-expeuses,  6i.  15*.;  solicitor's  charges, 
3f.  3s. ;  tob.al,  tii  18s.  Yon  will  note  that  I  have  not  mentioned 
mv  own  time,  and  loss  of  business  while  attending  thj  court. 
Thanking  you.in  anticipation  for  a  careful  consideration  of  this 
lclfcer,  I  am,  &c,  Chables  W.  Andbew. 

The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Law  and  Parliamentary 
Committee. 

On  being  asked  if  the  third  sample  had  been  analysed. 

Dr.  Jackson  replied  that  he  had  written  to  Dr.  Luff  telling 
him  that  the  Vestry  wanted  hicn  to  make  the  analysis,  and 
Dr.  Luff  wrote  asking  why  it  was  wanted,  and  for  other 
particulars.  Dr.  Jackson  leplied,  bat  had  not  up  to  then 
received  an  answer. 

Mr.  March  moved  that  the  names  of  the  prosecuted 
chemists  be  placed  cn  fie  minutes,  and  the  prices  tbey 
charged  for  the  mixture  also  entered,  because  these  varied 
for  exactly  the  same  stuff  from  Is.  2d  to  3s  6d.  He  asked 
this  because  he  thought  the  puishioners  had  a  right  to 
know  how  they  were  swindled. 

Mr.  Armfibld:  I  will  second,  if  the  names  of  those 
chemists  who  did  not  dispense  the  medicine  are  added. 

Mr.  James:  What  were  the  names  of  those  who  did  not 
■lake  up  the  prescriptions ;  and  what  thtir  reasons  for  not 
d  'ing  so  t 

M  '.  H.  H.  Busby  (chemist,  98  Waterford  Road,  Fulham)  : 
I  was  one  of  them,  and  I  caa  give  yoa  my  reason. 

Dr.  Jackson:  I  think  two  of  tnein  did  not — Mr.  Busby 
and  Parke's  Drag  Stoies. 

Mr.  James  :  Why  1 

Dr.  Jackson:  Mr.  Busby,  because  he  had  not  the  drug  in 
stock,  and  Parkes  for  the  same  reason. 

Mr.  James :  I  think  the  doctor  should  ero  on  having 
these  samples  taken.  Chemists,  whether  Vestrymen  or 
otherwise,  should  all  bs  treated  alike. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 


fftm  Ccmpatiiea  &  Company  Bewf. 


Oatrns'  Medical  Hall.— Registered  in  Dablin.  Capital 
1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
a  medical  hall,  tobacconist,  and  traces  connected  therewith. 
Registered  without  articles  of  association.  Registered  office, 
83  Springfield  Terrace,  Fall's  Road,  Belfast. 

Iiusn  Chemical  Companf.  (Limited).— Registered  in 
Dablin.  Capital  2,500/ ,  of  winch  625/  shall  be  issued, 
deemed,  and  held  as  fully  paid  up  to  Mr.  George  Jevers 
Oree.  For  the  purpose  of  acquiring  and  working  a  patent 
granted  to  Mr.  Cree  in  connection  with  bone- ash  and  charcoal 
manufacture.  The  first  directois  are  W.  F  Cotton,  J. 
Holms  Pollok,  B.Sc,  G.  J.  Cree,  and  G.  A.  Keech,  all  of 
Dublin. 

Pinchin,  Johnson  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  60,000/., 
in  4,000  preference  shares  of  5/  each,  and  40,000  ordinary 
shares  of  11.  each.  Objects:  To  acqaire,  and  carry  on  the 
business  of  oil-refiners,  colour,  paint  and  varnish  manufac- 
turers and  wholesale  drysalterf,  carried  on  at  Broad  Street, 
Ratcliff,  as  "  Pinchin,  Johnson  4c  Oo."  The  subscribers  are 
to  appoint  the  first  directors  Qualification  500/.  Re- 
maneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 

Henri  Gascon  (Limited).— Cipital  5.000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Wolver- 
hampton, West  Bromwich,  Walsall,  and  Birmingham,  as 
"  Henri  Gascon,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  photo- 
graphers, electricians,  dealers  in  chemicals,  drug*,  plates, 
Jenses  and  similar  article?,  &c  The  first  directions  are: — 
H.  Gascon,  G.  Holt.  T.  T.  Price,  T  Hunt,  and  F.  F.  Price. 
Registered  office,  49  Qaeen  Street,  Wolverhampton,  Staffs. 

Watkins  (Limited).— Registered  •  ffice,  Victoria,  in  the 
Colony  of  HoDg-Kong.  Capical  ,^L0O  000,  in  10,000  shares 
of  $10  each.  Objects:  Toacquiie  trie  business  carried  on 
by  Chan  A.  Fook  and  George  Aloert  Watkios,  at  Hong-Kong, 
Shanghai,  Canton,  arid  Hankow,  and  to  carry  oa  the  busi- 
nesses of  wholesale  and  retail  druggists  ;  family  di-<p?nsinz\ 
analytical  and  manufacturing  chemists  ;  a-sayers  ;  druggists' 
snndriesmen  ;  manufacturers  of  pain's,  colours,  varnishes,  and 
pigments ;  paint  and  colour  grinders;  d  rysa  Iters  ;  sulphuric 
and  other  acid  makers ;  drug  grinders ;   match-makers ; 


opticians,  &c,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  J.  R.  Michael, 
broker;  W.  H.  Gaskell,  accountant;  Ugo  Nervegna,  merchant ; 
H  W.  Sladp,  merchant ;  G.  A.  Watkins,  chemist ;  Chan  A. 
Fook,  merchant,  and  Chan  Tak,  cleik,  all  of  Hong-Kong. 

Amolia  Company  (Limited). — Capital  1,600/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at 
35  East  Road,  City  Road,  and  elsewhere,  as  "The  Amolia 
Manufactming  Company,"  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in 
amolia,  chemicals,  and  dry  goods.  The  subscribers  are  :  — 
P.  Pieeiooae,  35  East  Road,  City  Road,  chemist. ;  N.Good- 
win, 63  Pemberton  Gardens,  N  ,  accountant ;  W.  Passmora 
29  Electric  Avenue,  Brixton,  S.W.,  clerk;  Mrs.  M.  M.  King, 
7  Avenue  Park  Road,  West  Norwood,  S.E. ;  W.  W.  Macalister, 
80  Coleman  Street,  E.G.,  incorporated  accountant ;  A. 
Planner.  2  Lime-tree  Terrace,  Peckbam,  S.E.,  clerk;  F. 
Willey,  620  Wandsworth  Road,  S  W.,  clerk.  The  subscribers 
are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification,  100/. 
Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office, 
35  East  Road,  City  Road,  E.C. 

W.  T.  Cowan  &  Co.  (Limited).— Registered  in  Edinburgh. 
Capital  1  000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  adopt  an  agree- 
ment with  Wm.  Thos.  Cowan,  manufacturer,  Glasgow,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  chemists,  drysalters, 
oil  and  colour  men,  importers  and  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemical,  industrial, 
and  other  preparations,  and  the  preparation  known  as 
"Cowan's  Excelsior  Reviver,"  4cc.  The  first  subscribeis  are: — 
Wm.  T.  Cowan,  drysalter,  18  Findlay  Street,  Glasgow ;  John 
Barnet,  manufacturer,  Laurel  Villa,  Cathcart ;  G.  Brodie 
Breeze,  hardware-merchant,  Soringburn,  Glasgow  ;  Thos.  G. 
Anderson,  warehouseman,  12  Cadogan  Street,  Glasgow; 
John  Campbell,  accountant.  33  Gordon  Street,  Glasgow; 
Alex.  Brownlie,  solicitor,  227  Hope  Street,  Glasgow;  John 
Scott,  jun  ,  solicitor,  227  Hope  Street,  Glasgow.  The  regis- 
tered office  is  at  77  Carrick  Street,  Glasgow. 


Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  (Limited). — The 
directors  have  declared  a  dividend  of  6d.  per  share  on  the 
ordinary  shares. 

The  Amiral  Soap  Company  (Limited)  inform  us  that 
it  is  the  original  syndicate,  not  the  present  company,  which 
is  proposed  to  be  voluntarily  wound  up  for  business  reasons. 

Farbwerk  Muhlheim  vorm.  A.  Leonharot  4c  Co. — 
Duriog  the  half-year  ending  July  30  84,638m.  of  net  profit 
was  made,  a?ainst  54  247m.  in  the  whole  of  1893  and 
180,159m.  in  1897. 

Phillips  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bombay. — Mr.  Thomas  Ste- 
phenson, F.C.S  ,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  for  some  years 
has  been  assistant  manager  of  this  company,  has  now  been 
appointed  general  manager. 

Pelhams  (Limited).— The  Daily  Mail  reports  that  the 
Pelham  Medicine  Company  is  to  be  formed  into  a  syndicate, 
with  a  capital  of  2.000/ ,  in  1/.  shares.  The  managing 
director  takes  the  view  that  in  the  near  future  the  property 
may  ba  sold  to  a  larger  company,  when  "  the  return  to  the 
shareholders  iu  the  syndicate  will  be  from  50/.  to  60/.  for 
each  1/.  share." 

Condensed  Milk  Combine. — Following  up  their  decision 
not  to  amalgamate  with  the  Nestle  Company,  trie  Anglo- 
Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Company  have  issued  a  lengthy 
circular  to  their  shareholders  giving  their  reasons  for  reject- 
ing the  proposal  and  instituting  comparisons  between  the 
two  businesses.  In  the  course  of  many  finarciil  details 
they  state  that  the  Acgio-S*iss  Condensed  Milk  Company 
possessed  on  December  31,  1893,  about  nine  million  francs' 
worth  of  disposable  property,  while  the  Nestle  Company's 
property  of  a  similar  nature  was  worth  only  about  four 
mdlion  francs.  They  also  state  that  the  capacity  of  produc- 
tion of  their  factories  is  at  least  three  times  as  great  as  that 
of  Nestle  and  that  their  sales  are  more  than  double.  As 
regards  further  negotiations,  the  directors  of  the  Anglo- 
Swiss  Company  are  not  oisinclined  to  a  fusion,  but  not  on 
the  equal  basis  sought  by  the  Nestle  Company.  The  last 
offer,  r>y  which  Nestle  was  to  receive  two-fifths  and  the 
Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Company  three-fifths  of  the 
share  capital  of  the  new  combine,  was  the  extreme  point  to 
which  the  directors  would  go. 
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IRattonal  Eyport  Exposition. 

0Nr  Thursday,  September  4,  Mr.  Stone,  tbe  Governor  of 
Pennyslvania,  opened  tbe  great  National  Exposition  of 
the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States,  which  has  been 
chiefly  promoted  by  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum. 
The  Exposition  is  situated  in  Philadelphia,  and  contains  a 
complete  representation  of  every  line  of  goods  manufactured 
in  American  mills  and  factories.    The  main  building  is  repre- 


sented in  tie  illustration  given  here,  and  it  comprises  a  total 
area  of  200,000  square  feet  available  for  exhibits  So  great 
was  the  demand  for  space  that  additional  buildings  for  exhibits 
of  agricultural  machinery,  implements,  vehicles,  and  furniture, 
and  for  transportation  exhibits  other  buildings  were  erected. 
These  exhibits  are  classiEei  in  sections,  comprising  machinery 
for  all  purposes,  electrical  motors  and  supplies,  vehicles,  im- 
plements and  tools,  furniture,  floor-coverings,  food -products, 
drugs  and  chemicals,  novelties  and  notion*,  as  well  as  manu- 
factures of  steel  and  iron  and  other  metals,  glass,  leather, 
and  wood,  in  every  c'ass.  Much  of  the  machinery  is 
shown  in  motion,  illustrating  its  purposes.  Representatives 
of  the  exhibitors  are  in  attendance  to  meet  foreign 
visitors. 

Although  we  gave  very  full  particulars  in  our  is-iue  of 
February  4  regarding  the  working  of  the  Commercial 
Museum,  we  may  add  the  following  particulars  in 
regard  to  it  which  aopear  in  the  September  number 
of  the  Forum: — Dr.  W.  P.  Wilson,  the  originator  and 
principal  director  of  the  Museum,  began  with  a  grant 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  buy  a  patt  of  the  exhibits 
sent  to  the  Caicago  Exposition.  The  City  Council  of 
Philadelphia  has  liberally  subsidised  the  institution  since. 
■Broadly  speaking,  the  Commercial  Museum  consists  of  three 
departments — namely,  Educational,  the  Museum  proper,  and 
the  Bureau  of  Information.  Free  lectures  on  commercial 
.geography,  illustiated  by  samples  of  products,  are  given 
during  the  autumn  and  winter,  and  parties  of  students  are 
escorted  through  the  Maseum  by  competent  guides.  This  is 
the  present  extent  oE  the  educational  work,  but  considerable 
extensions  are  contemplated.  The  Museum  is  a  very  exten- 
sive collection  of  samples  of  raw  material  from  all  parts  of 
the  earth,  and  of  finished  products,  with  full  details  of  price, 
demand,  and  character  of  the  markets.  The  Bureau  of 
Information  is  the  characteristic  section  of  this 
organisation.  It  aims  to  keep  the  business 
world  of  America  in  touch  with  the  entire 
commercial  world,  and  it  works  by  the  following,  among 
other  methods.  Some  1  200  trade-journals  and  alt  consular 
reports  are  received  at  the  Museum,  and  a  staff  of  trans- 
lators and  abstractors  is  employed,  whose  business  it  is 
to  extract  all  items  of  information  that  may  be  useful  for 
American  manufacturers  to  know.  The  information  is 
promptly  sent  out  to  the  right  people.  The  financial  stand- 
ing of  buyers  abroad  is  ascertained  and  supplied  by  an 
army  of  correspondents  in  every  great  centre  of  the  world's 
industry.  To  accomplish  all  this  work  Dr.  Wilson  states 
that  about  125  clerks  are  employed  at  the  Museum,  and 
that  they  have  nearly  20,000  regular  and  some  60.000  occa- 
sional correspondents  who  are  drawn  upon  for  information. 
The  success  of  Dr.  Wilson's  scheme  is  in  startling  contrast 
to  what  is  known  on  this  side  as  the  enterprise  of  the 
Imperial  Institute,  which  started  with  fifty  times  its  advan- 
■  tages. 

In  connection  with  the  Exhibition  an  International  Com- 
mercial Congress   will  be  held   cn   October   10  in  the 


auditorium  constructed  for  the  paipjse  on  the  Exhibition- 
grounds 

The  Hon.  William  McKinley,  President  of  the  United 
States,  is  expected  to  welcome  the  delegates  and  open  the 
Congress.  Trade-subjects  of  all  kinds  will  be  discussed. 
Amongst  those  suggested  are:  "  Import  duties  and  their 
Effect  on  Foreign  Trade";  "Reciprocity  in  Its  Relation  to 
Foreign  Trade  "  ;  "  Would  the  proposed  new  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Industry  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
Skates  aid  in  increasing  our  Foreign  Trade  and  Strengtheciog 
Foreign  Relations?"  "Advantages  of  an  Extension  of  Inter- 
national Partis- post  Facilities  as  a  Stimulus  to  American 
Export-trade." 


1Ro\>al  pbotoorapbic  Society 


THE  forty-fourth  annual  exhibition  of  the  Royal  Photo- 
graphic Society  opened  on  September  23  at  tne  palier.- 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Painters  in  Water  Colours,  Pa'l  Mall 
East.  Tne  annual  soiree  was  held  on  Suur  Jay  evening,  when 
Major-General  J.  Waterhouse  received  the  visitors  in  the 
absence  of  the  Earl  of  Crawford. 

The  number  of  photographs  exhibited  is  less  than  last 
year,  but  the  exhibition  maintains  its  position  as  a  record  of 
the  progress  of  photography  during  the  year.  Mr.  A.  Stieglitz 
introduces  the  novelty  of  the  year  in  a  platinum  vignette  in 
two  colours  (293),  "  developed  locally  with  various  solutions 
by  a  purely  photographic  process,"  a  process  we  should  like 
to  hear  more  about.  No.  306,  by  the  same  gentleman,  is  an 
example  of  local  develonment  with  a  brush  by  the  Keiley 
glyceiin  method.  No.  333,  a  copy  of  an  etching  which  pro- 
cures a  medal,  is  an  "absorption"  print  from  a  negative 
obtained  by  allowing  green  nr  yellow  light  lo  fall  upon 
bromide  or  "  alpha  "  paper  p'aced  with  the  sensitive  face  in 
close  contact  with  the  picture  copied,  the  bromide  paper 
lying  interposed  between  the  light  and  tbe  picture.  There 
are  several  other  examples  of  this  method  at  the  exhibition. 
Kodak  (Limited)  have  (354)  a  series  of  three  enlargements 
on  smooth  Royal  bromide  paper,  showing  the  effect  of  using 
boltiog  cloth  either  in  close  contact  with  the  surface  of  the 
bromide  paper  or  at  a  distance  of  in.  from  the  surface. 
Mr.  W.  Andrews,  in  341,  has  an  interesting  study  of  raiabows 
in  tbe  sky  which  show  that  the  tint  of  the  sky  is  blighter 
inside  the  bow  than  outside.  One  of  the  prints  shows  the 
secondary  or  outer  bow. 

Mr.  EJgar  Senior  shows  three  Lippmann  interference 
colour  photographs,  one  of  them  being  of  the  spectrum  of 
tbe  arc  light.  They  are  unfortunately  rather  difficult  to  see. 
In  the  pictorial  section  there  are  several  good  studies  of  the 
head— No.  2L,  "  Head  of  an  Old  Mat),"  by  Mr.  Dudley  Hoyt, 
and  "  Auld  Hugh  "  (No.  44 ),  by  Everard  &  Co  ,  being  par- 
ticularly noticeable;  the  former  is  a  "medalled"  picture. 
Several  photographers  are  exhibiting  night  effects :  No.  60, 
"  A  Wet  Night  in  Trafalgar  Square,"  by  Mr.  Coysh,  and 
"A  Mis'y  Night — Madison  Square,"! by  Mr.  W.  A.  Fraser, 
beiog  tbe  best  two  shown.  No.  133,  "Summer  Shades," 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Gash,  has  procured  a  medal.  Tbis  photo- 
graph is  a  carbon  print  of  a  woodland  scene  in  which 
beech-trees  predominate.  Another  medalled  picture  is 
"  Tne  Miller's  Workshop,"  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Greatbatch.  In 
this  there  is  a  minimum  of  the  workshop,  the  photograph 
being  the  view  seen  by  looking  out  of  the  door.  "  Willow 
Palm  "  (151)  and  "  Thistle-seeds  "  (258).  *y  Miss  Blake,  and 
"Meadow-sweet"  (197)  and  " Roses"  (276),  bp  Mr.  White- 
head, are  beautiful  examples  of  tbe  flower  studies  usually 
associated  with  the  name  of  Mrs.  Cirine  C  idby.  Mr.  Eicke- 
mejer's  best  photograph  this  year  is  No.  225,  "  The  Dance"; 
it  is,  however,  marked  "  Not  for  competition,"  as  we  under- 
stand the  print  was  not  actually  made  by  the  exhibitor.  In 
the  lantern-slide  section  there  is  a  series  of  six  transparencies 
in  colour,  by  the  Joly  process,  by  Miss  Wonley,  which  shows 
well  the  great  possibilities  of  the  process. 

The  exhibit  of  apparatus  displayed  on  the  table  contains 
some  interesting  contributions.  Messrs.  G.  Houghton  &  Son 
show  the  "Sanderson"  camera,  the  hand-camera  on  this 
principle  being  a  great  attraction.  Tnis  firm  also  showed 
Lloyd's  rotary  trimmer,  with  whish  in  is  claim=d  that 
buckling  of  the  print  and  the  consequent  uae?en  edges  are 
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tmirely  obviated.    It  certainly  worked  well  when  we  tried 


St.  Me ssrs.  Watson  &  Sons  exhibit  the  "  Gambier  Bolton  " 
hand-camera,  especially  designed  for  animal  studies,  and 
ihe  "Kromaz"  colour  apparatus,  in  which  three  colour 
screens  are  utilised  for  making  coloured  stereoscopic  nega- 
tives. Mr.  T.  Webster  has  a  simple  flashlight-apparatus  on 
view,  in  which  a  pinch  cf  powdered  magne  ium  is  injected 
ihrough  the  flame  of  three  wax  matches.  Kodak  (Litni  ed) 
had  the  Zenith  and  folding  pocket  kodak  No.  2  on  sbow. 
Among  the  goods  shown  by  Messrs.  Marion  &  Co.  we  noticed 
the  "  Bono  "  circle  print-trimmer  for  making  round  prints  to 
fit  in  the  round  spaces  provided  on  some  iashionable  kinds 
of  mounts,  a  new  form  of  Hunter  &  Driffield  actinograph 
on  the  sliding-rule  principle,  and  a  speed-testing  piinting- 
frame,  in  which  there  is  provided  an  arrangement  of  six 
narrow  shutters  side  by  side  for  the  exposure  of  a  plate  in 
strips.  Messrs.  J.  J.  Giiffin  &  Sons  (Limited)  show  the 
yCyko"  camera  and  a  fiame  of  four  negatives  showing 
curious  effects  obtained  with  kachin  developer  cf  different 
ages  and  concentratioc.  One  of  the  series  developed  with 
concentrated  kachin  followed  by  combined  kachin  and  hypo 
has  resulted  in  the  complete  reversal  of  the  image.  Mr. 
Wheeler,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  llfracombe,  has  some 
"  melzograph"  screens  of  varying  fineness.  The  screens  are 
intenced  to  impart  to  photographs  an  even  and  ungeo- 
metrical  grain  for  studio  or  process  work.  For  the  former 
purpose  the  screen  is  placed  with  its  grained  surface  sepa- 
rated from  the  negative  by  the  thickness  of  an  I.E.  band,  and 
the  printing  conductedin  direct  sunlight.  There  is  also  a 
sample  of  reticulated  ruby  glass  prepared  by  the  same 
process,  which  possesses  high  diffusive  power  for  dark-room 
illumination. 

The  exhibition  remains  open  until  November  11.  On 
Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Saturday  evenings  it  is  open  from 
7  to  10,  when  lantern- slides  are  shown  by  means  oE  the 
optical  lantern. 


[Notices  of  births,  not  exceeding  30  words,  are  inserted  at 
a  charge  of  2  s.  6c?.] 


Bbay.— On  Sep'ember  22,  at  Wadbrough  Foad,  Sheffield, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  G.  K.  Bray,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a 
son. 


flDarrtages, 


Adams— Mitchell.— At  Bellefield,  47  Magdalen  Green 
Dundee,  on  September  20,  by  the  Rev.  G.  Smart,  School 
Wjnd  U.P.  Church,  James  Rodger  Adams,  of  Putney.  S  W., 
elder  son  of  the  late  Mr.  David  Adams,  chemist,  Dundee,  to 
Diana  Middleton,  fourth  daughter  of  Mr.  Alexander  Mitchell, 
of  Jobannetb jrg,  and  Mrs.  Mitchell,  47  Magdalen  Green, 
Dun  let. 

Adam  son — Russell  —At  the  George  Hotel,  Kirkcaldy,  on 
Septembtr  19.  by  the  Rev.  Wm,  M'Gbee,  Buckhaven,  Alex- 
ander W.  AdamsoD,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Isabella, 
daughter  of  Mr  Alexander  Russell,  Ccaltown  of  Wemyss. 

Davidson — Johnston. — At  the  rarish  chapel,  WiltoD, 
on  September  16,  Walter  Davidson,  chemist,  Hawick,  to 
Miss  Isabella  Johnston. 

Dawnet — Fabmeb — On  September  25,  atBadby  Parish 
Church,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Scratton,  M.A.,  Charles  B.  Dawney, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Clifton,  Bristol,  to  Hettie,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  George  Farmer,  Badby,  Northamptonshire. 


Deakin — McLachlan. — On  September  18,  at  Drumcondra 
Church,  by  the  Rev.  John  Cornell,  M.A.,  James  Aubrey 
Deakin,  L.P.S.I.,  Mount  Auburn,  Richmond  Road.  Dublin,  to 
Catherine  Robertson,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  Donald  McLachlan, 
Dramcondra. 

Dodd — Evans— On  September  16,  at  Wesley  Chapel, 
Liverpool,  by  the  Rev.  B.  Dodd  (father  of  the  bridegroom), 
assisted  by  Rev.  W.  S.  Dodd  (brother),  Frederick  Robertson 
Dodd,  F.l.C,  F.C.S.,  to  Mary  Elizabeth  (Lillie),  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Evans,  of  Liverpool. 

Duggleby — Htjddleston. — On  September  16,  at  St. 
Stephens,  Lewisbam,  by  Canon  Brameld,  assisted  by  the 
Rsv.  C.  J.  Wiltshire,  Septimus  Duggleby  (of  Messrs.  Schutze- 
&  Co.)  to  Constance  Mary,  yoangest  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  F.  W.  Huddleston.  of  Plumstead. 

Timms— Allan. — At  Dumfries,  on  September  22,  by  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Chapman,  M.A.,  assisted  by  the  Rev.Duncao, 
Cameron,  B.D.,  George  Herbert  Timms,  St.  Loes,  Ambeiley 
Stroud,  Gloucester,  to  Annie  Birrell  Carruthers,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  William  Allan,  pharmaceutic*!  chemist, 
Dumfries. 


2>eatbs, 


Bubton  — On  August  5,  at  Tokyo,  Japan,  Mr.  W.  K. 
Burton.  Aged  46.  Mr.  Burton  was  a  well-known  authority 
on  photography,  his  hook  Modern  Photography  ranking 
as  one  of  the  most  popular  treatises  cn  the  subject  extant 
He  was  formerly  Professor  of  Engineering  at  the  Imperial1 
Technical  College.  Tokyo,  but  had  lately  filled  an  adminis- 
trative position  at  Formosa.  Mr.  Burton,  who  was  the  son 
of  the  late  Dr.  J.  H.  Burton,  of  Edinburgh,  was  46  years  old 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Cook. — On  September  14,  at  Priestcliffe,  Ditch,  near 
Taddington,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  chemist 
and  druggist,  formerly  iD  business  at  Ohapel-en-le-Frith. 

Devebeux — On  September  11,  Mr.  F.  E.  Devereux, 
chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Wood  Street,  Walthamstow: 
Aged  56. 

Lester. — On  September  11,  Mr.  Theodore  0.  Lester,, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Skipsea,  Hull.    Aged  77. 

Lewington. — On  September  10,  Mr.  Alexander  Belamy 
Lewington,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cleveland  Street,  London,. 
W.    Aged  64. 

Rayneb. — On  September  11,  Mr.  William  Rayner,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  50  High  Street,  Mile  Town,  Sheerness-. 
Aged  66. 

Schobllkopp.— On  September  15,  at  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  Mr. 
JaCDb  F.  Schoellkopf,  president  of  the  firm  of  Schoellkopf, 
Hartford  &  Maclagan,  whole.-ale  druggists,  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Schoellkopf  was  born  in  Southern  Germany  about  seventy-four 
years  ago,  aDd  went  to  the  United  States  in  bis  early  days.  He 
owned  the  Hjdraulic  Canal  at  Niagara  Falls,  fiom  which, 
of  late,  considerable  developments  of  elestrical  power  have- 
been  obtained.  Mr.  Schoellkopf  had  not  been  actively 
engaged  in  business  during  the  past  few  years. 

Shove. — On  August  26,  Miss  Bertha  Shove,  pharmaceutical' 
chemist,  Lewisham. 

Stewaet. — At  Hamilton,  N.B.,  cn  September  22,  Mr. 
John  Stewart,  chemist  and  druggist.  Deceased  gentleman 
died  suddenly  of  apoplexy  while  on  his  way  home  to  dinner. 
He  had  carried  on  business  in  the  town  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  but  was  of  a  retirirg  disposition,  and  took  no  part  in 
public  affairs.  He  is  survived  by  a  widow  and  grown-up 
family,  one  of  his  sons  beiDg  a  doctor  at  Eaglesham. 


"  Phabmaceutical  Foemtjlas" — "This  is  just  the  book 
I  want.  1  have  aB  many  of  your  journals  as  anyone  in 
Australia,  and  have  copied  therefrom  many  excellent 
formulas,  which  I  have  kept  in  a  diary.  This  book,  how- 
ever, will  be  much  more  convenient  for  reference." — AN  Oli> 
n  s.w.  scbscbibeb  who  knows  a  good  thing  when 
he  Sees  it. 
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personalities. 


Mh.  R.  W  Walden,  chemist,  has  been  unanimously  co-opted 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardiaus  for  the  uoited  parishes 
of  St.  George,  Hanover  Square,  and  Westminster,  in  place  of 
the  late  Col.  Bruce,  C.B. 

Dr.  Geo.  Watt,  reporter  on  economic  produces  to  the 
Government  of  India  is  makitg  an  extended  tour  to  the  chief 
commercial  centres  of  the  Eastern  empire  to  try  and  secure 
the  co-operation  of  the  mercantile  community  in  the  Indian 
Commercial  Museum. 

Thbough  the  Kindness  op  Mrs.  Walter,  wife  of  Mr. 
W.  F.  Walter,  chemist,  Oxford  Street,  Southampton,  a  very 
successful  sale  of  work  was  held  on  September  19,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  funds  to  purchase  a  piano  for  the 
imbecile- wards  of  the  woikhouse. 

Mr.  Samuel  Fry,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bishop's  Waltbam> 
has  decided  to  relinquish  business  in  that  town.  His  decision 
has  caused  much  i  egret,  for  Mr.  Fry,  who  is  a  native  of 
Bishop's  Waltham,  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  its  welfare. 
He  is  a  parish  councillor,  a  trustee  of  the  Institute,  and  a 
zealous  worker  in  the  cause  of  the  parish  church. 

Mr  J.  F.  Child,  the  manager  of  the  London  Essence 
Company,  George  Street,  Camberwell,  was  on  September  23 
presented  with  a  handsome  "  tantalus  "  by  the  travellers  of 
the  company,  on  the  occasion  of  his  forthcoming  wedding. 
The  presentation  was  made  in  the  company's  ornamental 
pavilion  at  the  Confectioners'  Exhibition  by  the  senior 
traveller,  Mr.  G.  Peels. 

Among  the  members  of  the  Plymouth  County  Council 
who  retire  at  the  end  of  this  municipal  year  and  will  not 
seek  re-election  is  Councillor  J.  G.  Netting,  chemist,  of 
North  Road,  who  represents  St.  Peter's  Ward.  While  on  the 
Council  Mr.  Netting  has  taken  a  special  interest  in  the 
Victoria  Park  scheme,  by  which  a  large  area  of  waste  land 
is  to  be  converted  into  pleasure-grounds. 

On  Saturday,  September  23,  the  employes  of  Messrs. 
Jewsbury  &  Brown,  Manchester,  presented  Mr.  Stones  (the 
senior  partner)  and  Mrs.  Stones  with  a  silver  rose-bowl  and 
pedestal  upon  the  celebration  of  their  silver  wedding.  The 
presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  Abraham  Wood,  who  has 
been  associated  with  the  firm  since  about  1835 — a  period  of 
sixty-four  years.  No  fewer  than  nine  of  those  who  took 
part  in  the  presentation  were  on  the  staff  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  Stones's  wedding.  Mr.  John  Bardsley  (the  manager) 
presided  over  the  proceedings,  which  were  also  taken  part 
in  by  Mr.  Robt.  Bardsley  and  Mr.  T.  Hayes. 


IRew  IBoofcs. 


Any  book  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Burdett,  S.'r  H.  Hospitals  and  Charities,  18E9.  7A  x  4f. 
'Pp.  1,002.    5s.    (Scientific  Press.) 

Carvel!,  J.  M.  Handbook  for  Nursery.  8f  x  5h.  Pp.  70. 
ls.net.  (Barber.) 

Crookes,  Sir  W.    Wheat  Problem  :  based  on  remarks  made  in 
Presidential  Address  to  Brit.  Assn.  at  Bristol  in  1898.  Rev., 
'  with  Answer  to  Critics,  Future  Wheat  Supply  of  United  States, 
by  C.  Wood  Davis  and  John  Hyde.    8h  x  5£.    Pp.  218.    3s.  6d. 
(.Murray.) 

Evans,  E,  Botany  for  Beginners.  7  x  4f.  Pp.  298.  2s.  6d. 
(Macmillan.) 

Farmer,  J.  B.  Prac.  Intro,  to  Study  of  Botany  :  Flowering 
Plints.    121  illns,    7ft  x  4i.    Pp.282.'    2s.  6d.  (Longmans.) 

Robson,  H.  Principles  of  Mechanics.  Part  1 :  Mechanics  of 
Solids;  Part  2:  Of  Fluids.  7*  x  44.  Pp.  158.  2s.  6d.  (Sci. 
Press.) 

Watson,  J.  K.  Handbook  for  Nurses.  Ih  x  4f.  Pp.426.  5s. 
Sci.  Press.) 

Wills,  G.  S.  V.  Elements  of  Pharmacy.  9th  ed.  7i  x  44. 
Pp.  296.    6s.  6d.  (Simpkin.) 


£raoe*flDarfts  Hpplieo  tor* 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  mutt- 
address  the  ComptrollertOeneral,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 

When  "no  claim  "  is  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  abstracts,  this 
implies  "no  claim  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word"  in 
inverted  commas. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  September  20,  1899.) 
"Zingessol";  for  zinc  white.    By  Orr's  Zinc  White  (Limited).. 
11  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  224,706. 

"  Mobto,"  and  label  with  wording  and  name,  &c.  (essential  par- 
ticular, "Morto");  for  insect-powder.  By  C.  H.  Griffiths, 
71  Market  Street,  Droylsden.  223,107. 

Sketch  of  Rock  of  Gibraltar;  for  fly-papers.  By  J.  A.  Garibaldi, 
21  Church  Place,  Gibraltar.  224,222. 

Signature  of  applicant ;  for  a  medicine.  By  Jabez  A.  Jones,  143 
Clifton  Street,  Roath,  Cardiff.  223,584. 

"Kosmica";  for  an  ointment.    By  Albert  Simmons,  1  Godfrey 

Street,  Chelsea,  S.W.  224,107. 
"  Milkine  "   (no  claim  for  "Milk");    for  chemical  substances. 

By  the   Elgin  Milkine   Company,  Elgin,   Illinois,  U.S.A. 

'     224,379.  •  ' 

"  Germacine  "  (no"claim  for  "Germ");  for  chemical  substances. 
By  Davies,  Gibbins  &  Co.,  Bridge  Street,  Derby.  224,388. 

"Chinopin"  (no  claim  for  "  Chino ") ;  for  chemical  substances. 
By  Chemische  Fabrik  auf  Actien  (vorm.  E.  Schering),  170 
Mullerstrasse,  Berlin.  224,682. 

"  Nu  Tonine"  (no  claim  for  "New  Tone");  for  chemical  sub- 
stances. By  C.  I.  Hood  &  Co.  (Limited),  34  Snow  Hill,  E.C. 
224,952. 

"  Noiram  " ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  Marion  S.  Hobbs, 
28  Hart  Street,  Henley-on-Thames.  225,247. 

"  Danya  "  ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  J.  H.  Hogg-,  6  Nightin- 
gale Park  Crescent,  S.W.  225,320. 

J;' Nursery"  Rhyme";  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.    By  O. 

Thomas  &  Brothers  (Limited),  Broad   Plain  Soap-works, 

Bristol.  224,466. 
"  Aureoline  "  ;  all  goods  in  Class  48  except  tooth-powder  or  like 

articles.    By  J.  Bobbins,  57  Warrington  Crescent,  Maida 

Vale,  W.  2*4,568. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  September  27, 1899.) 
"  Gelotd  "  (no  claim  for'"  Gelo  ")  ;  for  chemical  substances.  By 

Kodak  (Limited),  43  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.  223,008. 
"  Vermul  "  (no  claim  for  "  Verme  ")  ;  for  veterinary  medicines. 

By  S.  FJessop,  96  Manchester  Road  J  Nelson,  Lancashire. 

225,221. 

"  Tonka  "  (no  claim  for  "  Tonic  ")  ;  for  salines  and  salt3.  By 
Quarton  &  Merritt,  64  Burnley  Road,  Leeds.  222,803. 

"Emaciolet"  (no  claim  for  "Emacio");  for  a  specific  for 
obesity.  By  Annie  Gilbert,  14  Upper  Baker  Street,  N.W. 
223,950. 

"  Kugloids  "  (no  claim  for  "  Kugel  ") ;  for  chemical  substances. 

By  H.  H.  Mason,  7  Broadway,  West  Norwood,  S.E.  224,030. 
"  OsmazonS''  (no  claim  for  "  Osmazone ") ;  for  beef-tea.  By 

Coleman  &   Co.    (Limited),   Wincarnis    Works,  Norwich. 

224,094. 

"  Sinclair's  Heart  Toxic  Pills,"  device  of  a  nautilus,  and 
wording  (essential  particular,  the  nautilus  device) ;  for  pills. 
By  Sinclair's  Heart  Tonic  Pill  Company,  17  Shaftesbury 
Avenue,  London.  225,C63. 

"  Kermals  "  ;  for  [a  cough-lozenge.  By  C.  A.  Smith,  17  Victoria 
Road,  Stroud  Green,  N.  225,249. 

"  Daxel  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  the  Daxel  Com- 
pany, 25  Hanover  Street,  Pimlico,  S.W.    225,467  and  224,876. 

"  Aerizer"  (no  claim  for  "Aeri");  for  instrument  for  curative 
puposes.  By  Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  179  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  E.C.  223,930. 

"  Naturalise  "  (no  claim  for  "Natural");  for  a  toilet  hair- stain. 
By  M.  Lenten,  78  Church  Street,  Camberwell,  S.E.  223,954. 

"Heart  Charm";  for  perfumed  soap.  By  the  Erasmic  Com- 
pany (Limited),  Bank  Quay,  Warrington.  224,594. 


550 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


September  30.  1899 


Hmertcan  papers. 

Abstracts  cf  some  communications  read  at  Put-in  Bay  before  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 


Hyoscyamus  Assay. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Packner  proposed  a  modification  of  Keller's 
method  of  alkaloid-estimation,  with  a  view  to  avoiding  an 
inaccuracy  inherent  in  the  method  caused  by  the  employ- 
ment of  an  aliquot  portion  of  the  ethereal  solution  containing 
the  extracted  alkaloids.  Tne  error,  small  in  most  cases, 
assumes  appreciable  dimensioas  when  it  is  necessary  to 
operate  upon  relatively  large  quantities  of  drug.  The 
author  worked  out  his  modification  especially  with  a  view  to 
the  assay  of  byoscyamus.  After  extracting  the  drug  with 
chloroform- ether  solution  the  liquid  containing  the  alkaloid 
from  20  grammes  of  henbane  is  extracted  successively  with 
10,  10,  10,  and  10  c.c.  of  1-per-cent.  hydrochloric  acid.  This 
acid  solution  is  then  rendered  alkaline  with  5  c.c.  ammonia- 
water,  U.S. P.,  and  shaken  with  20,  10,  and  10  c.c.  of  chloro- 
form. The  chloroform,  as  it  is  drawn  off,  is  passed  through 
a  small  pellet  of  cotton,  to  retain  any  water  accidentally 
tarried  over,  into  a  shallow  beaker  and  evaporated  at  a  tem- 
perature of  25°  to  35°  C.  When  all  has  evaporated  the 
residue  is  dissolved  in  5  c.c.  of  ether  and  again  dried.  In  the 
•residue  the  alkaloid  is  determined  by  adding  ether  2  to  3  c.c, 
cochineal  test-solution  3  to  5  drops,  and  decinormal  acid  in 
slight  but  distinct  excess,  and  after  complete  solution  has 
taken  place,  and  the  ether  which  was  added  to  assist  in  the 
solution  of  the  alkaloid  has  evaporated,  determining  the 
-excess  of  acid  with  decinormal  alkali.  The  number  of  c.c. 
of  decinormal  acid  used,  multiplied  by  0  0288,  indicates  the 
weight  of  alkaloid,  calculated  as  hyoscyamine,  in  20  grammes 
•cf  drug. 

Model  Phabmacy  Laws. 

In  the  course  of  his  paper  on  "  The  Framing  of  a  Model 
Pharmacy  Law,"  Mr.  H.  M.  Whitney,  the  last  year's  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association,  said  that  the  fact  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of  that  pharmacy  laws,  like  all  other  laws,  are  supposed 
to  be  made  for  the  best  interests  and  for  the  protection  of 
the  people.  That  being  so.  it  is  necessary  to  ensure  relia- 
'bility  in  drugs,  and  care,  skill,  and  accuracy  in  compounding 
and  dispensing,  and  to  prevent  unqualified  persons  from 
acting  as  pharmacists.  Pharmacy  law  should  therefore  be 
framed  so  as  to  secure  and  approve  competent  persons, 
qualified  to  conduct  a  pharmacy,  who  would  possess  sufficient 
wisdom  and  knowledge  to  prevent  the  sale  of  poisons  for 
improper  use,  and  a  clear,  comprehensive  appreciation  of 
Sihe  law,  as  required  by  the  statute,  and  implicit  compliance 
with  it.  And  it  should  be  kept  well  in  mind  in  the  framing 
ot  these  laws,  and  the  examining  boards  connected  there- 
with, that  pure  and  undented  advanced  pharmacy  exists  only 
for  the  employment  of  one  in  a  million,  and  the  wants  and 
needs  of  the  masses  who  have  required,  and  always  will 
require,  salts,  senna,  picra,  and  other  simple  remedies  have 
hitherto  been  ignored.  Is  it  common  honesty,  he  asks,  for  the 
Association  to  neglect  the  effort  to  elevate  and  improve  the 
service  of  the  present  drug  store?  If  the  Association  depended 
entirely  for  its  existence  upon  the  scientific  part  alone, 
where  would  it  be  in  five  years  ?  It  is  not  the  exceptional 
•professional  pharmacist  of  a  purely  "scientific  character" 
•that  legislation  is  wanted  for,  he  continued,  but  it  is  for  ths 
millions  of  people  and  the  thirty  thousand  pharmacists  who 
have  a  right  to  expect  and  demand  from  the  Association 
such  protection  from  ignorance  and  reckless  dispensing,  and 
such  helpful  elevating  and  intelligent  service  as  can  be 
rendered  to  both  on  the  broad  lines  of  humanity.  What  is 
required  at  present  is  wise  helpful  assistance  to  meet 
existing  conditions.  If  the  pharmacists  of  to-day  want  a 
"  model  pharmacy  law,"  it  can  be  bad  for  the  asking  by  a 
united  effort  and  active  aggressive  work.  It  cannot  be  had 
simply  to  build  up  colleges  of  pharmacy,  or  protect  a 
favoured  few.  If  the  "mercantile"  side  is  going,  or  gone, 
and  the  Association  is  to  be  purely  or  mainly  scientifis  in 
the  interest  of  colleges  of  pharmacy  or  pharmaceutical 
manufacturers  and  specialists,  let  them  declare  the  fact 
boldly.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  an  Association  of  phar- 
macists to  "promote  the  public  welfare  and  tend  to  mutual 
strength  and  advantage  "as  set  forth  in  the  constitution,  then 


let  them  do  something  practical  and  definite  for  the  retail 
pharmacist. 

Alkaloidal  Assay. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Gordin  and  Professor  Prescott,  in  two  papers, 
continued  their  work  on  the  estimation  of  alkaloids  and  the 
astay  of  alkaloidal  drugs  by  the  iodine-method.  Tnis  is  a 
volumetric  method  for  the  estimation  of  alkaloids  by  the 
use  of  standard  solution  of  iodine,  by  which  the  higher 
periodide  of  the  alkaloid  is  formed.  This  year  the  authors 
dealt  with  the  application  of  the  iodometric  method  to 
emetine,  hydrastine,  berberine,  colchicine,  and  quinine. 
For  berberine  the  estimation  rests  on  the  formation  of  an 
insoluble  hydriodide  instead  of  a  periodide,  and  requires 
special  solutions  to  work  with.  The  processes  for  colchicine 
and  quinine  are  not  yet  satisfactorily  worked  out.  The 
alkaloid  is  extracted  from  the  drug  in  a  pure  state,  either 
by  a  percolation  or  hot-extraction  method,  the  final  alkaloidal 
solution  always  representing  a  definite  quantity  of  the  drug 
to  be  assayed.  This  solution  is  poured  into  a  100  c.c.  flask 
containing  20  or  30  c  c.  of  standardised  iodine  acidulated 
with  a  little  hydrochloric  acid.  The  flask  is  then  filled  up 
to  100  c.c,  stoppered,  and  well  shaken  till  the  periodide 
has  separated  out  Fifty  cubic  centimetres  of  the  super- 
natant liquid,  which  is  perfectly  transparent  and  of  a  red 
iodine  colour,  is  then  filtered  off,  and  the  excess  of  iodine 
determined  by  means  of  standard  sodium  thiosulphate.  The 
amount  of  iodine  consumed  multiplied  by  the  proper  factor 
gives  the  amount  of  alkaloid  present  in  the  quantity  of  drug 
taken.  For  example,  in  operating  upon  2  grammes  of 
powdered  ipecacuanha-root,  if  the  iodine  consumed  be 
0  957764,  then  the  percentage  of  emetine  in  the  drug  equals 
0  957764  x  0  55  x  100/2  =  2  63.  The  following  are  the 
factors  given  in  the  paper,  the  emetine  one  being  a  pro- 
visional representative  of  the  total  alkaloids  of  ipecacu- 
anha :  — 


Quantity  of 

Quantity  of 

Alkaloid  to 

Alkaloid  to 

The  Precipitate  Formed 

1-0000  of 

lc.c.  of  tenth- 

Iodine 

normal  Solu- 

Consumed 

tion  of  Iodine 

Atropine,  C17H.>3N03.HI.I3  ... 

0285 

0-00261 

Morphine,  CnHlqN63.HI.I3  ... 

0-749 

0-009*8 

Strychnine,  C21HMN,O.2.HI.I0  .. 

0-439 

0-00556 

Brucine,  C23HaoNoO.J'.HI.I6  ... 

0-518 

0-00655 

Mean  of  strychnine  and  brucine 

0-478 

0-00605 

Emetine,  Co8H40N2005.HI.I-  ... 

0  55 

0-006 

Hydrastine,"  C„H.nNOG.HI.I5  . . . 

0-604 

0-00764 

Caffeine,  C8HioN402.HI.I4  ... 

0-383 

0-00485 

In  the  case  of  nus  vomica,  where  two  alkaloids  are  present, 
a  mean  factor  for  strychnine  and  brucine  is  drawn.  It  is 
only  fair  to  the  authors  to  add  that  it  is  not  possible  in  a 
short  abstract  to  do  full  justice  to  their  papeis,  as  in  each 
case  there  are  special  precautions  to  be  taken  to  ensure 
accurate  working  of  the  process. 

SCOPOLA  AS  AN  ALTEBNATIVE  TO  BELLADONNA. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Williams  and  Professor  H.  H.  Rusby  dealt  with 
this  subject.  The  rhizome  of  Seopola  carniolica  was  shown 
some  ten  years  ago  to  be  practically  equivalent  to  the  root  of 
Atropa  Belladonna  chemically,  pharmaceutical ly,  and  physi- 
ologically. Mr.  Williams  advocated  the  official  recognition 
of  seopola  in  the  next  U.S.P.,  because  among  other  reasons, 
chiefly  ethical,  the  active  principle  upon  which  the  thera- 
peutic action  of  belladonna  depends  is  yielded  in  larger  pro- 
portion and  with  greater  uniformity  by  seopola  than  by 
either  the  leaf  or  root  of  Atropa  Belladonna,  and  because  the 
results  of  clinical  tests  are  favourable  to  seopola.  Professor 
Rusby's  paper  pointed  out  that  this  was  a  subject  upon  which 
much  work  had  yet  to  be  done  before  the  question  could  be 
definitely  settled.  The  habit  of  seopola  to  extend  longi- 
tudinally eliminated  the  chief  element  of  variation  which 
occurs  from  the  fact  that  belladonna-root  grows  in  thickness 
and  varies  in  alkaloidal  content  with  age.  The  alkaloid  of 
seopola  is  largely  hyoscyamine,  some  atropine,  and  an  amount 
of  scopolamine  which  differs  with  each  investigator.  One 
large  m  anuf  acturer  claims  that  it  is  a  tenth  of  the  total  alkaloid. 
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Bsaoriaticm  affaire. 


Plymouth  Chemists'  Association. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and 
District  Chemists'  Association,  held  on  September  26, 
the  prizes  won  by  students  at  the  last  session's  classes  were 
distributed  by  Mr.  Alonzo  J.  Rider,  headmaster  of  Devonport 
High  School.  Mr.  C.  J.  Park  (President)  occupied  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Eider,  cordially  received,  said  it  was  with  the  very 
.greatest  pleasure  that  he  met  again  that  evening  those  with 
■whom  he  was  associated — he  would  not  say  how  many  years 
ago,  because  that  would  be  giving  them  and  himself  away. 
(Laughter.)  Looking  at  a  piece  of  parchment  in  his  study, 
<he  saw  one  or  two  names  of  men  whom  they  all  respected, 
and  whom  he  appreciated  for  good  work  done  in  rhe  old 
chemical-laboratory.  Among  the  names  were  those  of  their 
chairman  and  one  or  two  others  whom  he  saw  about  him. 
He  therefore  felt  it  an  honour  to  have  been  asked  to  come 
amongst  them  on  that  occasion  In  the  old  days  they  had 
many  difficulties  to  face — difficulties  they  could  hardly 
appreciate  under  the  new  conditions.  When  he  met  the 
first  class  of  pharmaceutical  students,  they  assembled  in  a 
building  of  no  very  great  pretensions — in  a  room  about 
13  feet  square,  over  a  stable — (laughter) — but  they  managed 
to  do  good  work  there,  and  there  could  not  have  been 
a  better  spirit  shown  than  by  the  students  of  that 
day.  That  room  was  too  small  for  them,  and  they  moved 
to  Courtney  Street.  There  they  had  a  large  number  of  stu- 
dents who  used  to  bring  with  them  their  chemical  chests 
and  outfits,  and  they  did  some  capital  work.  In  those  days, 
too,  they  had  a  good  many  other  classes  besides  the  chemis- 
try class,  but  tbey  were  all  glad  when  there  came  a  possi- 
bility of  getting  rooms  worthy  of  the  town  and  of  the  sub- 
jects taught.  The  Plymouth  and  Devonport  Technical 
Schools,  he  had  no  doubt,  now  gave  them  all  they  wanted  in 
a  general  way.  They  could  not  expect  to  be  taught  in  those 
schools  the  technique  of  their  business  and  profession,  but 
they  did  get  in  them  a  thorough  grounding  in  scientific  sub- 
jects. He  was  sure  they  were  all  animated  with  the  same 
spirit  as  their  predecessors,  who  used  to  work  with  a  right 
good  will  and  under  conditions  which  would  give  the  very 
best  results  possible.  They  were  particularly  careful  not  to 
begin  their  work  unless  they  knew  what  they  were  driving 
«,t,  no  doubt  remembering  a  remark  by  Faraday,  who,  when 
called  by  Tyndall  to  witness  au  experiment  for  which  elabo- 
rate preparations  had  been  made,  said.  " Stop  a  minute;  you 
have  not  yet  told  me  what  I  have  to  look  for."  If  any  stu- 
dent began  an  experiment  without  understanding  what  he 
was  going  to  look  for  it  was  certain  he  would  not  be  working 
in  the  right  direction.  It  was  of  the  very  first  importance 
that  they  should  be  very 

OfiDEELY  AND  METHODICAL. 

It  was  also  important  that  thev  should  remember  that 
>they  must  prove  everything  they  did.  The  fault  of  the  old 
alchemists  was  that  they  assumed  things  because  of  certain 
appearances.  They  must  not  be  satisfied  with  appearances 
only,  but  weigh  and  measure,  and  get  real  and  definite 
proof.  They  had  engaged  in  a  work  that  did  not  appear  to 
present  so  many  pleasures  as  some  other  callings  offered, 
but  it  was  a  work  that  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 
public,  and  it  would  stand  still  higher  if  the  public  was 
brought  more  in  contact  with  such  men  as  they  had  the 
honour  to  entertain  in  that  western  metropolis  lately — the 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference.  All  who 
followed  the  proceedings  of  that  Conference  must  have  been 
impressed  with  the  high  aims  that  the  Society  had,  and  the 
students  in  that  district  would  do  their  best  to  attain  the 
ideals  which  their  chiefs  in  tbe  profession  had  put  before 
them,  and  thus  secure  their  own  happiness. 

Mr.  Rider  then  distributed  the  prizes,  the  list  beiDg  as 
follows: — 

Materia  Meclica  Class—  First  prize,  Mr.  Bryan,  copy  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  ;  second,  Mr.  Pickard,  burette. 

Chemistry  Class. — First  prize,  Mr.  Hellyer,  copy  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  ;  second,  Mr.  Vibert,  Lucas's  "Pharmacy." 

Pharmacy  Class.  —  First  prize,  Mr.  Reynolds,  Greenish's 


"Materia  Medica "  ;  second,  Mr.  Brja.i,  Perkin  and  Kipping's 
"  Organic  Chemistry." 

Mr.  Barge,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Rider,  re- 
called the  time  when  several  of  his  apprentices  studied 
under  Mr.  Rider,  and  said  one  or  two  of  them  were  now 
doing  thoroughly  well  in  London  and  other  p'aces. 

Mr.  Weary  seconded  tbe  motion  and  spoke  in  compli- 
mentary terms  of  Mr.  Rider's  long  connection  with  pharma- 
ceutical classes.  Students  might  rely  upon  Mr.  Rider's 
advice  as  being  thoroughly  practical.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Rider  briefly  acknowledged  the  vote  of  thanks  and 
said  he  would  like  to  emphasise  his  opinion  as  to  the  value 
of  practical  chemistry  by  offering  an  annual  prize  for  the 
student  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  teacher,  made  the  most 
satisfactory  progress.  (Applause.) 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  Committee  met  to  examine 
the  nomination  papers  for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
election  will  take  place  at  the  annual  meeting. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Taesday  evening,  September  26' 
at  the  Rutland  Institute,  Sheffield,  to  elect  officers  and 
arrange  the  programme  for  the  ensuing  season.  Mr.  G. 
Squire  (President)  occupied  the  chair.  Most  of  the  officers 
were  re-elected.  Mr.  Squire  is  again  to  fill  the  President's 
chair,  this  being  his  third  year  of  office.  Mr.  J.  B.  Pater, 
who  desired  to  be  relieved  of  his  secretarial  duties,  was 
made  a  Vice-President,  in  company  with  Mr.  J.  Austen,  a 
new  Secretary  being  found  in  Mr.  H.  Antcliffe,  dispenser  to 
the  Sheffield  Board  of  Guardians,  whose  address  is  the 
Union  Offices,  Westbar,  Sheffield.  The  other  officers  are  :— 
Hon.  School  Secretary,  Mr.  S.  T.  Rhoden ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  J. 
Preston;  Auditors,  Mr  J.  T.  Hewitt  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Ibbitt; 
Librarian,  Mr.  C.  P.  Carr.  Mr.  Antcliffe  was  elected  to  the 
position  on  the  Council  vacated  by  Mr.  Ibbitt. 

The  School  Session 

is  to  be  inaugurated  on  Thursday,  October  19,  at  the  rooms 
of  the  Sheffield  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  on  which 
occasion  Professor  Hicks,  M  A.,  F.R.S.,  Principal  of  Sheffield 
University  College,  will  address  the  students.  On  the  same 
evening  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  the 
Wharncliffe  Hotel.  The  programme  of  the  work  of  the 
winter  season  was  not  finally  drawn  up,  but  it  will  be  on 
similar  lines  to  previous  ones,  and  will  include  a  ball,  one  or 
two  smoking-concerts,  and  a  picnic  in  the  summer. 


Messes.  Davies,  Gibbins  &  Co.,  Derby,  send  us  a  sample 
of  aloin  of  their  own  manufacture,  which  they  are  now 
offering  to  the  trade.    It  is  a  good  preparation. 

The  Boaed  of  Tbade  and  "  Izal." — The  Beard  of  Trade 
has  sanctioned  "  Izal  "  as  an  alternative  disinfectant  to  car- 
bolic acid  on  emigrant  and  other  vessels. 

Db.  E.  A.  Mabtin  has  recently  come  to  London  as  repre- 
sentative of  Messrs.  Henry  W.  Wampole  &  Co.,  manufacturing 
chemists,  Philadelphia,  U.S.A..,  and  is  making  his  head- 
quarters at  4  Dake  Street,  Adelphi,  W.O.  An  extract  of  cod- 
liver  oil  is  the  speciality  which  he  is  pushing. 

Photogbaphic  Supplies.  —  Messrs.  Cadett  &  Neill 
(Limited),  Ashtead,  Surrey,  announce  that  they  have 
arranged  to  supply  20s.  parcels  of  their  plates  and  papers, 
direct  and  carriage  paid  for  cash  with  order.  This  offer  is 
only  made  to  dealers,  and  it  should  be  noted  that  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  firm  have  to  be  respected.  There  are  further 
particulars  in  our  advertising-columns  of  this  scheme,  which 
should  prove  a  great  convenience  tc  chemists. 

The  Farbwerke,  vorm.  Meister,  Lucius  &  Bruning,  46 
St.  Mary  Axe,  EC,  send  us  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  on  the 
chemical  and  therapeutic  properties  of  synthetic  preparations 
which  they  manufacture,  and  which  include  orthoform, 
nirvanin,  holocaio,  oxaphor,  antipyrin,  migriinin.  tussol, 
pyramidone,  lactophenin,  alumnol,  zinol,  argonin,  dermatol, 
benzosol,  and  lysidin,  besides  diphtheria  antitoxin.  The 
pamphlet  is  only  printed  in  German. 
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"  A  Pessimist,"  who  has  read  the  articles  which  have  appeared  in 
our  last  two  issues,  and  who  is  sufficiently  youthful  to  look 
forward  with  sympathy  to  what  next  week  means  to  many 
budding  pharmacists,  sends  us  the  subjoined  reflections, 
which  we  print  partly  because  it  is  good  to  let  off  steam  now 
and  then,  and  also  because  "  A  Pessimist's  "  position  in  phar- 
macy brings  him  into  touch  with  representative  opinion.  It 
is  curious  to  note  the  distinction  drawn  between  the  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  and  chemist  and  druggist. 

TN  a  few  days  many  a  young  man  will  be  seeking  to  enter 
JL  the  gates  of  pharmacy.  There  will  be  the  inaugural 
address  to  inspire  him  to  his  efforts  ;  the  gentle  or  stentorian 
tones  from  the  inaugural  chair — if  I  may  use  the  expression 
— will  interest  to  the  spell- bound  pitch,  will  ripple  over  with 
complacent  amusement,  will  inspire,  will  exalt,  will — well, 
one  knows  what  they  will  do.  Bat,  that  apart,  to  what  has 
the  average  chemist  and  druggist  to  look  for  his  daily  bread? 
At  one  time  he  was  the  handmaid  of  the  man  of  medicine, 
now  he  is  the  slave  of  something  worse.  Let  us  consider  a 
few  of  his  duties.  He  procures  from  sundriesmen,  at  the 
shortest  notice,  nostrums  for  customers  who  actually  know 
even  more  about  their  cootents  than  he  does.  They  at  least 
have  tasted  them  ;  he  has  never  so  much  as  opened  a  package 
of  this  anti- something  for  headache,  or  that  "  opposed- to- 
humbng  "  for  neuralgia. 

He  further  offers  for  sale  "  counter- specialities  "  of  this 
large  emporium,  or  the  "packed  goods"  of  that  wholesale 
house — "goods  printed  with  own  name  and  address  on  orders 
of  three  dozen  or  upwards." 

Another  duty  that  he  is  "qualified"  to  perform  is  the 
vending  of  perfumes:  he  obtains  them  in  bulk  from  the 
wholesale  house,  fills  smaller  bottles,  and  caps  and  labels 
them  "Jockey  Club  "  or  "  Patchouli." 

Sometimes  the  counter-speciality  jobber  saves  him  the 
trouble  of  filling  from  one  bottle  to  another.  The  chemist 
and  druggist  rarely  prepares  his  scents  direct  from  the  oils, 
and  why  blame  him  1  Does  not  the  wholesale  house  print 
name  and  address  on  the  labalsfree  for  orders  of  three  dozen 
or  upwards  1 

Then  there  are  feeding-bottles  and  all  the  attendant  para- 
phernalia :  the  teats  with  1  to  n  holes,  blind  teats,  soothers, 
vaccination-shields — every  class  of  baby-adjunct. 

Pour  Madame  are  the  powder-puffs,  cosmetics,  soaps,  and 
sponges,  poudres  d 'amour  et  patati  et potato, 

To  have  the  right  to  make  a  living  by  selling  these  and 
all  the  other  articles,  the  chemist  and  druggist  has  crammed 
his  brain  with  knowledge  until  it  was  at  bursting-point.  He 
has  succeeded  in  passing  his  examination  after  two  or  three 
attempts — returniog  on  each  occasion  to  grind  again  at 
nights,  and  gaining  the  wherewithal  for  three  months'  food 
and  the  examination-fee  from  a  "part-time  crib." 

The  dispensing  is  of  course  a  side  line,  and  an  endless 
source  of  anxiety.  The  stores,  so  his  best  customer  informs 
him,  fill  the  "scrips  "more  cheaply  than  he  does,  and  he 
has  sunk  so  low  in  the  mire  that,  although  he  left  his  school 
or  college  with  Utopian  dreams  of  a  little  "lab  ,"  with  mill, 
percolator,  and  tincture- press,  these  dreams  are  soon  ex- 
pelled from  the  mind  of  the  hard-driven  chemist  and 
druggist. 

The  jovial  jobber  arrives  regularly  on  the  Monday  or  the 
Tuesday,  and  assures  him  that  his  house  can  powder  drags 
and  make  tinctures  cheaper  and  better  than  he.  If  he  does 
not  prepare  his  own  galenicals,  much  less  will  he  ever  test 
what  he  bays — the  result  often  beiDg  a  call  before  a 
magistrate,  and  a  consequent  loss  of  renommc.  Bat  still  no 
change  is  possible;  no  self-respecting  man  in  business  could 
allow  the  professional  tourist  to  leave  his  threshold  without 
having  placed  a  goodly  number  of  lines.  Most  of  these  he 
could  have  made  himself. 

Expedition  is  hampsred  on  his  part  by  his  label-printer 
sending  on  his  labels  at  pleasure,  and  his  chemical  house 
forwards  the  invoices  days  after  the  goods  have  been  turned 
into  stock.  These  are  just  a  few  of  the  thorns  in  the  path 
of  the  poor  chemist  and  druggist. 

The  pharmaceutical  chemist  stands  on  a  different,  a 
slightly  better  footing.  What  he  has  to  fear  is  the  com- 
petition which  bids  fair  to  force  him  into  the  degeneration 
which  has  dragged  down  his  humbler  brother.    It  is  his 


aim,  as  well  as  that  of  the  chemist  and  druggist,  to  attract 
the  medical  maD,  yet  how  is  he  to  do  this  1 

What  chance  has  either  in  competition  with  the  firms  who 
send  out  their  own  would-have-been  medical  men,  armed 
with  their '•  open  sesames  "  for  the  butlers  at  the  doctors' 
doors  1  Anent  this,  I  heard  the  other  day  of  an  inex- 
perienced traveller  who  sent  up  his  private  card  to  one  of 
the  busiest  West-end  practitiDcers.  "  Another  patient." 
Shown  in.  Usual  opening  words.  Incipient  delirium  on 
part  of  consultant.  Ejection  with  blood-curdling  anathemas. 
Relating  the  experience  our  novice  remarked,  "Iknew  he 
wouldn't  see  me  if  I  sent  up  the  firm's  card." 

What  can  the  small  man  do  to  compete  against  his  own 
wholesale  house,  whose  traveller  solicits  orders  from  him, 
whilst  another  from  the  same  firm  simultaneously  calls  on 
his  best  professional  patrons  ? 

To  advertise  specialities  in  the  medical  journals  will  not 
pay  the  man  of  small  means  ;  to  advertise  to  the  public  is 
not  considered  ethical.    How  is  the  man  to  live  ? 

"Pessimist"  tears  his  hair  and  growls  out  discontent. 
But  even  a  pessimist  must  make  an  existence.  He  pulls  him- 
self together  to  appease  the  budding  pharmacist  with  a  few 
terse  concluding  words  of  advice : — 

Let  him  during  his  whole  student  career  be  very  watchful. 
Indeed,  he  cannot  be  too  watchful,  too  observant.  A  certain 
young  man  who  recently  gained  one  of  the  blue  ribbons  of 
pharmacy  was,  during  his  apprenticeship,  the  most  observant 
man  I  ever  met.  He  would  gaze  for  hours  into  a  varnishing- 
pot  with  solemn  speculation  as  to  the  chemical  action  of 
sandarach  varnish  on  pills  of  cascara  extract. 

The  observant  man  is  one  who  will  do  well  in  after-years. 

I  would  advise  the  student,  as  he  walks  along  the  thorough- 
fares of  life  and  London,  to  gaze  around  for  ideas  and  look 
into  the  chemists'  windows — yea,  store-windows  as  well. 
There  is  a  lot  to  be  learnt  from  a  store-window.  It  is  usually 
less  dusty  than  that  of  the  orthodox  man.  But  the  observant 
student  will  reflect  on  the  dazzling  sham  cut-glass,  the 
striking  cartoons,  the  tasteful  drapery — the  standard  of  the 
drugs  and  the  narrow  margin  of  profic. 

Let  our  student  turn  himself,  when  qualified,  to  a  scientific 
"  something  "  as  a  hobby — to  bacteriology,  for  example  ;  let 
him  pay  some  attention  to  therapeutics,  to  anatomy  ;  keep 
up  his  chemistry  by  preparing  some  of  the  more  complicated 
organic  compounds ;  devote  himself  to  the  microscope;  to 
microscopic  stains ;  interest  himself  in  photographic  work — 
the  chemistry  of  the  many  processes  at  present  in  use  ;  take 
up  x-ray  work,  experiment  in  electricity,  study  botanical 
physiology,  the  analysis  of  plants ;  in  short,  take  up  some 
special  work,  and  introduce  his  scientific  hobby  into  his 
business. 

And  although  for  a  year  or  two  this  may  not  appear 
lncrative,  it  will  at  least  preserve  his  self-respect,  and  one 
day — who  knows  ? — it  may  be  the  nucleus  of  a  large  general 
wholesale  business,  or  he  may  himself  hit  upon  some  "  anti- 
something"  wherewith  to  flood  the  market.  At  this  point, 
so  the  cynic  whispers,  self-respect  no  longer  matters. 

He  may,  perchance,  invent  some  really  ethical  nostrum, 
yet  prefer  to  "run"  it  under  a  p?eudonym,  and  thus 
end  his  days  as  a  pillar  of  pharmacy.  Bat  there  are  better 
things  than  even  these — one's  mottoes,  after  all,  should  be 
Altiora peto,  Meliora spero. 


The  Rat,  commonly  called  by  botanists  Ratus  domerticus, 
exists  in  several  varieties.    The  one  which  is  here  figured  is 
var.  Leedsii,  and  its  habitat 
is  Briggate,  or  thereabouts. 
It  is  distinguished  from  other 
varieties  by  the  twist  of  the 
tail.     The  twist  is  situated 
round  the  stem  of  a  poppy-  . 
capsule  —  Papaver  somni- 
feriim,  so  called  because  Papa 
avers  that  the  Ratus  domeCti- 
cus,  var.  Leedsii,  does  this 
sort  of  thing  when  he  is  sleep- 
ing    But  that  is  a  d — tale. 
When  the  fruit  dehisces  from 

the  tail  the  rodent  penetrates  to  the  seed-vessels,  and  there 
he  finds  Maw's  feed-er !  The  artist  assures  us  that  this  is 
how  rats  steal  poppy-heads.    Rats  1 
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©bservations  ant>  IReflectfons. 

By  Xratseh. 


Carbolic  Acid. — It  will  be  very  disappointing  if  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  does  not  resolve  on  a  strong  protest 
at  it3  meeting  next  week  in  reference  to  the  unjustifiable 
delay  of  the  Privy  Council  to  either  add  carbolic  acid  to  the 
poisons-9chedale  or  to  give  some  sensible  reason  fori  not 
doing  so.  Etiquette  in  this  matter  has  bound  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  too  long.  The  spirit  of  the  Pharmacy  ,  Act 
undoubtedly  requires  that  this  poison  should  be  formally 
recognised,  and  if  the  Privy  Council  persists  in  thus  defying 
the  Act  over  which  it  has  a  certain  supervision  its  conduct 
should  be  challenged  in  Parliament.  There  can  be  very 
little  doubt  of  the  rejult  of  a  contest.  The  time  has  come 
for  taking  a  strong  lead,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
will  win  respect,  and  may  secure  success,  and  deserve  the 
thanks  of  the  public  by  a  persistent  and  earnest  policy  at 
the  present  time. 

The  New  Poisons  Act  of  Cape  Colony  and  the  Victorian 
Poisons  Bill,  both  reported  in  the  last  number  of  the  C.  $  B., 
testify  to  the  universal  dread  of  being  poisoned  which  very 
properly  haunts  the  public  mind.  This  consideration  is  'the 
basis  of  the  British  Pharmacy  Act,  and  the  only  reason  why 
any  statute  in  the  English  language  has  been  framed  to 
afford  protection  to  chemists  and  druggists.  -  It  ought  to 
have  been  obvious  to  our  leaders  through  the  past  half- 
century,  and  it  certainly  should  be  now,  that  the  handling 
and  sale  of  poisons  is  the  one  line  on  which  pharmacists  can 
hope  to  advance,  legislatively.  Mr.  F.  S.  Grimwade's  speech 
in  the  Victorian  Legislative  Council,  wherein  he  showed  the 
danger  oE  the  careless  sale  of  such  a  substance  as  cyanide 
of  potassium,  and  deduced  the  importance  of  making  it 
absolutely  illegal  for  others  than  chemists  to  sell  this  "and 
similar  poisons,  must  have  been  very  effective.  It  is  cer- 
tainly evidence  of  the  service  a  man  who  understands  the 
drug-trade  can  render  in  a  Parliament. 

*  *         *  * 

The  Cape  Act,  I  notice,  requires  that  every  "proprietary 
medicine  sold  in  the  colony  containing  a  scheduled  poison 
shall  state  on  the  label  the  name  of  its  poisonous  ingredient 
or  ingredients.  This,  I  believe,  is  a  more  definite  provision 
than  has  been  made  in  any  previous  Act  passed  in  the  British 
Empire.  In  our  own  Pharmacy  Act  the  sale  of  proprietary 
msdicines  is  not  specifically  alluded  to,  but  it  is  provided 
that  when  a  poison  is  sold  it  shall  be  labelled  with  the  name 
of  the  article  (not  of  the  poison),  with  the  word  "  Poison," 
and  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller.  It  is  probable 
that  our  medi sine-makers  have  generally  gone  beyond  the 
requirements  of  this  section  of  the  Act.  In  most  cases  when 
they  have  sold  a  proprietary  medicine  containing  a  poison 
they  have  Earned  the  poison  on  the  label;  but  surely  the 
name  of  the  atticle  is  the  name  under  which  it  is  sold,  as 
for  instance,  cblorodyne,  Powell's  babam  of  aniseed,  &c! 
This,  at  least,  would  be  a  fair  contention.  Under  the  Cape 
Act,  of  course,  it  could  not  be  argued.  It  will  not  make 
much  difference,  however,  as  far  as  British  manufacturers  are 
concerned,  seeing  that,  as  already  stated,  most  of  them  now 
f  alfll  the  required  conditions. 

*    i     '£  ■  j* 
"The  New  English  Dictionary,"  or  "The  Historical 
English  D1Ctionary,"  as  it  is  now  generally  called,  has  been 
brought  to  the  end  of  "  H."    The  latest  part  (Horizontally— 


Hywe)  contains  nothing  much  of  special  pharmaceutical 
interest,  though  the  many  pages  devotei  to  words  beginning 
with  hydro,  hyper,  hypo,  and  the  like,  testify  to  the  exten- 
sive invasion  the  English  language  has  had  to  suffer  from 
scientific  and  technical  terms.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
words  formed  with  the  above-quoted  prefixes,  and  which 
belong  to  the  domain  of  chemistry  and  medicine,  have  been 
born  during  the  present  century.  Their  history  is  scarcely 
lively  reading. 

*  *  *  # 

"Huckster"  is  a  word  of  some  little  interest.  It  looks  as 
if  it  had  been  derived  from  an  old  English  word,  to  "  huck," 
which  meant  to  higgle,  to  haggle  in  trading.  Bat,  unfor- 
tunately for  this  suggestion,  "  huckster  "  appears  to  be  an 
older  word  than  "  huck."  Dr.  Murray  traces  back  "  huckster  " 
(as  huccster  or  huccster ess)  to  about  the  j  ear  1200.  There 
are  corresponding  words  in  Dutch  and  German,  but  these 
are  not  so  old  as  the  English  word.  Some  continental 
etymologists  trace  the  German  word  to  a  verb  meaning  to 
squat,  supposing  it  to  be  applied  to  the  people  who  kept 
stalls  in  markets,  and  the  Dutch  word  "hoekster"  13  by 
others  believed  to  be  derived  from  "  hoek  "  =  a  corner,  in 
allusion  perhaps  to  the  probable  fact  that  the  stalls  where 
general  goods  were  sold  were  generally  at  the  corners  of  rows. 

*  *     *  # 

"  Humbug  "  is  another  word  the  origin  of  which  has  been 
lost.  It  first  appeared  in  English  iterature  about  the  year 
1750,  and  seems  to  have  promptly  caught  on.  Writers  of 
the  period  declare  it  to  have  had  no  genuine  derivation,  and 
it  was  probably  only  a  happy  invention.  Humbug  is  also 
the  name  of  a  sweetmeat,  a  sort  of  peppermint  toffee, 
known  in  Gloucestershire,  Lincolnshire,  and  some  parts  of 
the  north  Mrs.  Gaskell.  in  "Sylvia's  Lovers,"  refers  to 
someone  who  had  "  provided  a  packet  of  humbugs  for  the 
child." 

*  *  #  * 

The  Etymology  of  "Drug" — It  does  not  seem  as  if 
our  philologists  have  satisfactory  settled  the  etymology  of 
this  word.  I  am  aware  that  the  generally-accepted  deiiva- 
lion  is  the  Anglo  Saxon  "dryge  "  =  dry.  Dr.  Murray 
cautiously  states  that  the  ulterior  origin  is  uncertain.  The 
earliest  quotation  he  gives  is  from  the  Close  Roll  of 
Edward  III.,  1327  : — "Novem  balas  de  drogges  de  spicerie." 
In  some  MSS  of  Chaucer  the  word  appears  as  "  dragges,"and 
this  has  led  some  etymologists  to  the  belief  that  the  words 
"drug"  and  "dragee"  (a  stomachic  sweetmeat)  are  of 
similar  origin.  Professor  Skeat,  however,  says  "dragges" 
and  "  drogges"  cannot  be  the  same  word.  Littre,  following 
most  continental  authorities,  says  that  the  French  "  drogue," 
and  the  Spanish  "  droga,"  come  from  the  Dutch  "droog"  or 
" drook,"  which  also  means  dry.  Sime  authoiities  explain 
that  this  etymology  is  based  on  the  fast  that  a  drug  was 
generally  a  dried  herb,  while  it  has  also  been  guessed  that  a 
drug  was  so  called  becau-e  it  dried  up  and  cleansed  the 
body,  affording  no  nourishment. 

#  #  *  # 

A  Happier  Explanation  seems  to  be  that  the  word 
"drug"  is  a  descendant  of  the  Cymric  " drwg."  old  Irish, 
"  droch,"  signifying  something  that  is  bad.  This  idea  is 
worked  out  in  Larous-se's  "Grand  Dictionnaire  Universal." 
The  word  would  thus  be  associated  with  he  almost  invari- 
ably nasty  taste  of  medicines.  The  Celtic  "drwg"  would 
probably,  he  thinks,  be  related  to  the  Sanscrit  "  druh,"  which 
is  applied  in  the  Rigveda  to  a  maleficent  demon.  Demons 
under  this  or  similar  names  are  traceable  in  many  Eastern 
folklore  tales,  and  the  Irish  had  a  dwarf  evil  spirit,  which 
was  known  as  a  "  droich  "  Che  connection  of  the  word 
"  drug  '  with  this  running,  >ometfcing  ra;.ty  and  common, 
would  go  some  way  towards  explaining  th»  very  ancient  use 
of  the  word  as  sometbii  g  nit  waD'ed,  as  when  we  speak  of 
"  a  drug  in  the  market  "  and  it  nrcht  probably  help  to  under- 
stand its  apolioation  to  a  common  sort  of  carpet,  called  a 
"  drugget,''  which  some  authorities  with  no  scrt  of  historical 
evidence,  have  associated  with  the  town  of  Drogheda. 
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"  Trifles  make  perfection,  but  perfection  is  no  trifle. 


R. 


M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 
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//  you  aim  at  perfection,  use 


Fletchers'  Concentrated  Liquors 


Bottodal  Comments. 


A  Test=case  Wanted — "At  Once." 

Hitherto  the  Winter  Session  has  not  peeped  above  the 
horizon  in  the  month  of  September,  but  the  eagerness  of 
Blackburn  for  the  fray,  or  probably  the  desire  of  Mr. 
Gilford  to  give  the  word  to  the  country,  has  eaten  into  a 
fortnight  of  the  dull  season.  Which  is  not  an  unpardonable 
offence,  but  the  "  word"  was  not  good  enough  for  haste.  In 
their  Federation  motion  the  North-East  Lancashire  Association, 
demanded  the  "  earliest  possible  settlement  of  the  question 
of  chemists'  titles,"  and  last  week  it  was  urged  that  this 
should  be  done  "  at  once,  by  a  test-case,  which,  at  the  very 
least  would  demonstrate  the  law's  absurdity."  We  take  this 
to  mean  (but  are  open  to  correction)  that  the  Association 
consider  that  the  use  of  Pharmacy  Act  titles  by  limited 
companies  is  illegal ;  therefore  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  should  take  steps  to  have  the  matter  decided 
by  proceeding  against  a  company — Boots,  Cash  Chemists 
(Limited),  for  example — for  unlawful  use  of  the  title.  There 
are  others  in  the  drug-trade  besides  the  North-Bast  Lan- 
cashire Association  who  seem  to  think  this  an  unsettled 
question  because  the  London  and  Provincial  Supply  Associa- 
tion action  was  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  therefore 
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that  the  question  of  titles  was  not  raised,  and  should  bo 
raised  now  by  a  fresh  action.  This  argument  sounds 
plausible,  but  really  reveals  ignorance  of  the  comprehensive- 
ness of  the  Hou;e  of  Lords  decision  in  the  case,  which,  it 
should  be  remembered,  was  raised  on  the  15th  section  of  the 
Act  that  does  two  thiDgs— protects  titles  and  restricts  the 
sale  of  poisons— and  the  verdict  was  decisive  in  saying  that 
corporations  are  not  struck  at  by  the  section.  The  proposi- 
tions submitted  to  their  Lordships  were  substantially — 

For  the  Society. — The  Act  says  that  certain  things  (sale  of 
poisons  and  use  of  titles)  may  only  be  done  by  certain 
persons  (those  registered  under  the  Act),  and  as  companies 
are  not  such  persons  they  may  not  do  these  things. 

For  the  Company. — The  Act  says  it  is  unlawful  upon  the 
part  only  of  an  unregistered  person  or  persons  to  do  these 
things  and  as  a  corporation  is  not  and  cannot  be  a  person 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.it  is  not  unlawful  for  it  to  do 
these  things. 

Their  Lordihips  accepted  the  latter  proposition,  and  while 
deciding  that  a  corporation  might  keep  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  poisons— and  sell  them,  if  it  were  physically  possible 
for  corporations  to  do  so,  they  showed  that  corporations  could 
a'so  use  the  titles.  Lord  Selborne  made  it  particularly 
clear,  in  his  exposition  of  the  first  clause,  that  the  declara- 
tion "  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  a  person  "  [not  registered,  to 
sell  poisons  or  use  titles]  is  inapplicable  to  a  corporation. 
He  added,  "  exactly  the  same  observations  occur  upon  the 
15th  section."  Lord  Blackburn  was  equally  explicit,  re- 
marking— "  I  say  that  a  corporation  is  out  of  that  clause 
[the  15th]  which  prohibits  parsons  from  keeping  opon  shop." 
Lord  Watson  addressed  himself  more  to  '  the  intention  of 
the  Legislature"  than  the  question  of  the  moment,  but  he 
significantly  remarked  that  "  if  it  had  been  the  intention  of 
the  framer  of  Sections  1  and  15  to  .  .  .  impose  penalties 
upon  a  corporation  keeping  opan  shop  ...  it  would  have 
been  very  simple  for  the  Legislature  to  have  said  so  in 
express  terms."  From  all  this  it  is  evident  that,  although 
their  Lordships  addressed  themselves  to  the  issue  before 
them,  th 'y  demonstrated  that  nothing  in  Sections  1  and  15 
is  applicable  to  corporations.  Consequently  limited  com- 
panies may  do  what  these  sections  provide  for,  viz.—"  sell 
or  keep  open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compoundine 
poisons,  or  assume  or  use  the  title '  chemist  and  druggist,'  &c." 

Asking  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  institute  a  tast-case 
in  face  of  this  judgment  by  the  highest  court  of  the  country 
is  ridiculous.  We  can  only  assume  that  the  committee  of  the 
Association  at  Blackburn  has  spoken  in  ignorance  of  the 
facts  which  we  have  stated — facts  which  are  well  known  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  Bat  that  is  no  excuse  for  tbose 
who  assume  the  position  of  formulating  the  opinion  of  the 
trade,  and  it  decidedly  discounts  the  competence  of  Black- 
burn to  dictate  a  policy  in  regard  to  company  pharmacy. 
The  direction  of  our  effort  should  be  towards  securing 
efficient  amendment  of  the  clauses  of  the  Companies  Bill 
dealing  with  this  matter,  and  agreement  upon  that  botween 
the  parties  concerned — 3-reat  Britain  and  Ireland — is  the  first 
thing  to  be  done. 

Future  of  Citric  Acid. 

During  the  past  few  summers  the  demand  for  citric  acid 
has  greatly  increased,  on  account  of  the  fact  that  so.  called 
crystal-lemonade  has  become  an  exceedingly  popular 
article  for  making  refreshing  drinks.  The  preparation  is, 
substantially,  coarsely-powdered  citric  acid  coloured  with 
a  synthetic  dye  and  flavoured  with  oil  of  lemon.  Tartaric 
acid  is  useless  for  the  purpose,  because  there  is  no  artificial 
yellow  which  will  stand  the  action  of  tartaric  acid,  and 


there  are  several  which  are  quite  stable  when  mixed  with.- 
citiic  acid.  As  the  sale  of  such  preparations  is  stimulated 
by  advertisements,  and  is  undoubtedly  profitable,  it  is  to 
be  expected  that  with  the  recurrence  of  the  consuming-season, 
the  demand  for  the  acid  will  again  be  abnormal,  especially 
if  the  weather  is  as  hot  as  it  was  this  summer.  One  other- 
element — in  fact,  the  principal  element — that  dictated  this 
year's  advance  in  the  price  of  the  acid  was  the  "cornering  " 
of  the  concentrated  lemon-juice  in  Sicily.  The  fact  was 
known  several  months  before,  and  several  buyers  of  citric 
acid  anticipated  it  so  well  that  hundreds  of  pounds  must 
have  been  made  by  some  of  them  who  placed  large  orders- 
early  in  the  year,  and,  we  believe,  came  into  market  as 
secondhand  sellers  when  the  value  began  to  rise. 

We  may  recall  the  fact  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  con- 
suming-season the  makers'  price  for  citric  acid  (crystals)  in 
contract  quantities  (one  ton  and  upwards)  was  Is.  3d.  per  lb.. 
In  May  the  price  was  advanced  to  Is.  5d.,  in  June  to  Is.  Id., 
and  in  July  to  Is.  1\d. — second-hand  holders  boing  able  to 
get  the  same  price.  In  August  thejprice  fell  to  Is.  Id.,  but  hss- 
now  fallen  to  Is.  5\d  ,  although  the  second-hand  quotatior  s- 
are  Is.  bd.  to  Is.  b\d.  It  must  not  be  thought  that  the 
makers  have  been  coining  money  with  every  batch  of  crystals 
they  have  turned  out.  They  generally  have  their  hands  full 
of  contracts  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  and  if  they  have 
not  secured  a  season's  supply  of  juice  at  a  Ioat  rate  they 
stand  to  be  the  losers  should  the  price  of  juice  go  up.  That 
is  believed  to  have  been  the  case  this  year.  They  had  to  fill 
contracts  for  acid  made  before  the  rise,  while  they  were 
buying  juice  at  the  high  rates.  How  they  have  come  out 
of  the  fray  is  no  concern  of  ours,  and  as  the  speculation 
sometimes  goes  the  other  way — second-hand  holders  having 
to  fulfil  their  contracts  on  a  falling  market  —manufacturers 
do  not  solicit  anybody's  sympathy.  But  the  future  of  the 
article  is  of  importance,  and  we  may  well  ask,  Will  such 
a  condition  of  the  market  as  has  been  experienced  this 
summer  recur  1  On  this  point  we  have  received  some 
important  information  from  a  correspondent  in  Sicily, 
following  up  the  preliminary  s'atement  which  we  have 
previously  given.  A  syndicate  has  been  formed  in 
Messina  for  the  jjurpose  of  buying  and  selling — or,  in  other 
words,  "cornering" — lemon-juice  and  citrate  of  lime,  under 
the  somewhat  awe-inspiiing  title,  "  Societa  Agiumaria  per  la 
compra  e  vendita  dello  Agro  Cotto  e  del  Cedrato  di  Calce."" 
Already  half  the  shares  in  this  syndicate  have  been  sub- 
scribed for,  and  it  is  likely  to  become  a  success,  as  the 
engineers  of  the  concern  are  large  fruit-growers,  leading 
Sicilian  merchants,  and  exporters.  Should  it  ultimately 
succeed  in  cornering  the  raw  material  the  position  of  affairs 
for  the  coming  buying-season — from  November  onwards — is 
likely  to  be  complicated,  and  a  decline  in  prices  can  scarcely 
be  looked  for. 

The  present  quotation  for  lemoE-juice  and  citrate  of  lime 
is  low — viz.,  15Z.  per  pipe,  c.  and  f.  terms,  for  prompt  ship- 
ment, and  14£.  for  January- April  delivery;  but  these  prices 
are  understood  to  be  ruling  only  for  lots  purchased  before 
the  definite  operations  of  the  syndicate.  Another  considera- 
tion which  our  Messina  correspondent  puts  forward  as  a- 
hardening  element  is  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  scarcity  of 
raw  tartar  materials,  not  only  for  the  coming  season,  but 
also  for  the  next  few  years.  The  cause  of  this  scarcity  is 
attributable  to  the  phjlloxera  having  to  a  certain  extent 
destroyed  the  native  vineyards,  which  have  been  replaced  of 
late  years  with  American  vines,  and,  on  account  of  their 
youth,  these  can  only  produce  for  the  first  three  or  four  years  a 
wine  of  an  aqueous  nature,  which  leaves  little  or  no  tartaric 
substances. 

As  the  manufacture  of  tartans  acid  goes  on  with  that  of 
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citric,  and  the  manufacturers,  as  far  as  they  can,  confine 
themselves  to  the  former  when  citric  materials  are  dear  or 
scarce,  the  outlook  on  either  hand  is  far  from  bright. 
Matters  are  quiet  here  at  present,  but  they  are  quite  the 
reverse  in  the  South  of  Italy,  and  it  will  be  well  for  all 
interested  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out  on  the  movements  during 
October. 


Commercial  Education  for 
Pharmacists. 

We  observe  that  our  advocacy  of  special  commercial 
training  for  those  who  are  to  spend  their  lives  in  the  drug- 
trade  has  independent  support  from  Professor  R;mington, 
of  Philadelphia.  In  the  last  i?sue  of  the  Alumni  Report  of 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  there  is  a  note  by 
the  Professor,  stating  that  the  College  has  recently  added 
an  optional  course  of  commercial  training  to  its  pharma- 
ceutical curriculum.  He  refers  to  the  omission  of  this 
subject  during  the  past  seventy-eight  years  of  the  college- 
work,  remarking  that  the  omission  was  due  to  lack  of  time 
to  spare  from  the  scientific  work,  and  he  thinks  there  are 
hundreds  of  old  graduates  who  would  say  that  if  they  had 
in  their  student-days  had  a  chance  to  learn  proper  methods 
of  book-keeping  and  correct  ideas  of  business-forms  they 
would  have  been  better  off  to-day.  Professor  Remington's 
advocacy  of  the  course  is  couched  in  terms  so  akin  to  what  we 
have  ourselves  stated  that  we  cannot  do  better  than  quote 
his  words : — 

One  may  acquire  an  excellent  knowledge  of  forms  used  in 
wholesale-business  transactions,  or  in  the  shipping  or  banking 
departments,  but  retail-transactions  scm  to  have  been  regarded 
as  too  simple  and  beneath  notice,  and  yet  thousands  of  phar- 
macists who  have  been  well  equipped  in  the  technical  knowledge 
of  their  profession  are  bemoaning  their  fate  as  unsuccessful  men 
to-day  because  they  have  been  careless  in  their  accounts  or  have 
made  some  serious  blunder  in  handling  drafts,  endorsing  notes, 
making  leases,  buying  stores,  &c,  or  failed  to  connect  in  some 
business-transaction  because  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  some  of 
the  simplest  principles.  It  is  hoped  that  a  large  number  of  the 
■students  of  the  College  will  take  this  course,  which  is  open  to  all, 
and  spare  a  portion  of  their  time  in  learning  how  to  capture  not 
only  the  nimble  nickel,  but  the  slower  dollar.  Of  what  value  will 
their  scientific  or  professional  training  avail  if  they  have  not 
•sufficient  business-ability  to  turn  this  information  to  practical 
account  and  keep  their  stores  alive  by  furnishing  the  where- 
withal to  earn  their  daily  bread  ?  Let  every  alumnus  lend  his 
influence  to  this  new  move,  and  by  encouragement  and  advice  aid 
"his  assistant  to  make  his  time  spent  at  the  College  of  the  utmost 
value  to  him  in  his  after-life. 

We  are  glad  to  think  that  the  Philadelphia  College  has 
made  a  start  in  this  direction.  A  precedent  such  as  this  was 
wanted.  Our  Schools  of  Pharmacy  in  this  country  are  so 
constituted  that  it  may  be  a  long  time  before  any  of  them 
add  a  course  of  instruction  on  commercial  methods  to  their 
Minor  Syllabus.  The  School  of  Pharmacy  in  Bloomsbury 
should,  however,  be  the  first  one  to  do  it,  because  it  is  the 
only  school  which  professes  to  train  pharmacists  rather  than 
candidates  for  examination.  From  the  account  of  the  work 
done  in  the  school  which  was  given  in  our  Educational 
Number  by  a  student  who  had  passed  two  sessions  in  it,  we 
gather  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  time  to  spare,  and  that  a 
commercial  course  of  instruction  would  b8  a  relief  to  the 
tedium  of  laboratory  instruction.  There  is  money  in  it 
for  the  school  that  first  tikes  up  this  commercial  side  of 
pharmaceutical  education. 


Belladonna  Plasters. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  we  gave  an  abstract  of  a 
report  by  Mr.  Thomas  Macfarlane,  chief  analyst  of  the 
Canadian  Government,  upon  belladonna  plasters  made  by 


various  American  and  Canadian  manufacturers  who  were 
named  in  the  report.  Much  controversy  has  resulted  from 
the  publication,  because  some  of  the  manufacturers  whose 
plasters  were  stated  to  show  a  low  alkaloidal  content  dis- 
puted the  analysis,  while  others  with  higher  results  pushed 
the  moral  home  by  liberally  advertising  the  facts.  Mean- 
while, Mr.  Macfarlane  has  not  been  lying  in  a  bed  of  roses, 
as  we  gather  from  a  report  which  we  tuve  received  this 
week  from  Canada.  This  is  a  farther  report  by  Mr.  Mac- 
farlane on  the  subject  It  appears  that  Messrs.  Johnson  & 
Johnson,  New  Brunswick,  N  J.,  after  last  year's  report  was 
published,  complained  to  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Inland 
Revenue,  and,  as  a  result  of  negotiations  between  them.it  was 
agreed  to  go  into  the  matter  thoroughly  again.  A  process  of 
analysis  was  agreed  upon  between  the  parties — namely,  the 
method  of  assaying  suggested  by  the  Research  Committee 
of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  Revision. 
This  method  of  assay  is  printed  in  the  report,  but  we  need 
not  refer  to  it  further,  as  it  is  substantially  the  method 
described  by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Parker,  Ph.C,  in  this  Journal 
on  August  19.  Mr.  A.  McGrill,  who  is  assistant  to  Mr. 
Macfarlane,  includes  in  the  report  some  exceedingly  valuable 
comments  in  regard  to  the  assaying  of  belladonna  plasters, 
including  the  method  which  he  has  found  to  be  best  for 
assaying  these  plasters  made  with  an  indiarubber  basis. 
This  is  worth  repeating  : — 

1.  Use  one  plaster  for  each  assay.  [The  weight  of  plaster  on 
each  mass  varies  from  7  to  9  grammes — average,  say,  5ij-] 

2.  Work  in  duplicate. 

3.  Prepare  duplicates  by  taking  two  plasters,  and,  after  stripping 

off  the  face-muslin,  placing  them  with  their 
2        faces  together.     Divide,  as  indicated  by  the 
i  dotted  lines  in  the  diagram,  and  use  sections 

I     (1  and  1)  and  (2  and  2)  for  the  respective 

I      _       ;      .         duplicates.  [If  this  plan  is  adopted,  the  dift'er- 
;  ence  in  the  alkaloidal  percentage  in  two  assays 

1  is  not  more  than  0"02.] 

4.  Weigh,  and  cut  into  strips  about  i  inch  wide.  Place  in 
an  ordinary  8-oz.  phial,  and  add  75  c.c.  chloroform  and  15  drops 
ammonia  solution  (strong  ammonia  and  water  1  vol.  to  1  vol.),  and 
shake  vigorously  for  fifteen  minutes. 

5.  Pull  out  the  strips  of  cloth  with  a  hooked  wire,  and  wash 
them  in  a  small  beaker  with  25  c.c.  of  chloroform,  and  add  this  to 
the  larger  quantity  in  the  bottle. 

6.  Dry  the  strips,  and  weigh.  The  difference  between  this 
weighing  and  the  former  one  gives  the  weight  of  plaster-mass 
worked  on. 

7.  To  the  chloroform  in  the  bottle  add  about  25  grammes  o 
clean  sand  and  80  c.c.  of  alcohol,  and  shake  vigorously  for 
fifteen  minutes.  [Three  estimations  of  alkaloids  left  in  rubber 
gave  0-003,  0  01,  and  0-007  per  cent.] 

8.  Transfer,  through  a  filter,  the  rubber — free  liquid  to  a  10-oz. 
phial ;  add  25  c.c.  of  2-per-cent.  sulphuric  acid,  and  shake  vigo- 
rously for  ten  minutes. 

9.  Pour  into  a  separating-funnel  ;  allow  to  stand  till  a  clean 
separation  occurs,  and  run  off  the  lower  (chloroformic-alcohol) 
layer  into  the  bottle.  The  upper  (watery)  layer  is  transferred  to 
a  centrifuge  separator  funnel. 

10.  Repeat  the  above  process,  using  15  c.c.  and  then  10  c.c.  of 
dilute  acid.  In  at  least  one  of  the  assays  of  each  duplicate,  re- 
peat the  shaking-out  to  five  times.  [This  is  the  most  critical 
stage;  the  repeated  washing  is  absolutely  essential.] 

11.  The  centrifuge  separator  contains  a  small  quantity  of 
chloroform  alcohol,  and  the  supernatant  watery  liquid  is  not 
perfectly  clear.  Ten  minutes'  rapid  rotation  effects  a  clean 
separation. 

12.  The  acid,  watery  layer  is  run  into  a  pear-shaped  separator, 
made  alkaline  with  ammonia,  and  shaken  out  with  four  (or  five) 
successive  portions  of  chloroform,  using  25  c.c.  the  first  time,  and 
10  c.c.  afterwards.  A  gentle  motion,  continued  for  periods  of  ten 
to  fifteen  minutes,  is  given  by  means  of  a  mechanical  shaker. 

13.  The  chloroforraic  solutions  are  run  off  into  a  glass  capsule 
and  evaporated  to  dryness,  at  a  low  temperature,  by  a  current  of 
warm  air.  [From  steam-heated  cylinder  blown  on  surface  of  the 
liquid.] 

14.  The  residue  is  rubbed  out  with  5  c.c.  of  hydrochloric  acil 
(decinormal),  using  a  rubbfr-tipped  glass  rod,  and  titrated  back 
with  centinormal  (or  one-fiftieth  normal)  soda,  using  cochineal  as 
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indicator.  [The  alkaloidal  substance  is  usually  crystalline  if  the 
evaporation  has  been  slow,  and  the  weight  close  to  the  titration 
figures— e.g.,  0-385  weight  and  0-369  titration,  0475  and  0'425 
ditto.] 

Factor.— 1  c.c.   N-  =  0-00289  atropine. 

100  l 

The  notes  in  brackets  are  the  briefest  abstracts  of 
Mr.  McGill's  observations.  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson,  in 
their  complaint  to  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Inland  Revenue, 
stated  that  the  samples  previously  examined,  being  of 
American  manufacture,  should  have  been  compared  with  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia  and  not  with  the  British  ; 
second,  that  there  had  been  some  mistake  in  reckoning  the 
alkaloids  by  the  different  analysts;  and  third,  that  it  was  a 
gross  error  on  the  part  of  some  analysts  to  identify  the 
alkaloids  of  Scopolia  carniolica  as  tropeines.  To  these 
objections  Mr.  Macfarlane  replies  as  well  as  Mr.  McGill ;  but 
into  this  matter  it  is  unnecessary  that  we  should  enter, 
because  the  present  deals  with  thirty-four  new  samples  of 
belladonna-plasters  (collected  in  January  and  February  of 
this  year)  examined  according  to  the  method  agreed  upon. 
Fourteen  of  these  samples  made  by  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson 
were  obtained  in  duplicate,  one  set  being  given  to  their 
agents  in  Montreal,  who  handed  them  over  to  Mr.  J.  Bemrose, 
of  Montreal,  for  analysis;  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Harrison,  District 
Analyst,  London,  Ontario,  analysed  another  set  on  behalE  of 
the  Government.  The  thirty-four  samples  of  plasters  were 
made  by  four  different  manufacturers — namely,  Bauer  & 
Black  (Chicago),  Davis  &  Lawrence  (Montreal),  Johnson  & 
Johnson,  and  Seabury  &  Johnson.  The  highest  percentage 
of  alkaloid  obtained  from  any  plaster  was  0  522  in  one  of 
Seabury  &  Johnson's;  and  the  lowest,  0  031,  in  one  of  Davis 
&  Lawrence's.  The  mean  percentage  of  alkaloids  from 
Seabury  &  Johnson's  plasters  was  0436,  from  Johnson  & 
Johnson's  0  222,  from  Bauer  &  Black's  0  081,  and  from  Davis 
&  Lawrence's  0  052.  It  is  well  to  repeat  that  these  plasters 
did  not,  as  far  as  we  can  observe,  profess  to  be  B.P.  The 
analyses  conducted  independently  by  Messrs.  Harrison  and 
Bemrose  resulted  in  the  following  percentages  of  total  alka- 
loids for  the  fourteen  samples  already  referred  to  : — ■ 


Sample 

F.  T. 

J. 

S  ample 

F.  T. 

J. 

No. 

Harrison. 

Bemrose. 

No. 

Harrison.  Bemrose.. 

18,906 

..  0332 

...  0-323 

18,115 

..     0-E46  . 

..  0-203 

18,907 

..  0137 

...  0-229 

18,117 

..     0-254  . 

..  0-207 

18,908 

..  0-148 

...  0-245 

18,118 

..     0-234  . 

..  0-215 

18,912 

..  0-150 

...  0-203 

18,120 

..     0-155  . 

..  0-291 

18,914 

..  0123 

...  0335 

18,121 

..     0-312  . 

..  0-259 

18,920 

..  0-354 

...  0-367 

18,122 

..     0-282  . 

..  0-205 

18,113 

..  0-233 

...  0-252 

18,123 

..     0-323  . 

..  0-328 

Both  analysts  used  the  U.S. P.  Research  Committee's  assay 
method.  Mr.  Macfarlane  recognises  that  in  at  least  one-half 
of  the  samples  there  are  considerable  differences  between 
the  two  chemists'  results,  but  thinks  it  quite  possible  that  the 
coating  material  of  different  plasters  may  vary  in  composi- 
tion, and  this  supposition  was  supported  by  check  analyses. 
The  alkaloids  extracted  from  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson's 
plasters  gave  the  atropine  reaotion,  bat  Mr.  McGill  does  not 
give  this  particular  in  any  other  instance. 


The  Lantern  Season. 

As  indicated  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  the  supply  of  lantern- 
requisites  is  a  department  which  photographic  chemists 
have  been  6omewhat  slow  to  cultivate.  It  is  a  branch  well 
worth  attention,  coming  as  it  does  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
regular  summer  photographic  trade.  The  bulk  of  the  lantern- 
supply  trade  takes  place  before  and  just  after  Christmas, 
and  in  the  middle  of  December  may  be  said  to  reach  its 
most  active  stage.  Many  amateur  photographers  add  an 
optical  lantern  to  their  apparatus,  as  there  is  no  better  or 


more  interesting  way  of  showing  their  photographs  to  their 
friends,  and  theie  is  no  more  beautiful  form  of  photograph 
than  a  transparency  on  glass,  such  as  a  lantern-slide.  The 
size  of  slide  now  almost  universal  is  3£  by  3}  inches.  The 
processes  employed  in  making  slides  are  wet  collodion,  the 
carbon  process,  the  albumen  process, and  the  dry-plate  process. 
It  is  only  of  late  years  that  special  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  last-mentioned  process,  and  now  most  makers  of  dry 
plates  produce  gelatino-chloride  lantern-plates  of  such 
fineness  and  evenness  of  surface  that  it  is  a  very  simple 
matter  to  turn  out  lantern  pictures  equal  to  the  finest  slides 
produced  by  the  older  processes.  Lantern-plates  are  much 
slower  than  ordinary  dry  plates,  and  pictures  are  printed  on 
them  either  by  contact  or  by  means  of  tbe  copying-camera. 
The  contact  process  is  only  available  where  the  negatives 
contain  in  the  space  of  3J  by  3£  inches  the  subject  it  is 
desired  to  portray.  In  any  other  case  the  copying  camera 
must  be  used.  It  is  possible  to  make  good  lantern- 
slides  with  but  makeshift  appliances,  and  if  the  ease  of 
making  lantern-slides  is  brought  home  to  customers  they 
would  often  be  tempted  to  take  up  this  branch  of  photo- 
graphy. For  contact  printing  the  ordinary  printing- 
frame  answers  perfectly,  but  more  elaborate  arrangements 
are  available,  and  in  some  cases  are  advantageous.  For 
making  slides  by  copying,  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  place  the 
negative  in  a  carrier  in  front  of  an  opening  in  the  dark-room 
window,  evenly  illuminating  it  by  a  white  reflector  on  the 
outside,  and  photograph  the  negative  by  means  of  an  ordinary 
camera.  A  carrier  may  be  adapted  to  the  dark  slide  so  as  to 
secure  the  smaller  plate  in  the  proper  place,  and  the  ground 
glass  should  also  be  marked  to  coincide  with  the  position  of 
the  plate  in  the  dark  Mide.  The  exposure  required  is  longer 
than  in  ordinary  photography,  as  the  lantern- plates  are  slower, 
and  it  needs  a  good  negative  to  make  a  gocd  slide.  By  modifi- 
cation of  exposure,  development,  intensification,  acd  reduc- 
tion, passable  slides  may  be  made  from  indifferent  negatives. 
By  means  of  ferricyanide  of  potassium  or  persulphate  of 
ammonium,  objectionable  portions  of  the  slide  may  be  taken 
out  altogether,  and  with  the  aid  of  cloud  negatives  appro- 
priate ikies  may  be  inserted,  if  need  be,  on  transparencies  if 
landscapes  lack  this  toning  of  the  atmosphere.  The  source 
of  the  light  for  illuminating  the  negative  may  be  artificial 
light;  thus,  the  light  of  the  optical  lantern  is  very  suitable> 
but  it  requires  larger  condensers  than  are  supplied  in  these 
instruments  to  properly  illuminate  a  5  by  4  or  half  plate  nega- 
tive. In  making  lantern  transparencies,  the  effect  of  their 
exhibition  is  much  enhanced  by  uniformity  in  size,  a  point 
which  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  the  final  mounting  and 
marking  of  the  slides. 

The  choice  of  an  optical  lantern  is  much  on  a  par  with  the 
choice  of  a  camera.  The  amateur  begins  with  a  qaarter-p!ate 
camera,  and  soon  exchanges  tha*;siz3  for  a  larger  one  ;  whilst 
with  the  optical  lantern  the  oil-lamp  is  sson  replaced  by  the 
limelight  or  by  the  most  perfect  of  lantern-illuminants — the 
ehctric  arc-light.  The  dangers  of  compressed  oxygen  and 
hydrogen  are  much  exaggerated  in  some  quarters,  for  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  with  ordinary  care  and  with  cylinders  care- 
fully tested  at  intervals  danger  is  non  existent.  Ether'  or 
benzin  saturators  (in  which  the  oxygen  is  saturated  with 
ether  or  benzin  vapour)  are  not  so  satisfactory  as  the 
mixed  hydrogen  and  oxygen,  but  they  are  a  convenience 
where  gas  is  not  available  or  where  compressed  hydrogen  is 
unobtainable  owing  to  the  cost  of  carriage.  The  "  hydrogen  " 
used  for  lanterns  is  the  ordinary  house-gas,  either  direct 
from  the  pipes  in  the  case  of  the  "blow-through"  jet  or 
in  the  cylinders  for  the  "  mixed "  jet.  Some  chemists 
m'ght  be  tempted  to  act  as  lecturers  with  the  optical 
lantern  as  demonstrator,  but  this  we  would  not;  advise  unless 
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on  mu:h  more  remunerative  terms  lhan  set  forth  in  another 
column.  There  are  many  other  possibilities  in  the  lantern- 
supply  department  which  will  occur  to  most  chemists  who 
take  up  the  subject,  and  we  shall  at  all  times  he  pleased 
to  give  farther  iDftrnuation  on  any  particular  phase  in  which 
difficulties  may  occur. 


CONSUMPTION  OF  PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES. 
.  "  la  the  last  financial  year,  according  to  the  Inland 
Kavenoe  accounts,  a  duty  of  l\d.  was  paid  on  27,856,686 
bottles  or  packages  of  medicine,  a  duty  of  3d.  on  5,076,805, 
of  6d.  on  856  057,  of  Is.  on  108,280,  of  2s.  on  11,309,  and  of 
3s.  on  5,703,  a  total  of  33,914,840  packages."  This  we  quote 
from  the  Daily  Chronicle,  which  says  the  total  revenue  from 
this  source  was  266,5722.  14s.  lid.  We  cannot  find  the 
figures  in  the  report  of  the  department,  while  the  total 
revenue  is  given,  as  we  gave  it  on  September  9,  at  266,4042. 

FULHAM  DISPENSING. 
The  raid  against  Falham  chemists  does  not  lose  interest  as 
the  legal  proceedings  slowly  drag  along.  Mr.  Andrews  wants 
the  Veatry  to  pay  his  expenses  (91.  18s),  and  their  Law  and 
Parliamentary  Committee  is  to  consider  ihe  mat'er.  Mr.  Keith 
Longstaff's  bill  of  costs  is  likely  to  far  exceed  Mr.  Andrews's. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  points  which  have  come  out  of 
the  matter  is  referred  to  in  another  column.  The  prescrip- 
tion was  not  dispensed  at  two  shops — Mr.  Busby's  and 
Parkcs'  Drug  stores — because  they  had  not  the  article 
(potassium  iodide)  in  stock.    How  curious  ! 

STATESMEN  AND  CHEMISTS. 

It  has  evidently  become  a  necessity  for  the  leading  states- 
men of  the  present  day  to  confess  an  allegiance,  however 
remote,  for  chemistry  or  its  exponents.  That  the  pursuit  of 
■the  seductive  science  has  long  been  a  hobby  for  the  leisure 
hours  of  Lord  Salisbury  is  well  known,  and  that  Lord 
•Halsbury  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  affairs  of 
the  pharmaceutical  chemist  we  are  also  well  aware.  Now, 
however,  we  have  Sir  William  Vernon  Harcourt,  no*  to  be 
behindhand,  telling  an  audience  at  Ebbw  Vale  on  Septem- 
ber 20  that  in  the  house  of  his  father,  who  was  a  proficient 
chemist,  as  well  as  an  eminent  divine,  he  was  "  a  laboratory- 
boy." 

PELLETIER  CAVENTOU  MONUMENT. 
We  are  surprised  to  hear  from  the  treasurer  of  this  com- 
mittee (M.  Bocquillon- Limousin,  2  bis,  rue  Blanche,  Paris) 
that  until  the  other  day  no  subscription  to  the  monument 
had  been  received  from  England  or  any  other  part  of  the 
British  Empire.  The  discoverers  of  quinine  deserve  to  be 
honoured  by  all  English-speaking  people,  for  as  M.  Boc- 
quillon-Limousiu  says  "  England,  by  reason  of  her  numerous 
colonies,  should  be  one  of  the  cations  which  has  profited  the 
most  from  these  benefactors  t  o  mankind."  This  is  quite 
true,  and  the  reason  why  English  subscribers  are  laggard 
is  that  we  have  not  the  monument- admiration  sense  so  highly 
developed  as  the  French.  It  is  not  too  late  to  subscribe,  and 
we  hope  there  will  still  be  a  response  from  this  side  of  the 
Channel. 

GETTING  AT  THE  WHOLESALER. 
It  seems  the  easiest  thing  possible  to  get  at  the  wholesaler 
who  supplies  retailers  with  articles  which  public  analysts 
declare  to  be  not  what  they  should  be.  There  is  a  case  in 
point  reported  in  this  issue — camphorated  oil  and  seidlitz- 
powders  being  in  question.  These  were  not  B.P.,  and  the 
wholesale  makers  were  summoned  under  the  Merchandise- 
iiiarks  Act  for  applying  the  B  P.  descriptions  to  them.  The 
seidlitz-powders  contained  alum,  and  a  fine  of  102.  was 
imposed — not  too  much  in  the  circumstances.  The  cam- 
phorated oil  was  made  and  sold  in  1896,  yet  the  Magistrates 


he-Id  that  the  offence  had  been  proved,  and  imposed  a  nominal 
fice.  The  case  demonstrates  the  sufficiency  of  the  law  without 
the  warranty  clause  which  was  not  inserted  in  the  Sale  o£ 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  wholesale  houses  should  note  how 
important  to  them  is  the  Swindon  decision. 

THE  DROUET  INSTITUTE. 

We  have  occasionally  had  inquiries  from  subsciibers  in 
regard  to  the  Drouet  Institute,  which  professes  to  cure  deaf- 
ness, snd  therefore  call  attention  to  the  articles  which  have 
been  appearing  in  Truth  during  the  past  few  weeks.  The 
article  in  the  current  issue  exposes  the  way  in  which  the 
Institute  works ;  and  in  the  course  of  it  our  contemporary 
refers  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  medical  law  for  the  public 
protection,  concluding  with  the  following  remarks : — 

We  have  a  whole  code  of  statutes  with  respect  to  the  practising 
of  medicine  and  the  dispensing  of  drugs,  and  statutory  authori- 
ties established  ostensibly  for  the  protection  of  the  public  against 
unqualified  practitioners  and  dispensers.  But  these  statutes  are  so 
faultily  designed  that  they  are  evaded  with  ease  and  impunity, 
and  every  day  people  are  imposed  upon  wholesale  by  impudent 
quacks  passing  themselves  off  as  legally-qualified  physicians.  If 
it  is  desirable  to  legislate  at  all  in  regard  to  medical  qualifications, 
it  is  desirable  to  legislate  in  such  a  way  that  the  public  may  be 
able  to  distinguish  at  a  glance  between  the  legally-qualified  man 
and  the  pretender,  and  that  the  unauthorised  assumption  of  the 
character  of  a  physician  may  be  punished  with  eome  degree  of 
certainty.  What  is  needed  is  that  the  unauthorised  practising  of 
medicine,  in  any  shape  or  form  and  under  any  disguise,  should  be 
made  a  criminal  offence,  in  precisely  the  same  way  as  the  un- 
authorised practising  of  law,  and  that  the  General  Medical  Council 
should  have  the  power  to  prosecute  all  offenders. 

SHIPS'  MEDICINE-CHESTS. 
Another  new  medical  scale  has  reached  us  from  the  Board 
of  Trade.    This  is  for  merchant  ships  sailing  from  the 
United  Kingdom  on  voyages  not  exceeding  five  days  from 
port  to  port.    The  following  are  the  requisites  :  — 

Those  marked  (*)  to  have  a  red  poison-label,  and  all  bottles  to 
be  stoppered. — Aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia,  2  oz. ;  *eompound 
tincture  of  chloroform  and  morphine  (to  be  used  in  lieu  of 
chlorodyne),  1  oz. ;  carron  oil,  1  pint ;  castor  oil,  h  pint ;  'carbolic 
acid,  liquefied,  2  oz. ;  Friar's  balsam,  2  oz. ;  '"Goulard's  extract, 
2  oz. ;  ^laudanum,  2  oz. ;  ^opodeldoc,  4oz. ;  purgative  pills,  3  oz. ; 
vaseline-or  salvo  petrolia,  4  oz. 

One  yard  of  rubber  plaster,  h  lb.  of  boric  lint,  h  lb.  of  absorbent 
cotton  wool,  1  graduated  drop  measure,  1  graduated  2-oz. 
measure  (marked  in  ounces  and  drachms,  tablespoonfuls  and 
teaspoonfuls),  6  6-oz.  bottles  with  corks,  6  1-oz.  bottles  with 
corks,  1  tin  of  mustard-leaves,  1  pair  of  scissors,  1  pair  of  lancets, 
2  pairs  of  triangular  bandages  (base  48  inohes,  sides  32  inches), 
6  pairs  of  bandages  (leg  and  arm  size),  2  yards  of  calico,  1  set 
of  common  splints,  1  set  of  Esmarch's  tourniquets,  6  sets  of 
needles  in  vaseline,  2  dozen  safety-pins,  1  dozen  "  tablets  of  silk 
with  four  sizes,"  1  dozen  enema-syringes  (Higginson's),  1  dozen 
trusses  (36-inch  single  reversible),  1  dozen  trusses  (36-inch  double), 
1  authorised  book  of  directions. 

Ships  making  voyages  of  less  than  twenty-four  hours  from 
port  to  port  have  the  option  of  carrying  only  the  small 
ambulance  hamper  of  the  St.  John's  Ambulance  Association 
in  lieu  of  the  above  scale. 

THE  TABLET-QUESTION. 

Some  correspondence  is  taking  place  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal  on  the  wisdom  of  prescribing  tablets.  One  writer 
says  that  he  prefers  cachets  to  tablets,  giving  as  his  reasons 
that  they  are  tasteless,  and  utilise  the  dispensing-abilities 
of  the  retail  chemist.  Another  correspondent  thinks  that 
the  "  tablet-system  of  pharmacy "  has  encouraged  self- 
medication  amongst  the  public  ;  he  calls  it  an  evil — but  it 
is  not  quite  clear  whether  he  means  evil  to  the  public  or  to 
the  medical  profession.  This  same  correspondent  has  a  great 
objection  to  lozenges,  tablets,  or  nitrite-of-amyl  capsules 
when  they  are  stamped  in  any  way  so  that  they  can  be 
identified ;  he  changes  his  wholesale  druggists  whenever  they 
send  him  marked  drugs.  The  last  sentence  of  the  letter 
from  which  we  are  quoting  urges  medical  practitioners  not  to 
silently  submit  to  be  over- ridden  by  the  druggists  whom  tley 
patrocise.    Another  correspondent  points  out  that  the  very 
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.convenience  of  being  able  to  write  a  prescription  by 
merely  indicating  certain  tablets  bas  caused  enormous  quan- 
tities to  be  sold,  and  with  this  he  couples  the  assertion  that 
chemists  often  leave  the  original  label  on  the  bottle,  because 
the  prescriber  has  given  no  directions.  From  these  letters 
it  appears  that  the  physician,  the  pharmacist,  and  the  public 
fcave  equally  contributed  to  the  popularity  of  tablets;  but  to 
regard  them  as  an  unmitigated  evil,  as  some  do,  is  absurd. 
It  has  been  the  fate  of  all  new  forms  of  medication  to  meet 
with  reproach  until  they  take  their  place  alongside  pre- 
existing forms  in  recognised  pharmacopoeias.  What  these 
correspondents  really  object  to  is  that  special  preparations 

■  are  prescribed,  and  dispensed  in  original  packages.  It  is 
many  years  since  the  gentleman  who  introduced  tablets  into 
this  country  suggested  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
that  dispensers  should  treat  tablets  just  as  they  do  pills,  but 
this  piece  of  sound  advice  has  never  "  caught  on." 

POISON-PHILOSOPHY. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Dick,  of  Eastbourne,  by  taking  a  dose  of 
medicine  which  had  previously  caused  toxic  symptoms  in  a 
patient,  has  called  forth  comments  from  the  morning  news- 
papers which  are  more  or  less  to  the  point.  The  Daily 
Netvs  remarks  that — 

•Such  accidents  show  that  dispensers  may  need  automatic- 
warning  bottles  for  poison  only  less  than  their  customers.  But 
'the  wonder  is,  after  all,  that,  with  so  many  millions  of  prescrip- 
tions made  up  during  the  year,  the  percentage  of  misadventure 
Should  be  so  exceedingly  small. 

The  same  morning  our  contemporary's  Radical  rival,  the 

-Daily  Chronicle,  came  nearer  the  point  by  saying  : — 

Doctors  may  wonder  that  a  practitioner  should  think  it  neces- 
sary, when  put  on  his  mettle,  to  test  his  own  prescription  in  this 
way.    A  cooler  head,  on  learning  the  patient's  symptoms,  would 

'have  suspected  an  accident,  and  analysed  the  liquid  to  make 
sure.  We  are  afraid  that  a  certain  distrust  of  doctors,  which  is 
not  altogether  intelligent,  will  be  strengthened  both  by  the  over- 

<  confidence  and  the  tragedy  of  Dr.  Dick's  end. 

The  Westminster  Gazette  does  not  agree  with  the  last 
sentence  of  the  Chronicle,  because  "  this  solitary  fatality 
need  not  shake  anyone's  confidence  in  the  medical  profes- 
sion." They  all  miss  the  point,  which  is  that  the  medicine 
was  prescribed  and  dispensed  by  one  man — a  doctor.  Had 
the  proper  arrangement  of  prescribing  by  the  physician 
and  dispensing  by  the  pharmacist  obtained,  Dr.  Dick  would 
•have  taken  the  mixture  to  the  dispenser  instead  of  taking 
a  dose  of  it. 

MONTHLY  DRUG-SALES. 

The  attempt  on  the  part  of  wholesale  drug- buyers  to  get 
the  drug-auctions  in  London  monthly  instead  of  fortnightly 
has  not  yet  succeeded.  The  drug-brokers  held  a  private 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  and  decided  to  burke  the  public  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  on  Thursday,  with  which  proposal 
•the  wholesalers  appear  to  have  acquiesced,  for  when  the  time 
came  jto  settle  the  matter  Mr.  Horner  intimated  that  both 
sides  would  meet  privately  later.  The  whole  thing  will  then 
come  up  for  acceptance  without  debate.  The  reason  for  this 
secrecy  is  patriotic  chiefly — i.e.,  the  London  market  is 
keenly  feeling  the  competition  of  Hamburg,  Marseilles, 
and  other  ports  which  are  doing  their  utmost  to  get  up  a 
drug-connection,  and  if  the  proposal  to  hold  monthly  auctions 
in  London  were  reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
(so  we  hear)  the  foreign  competitors  would  make  what 
-capital  they  could  out  of  it.  We  have  no  opinion  either  way 
in  regard  to  the  frequency  or  otherwise  of  the  sales— our 
duty  is  simply  to  report  them— but  we  may  recall  the  fact 
that  the  same  proposal  was  brought  forward  in  1887  and 
1896,  and  defeated.  That  is  likely  to  happen  again.  It  appears 
to  be  thought  that  the  monthly  auctions  assist  The  Chemist 
-and  Druggist  in  perpetrating  its  sinful  trade-report,  but 
it  is  far  beyond  our  dreams  that  international  complications 
have  arisen  from  our  painstaking  endeavours  to  report 


business  impartiilly.  Latterly,  we  must  confess,  unpro- 
ductive auctions  have  been  rather  a  hindrance  in  respect  to 
time. 

THE  UNITED  ALKALI  COMPANY'S  POSITION. 
The  Statist  follows  up  its  commentary  on  Brunner,  Mocd 
&  Co.'s  shares  by  a  similar  article  on  the  United  Alkali 
Company.  It  considers  the  ouilonkof  the  latter  to  be  im- 
proved. The  company's  capital  is  8,500  000/.,  but  it  bad  only 
8.217760Z.  to  pay  the  parchase-price,  8.349  350/ .  thus  start- 
ing with  a  debt  of  131,680/.  Its  paid-up  capital  on  De- 
cember 31,  1898,  was  8  218.670/.,  net  assets  8.228  000/ ,  and 
650,000/.  has  been  appropriated  for  fresh  macbioery  and 
works  in  the  United  States.  The  following  is  a  concise 
statement  of  the  company's  working-results  since  it  was 
started : — 

Profit  after 


Meeting 

Dividend 

Dividend 

on 

Debenture 

on  7% 

Ordinary 

To 

Reserve 

Interest 

Pref. 

Reserve 

Fund 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1891  (14 

mos.)  536,870 

191,507 

155,153 

5 

190,210 

190,210 

1892 

...  741,233 

192,822 

169,266 

6 

379,144 

569,354 

1893 

...  375,414 

192,202 

140,630 

5 

42,581 

611,935 

1894 

...  218,156 

191,380 

Nil 

Nil 

26,776 

11,935 

1895 

...  247,258 

191,175 

27,970 

1 

25,164 

66,825 

1896 

...  288,070 

191,175 

55,939 

2 

40,956 

107.781 

1897 

...  213,363 

191,175 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

57,781 

1898 

...  198,263 

191,175 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

57,781 

The  mortgage  debenture  stock  (5  per  cent )  amounts  to 
2  500  000/,  and  is  worth  109/.,  the  7-per-cent.  cumulative 
preference  (2  862  240/.)  is  at  par,  and  the  ordinary  10/. 
shares  (2,893,430/.)  are  quoted  at  3/.  Our  contemporary 
indulges  in  an  alkali- market  forecast,  which  is  worth 
quoting  :  — 

The  immediate  outlook  is  more  promising  than  it  lias  been  for 
some  time.  The  foreign  demand  has  lately  appreciably  improved, 
while  the  activity  of  our  home  trade  is  unprecedented.  Hence 
for  a  time  appreciably  higher  prices  may  be  witnessed,  and  the 
company's  profits  may  show  large  expansion.  Further,  the  con- 
tract between  the  Castner-Kellner  and  the  German  Syndicate 
terminates  next  summer,  and  the  English  company  will  desire  to 
sell  its  product  at  the  best  price  it  can  obtain,  and  from  this 
reason  alone  prices  should  rise  and  profits  improve.  But  it  is 
essential  for  the  company  to  appreciate  that  its  permanent  pro- 
sperity depends  upon  using  its  profits  for  improving  its  plant, 
and  placing  itself  in  a  stronger  position  both  financially  and  for 
producing  cheaply,  as  when  depression  returns  and  production 
exceeds  consumption  the  companies  which  can  produce  most 
cheaply  will  hold  the  market. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  yield  from  the  Alkali  Company's 
preference  shares  is  11.  per  cent,  cn  Brunner- Mond's  only 
3/.  6s.  lid. 


Wills  of  Deeeaeefc  Cbemlsts. 


Arnold. — The  late  Mr.  James  Arnold,  of  Ravenscourt, 
Holly  Park,  Crouch  Hill,  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Arnold 
&  Sons,  surgical-instrument  makers,  West  Smithfield,  who 
died  on  May  24,  left  property  valued  at  33,132/.  13s.  lOd. 
By  his  will,  dated  April  12,  1899,  he  appoints  as  his 
executors  his  wife,  Mrs.  Fanny  Apperley  Arnold,  and  his 
sons,  James  Ernest  Arnold  and  Edwin  Ross  Arnold. 

Lloyd.— The  will  of  the  late  Alderman  A.  E.  Lloyd,  of 
Higgins,  Lloyd  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Manchester, 
who  died  at  his  residence,  Brackley  House,  Worsley,  on 
February  2,  has  been  proved  in  London,  with  a  codicil,  by 
Mr.  James  B.  Lloyd,  drysalter,  Manchester,  the  son,  and  Mr. 
John  Kellett,  of  Huntsoliffe,  Parbold,  near  Southport,  the 
acting  executors  of  the  testator,  whose  estate  has  been 
sworn  at  50,000/.,  "  so  far  as  can  at  present  be  ascertained." 

Peel.— The  will  of  Sir  Chas.  L.  Peel,  Clerk  of  the  Privy 
Council,  who  died  on  August  19,  has  been  proved  by  his 
sons,  Messrs.  Geor2e  A.  and  Horace  Peel.  The  testator's 
estate  is  sworn  at  104,379/.  16s  9d.,  of  which  97,953/.  9s.  54. 
is  net  personalty.  The  testator  leaves  100/.  each  to  the 
Sussex  County  Hospital,  the  Brighton  Female  Orphan. 
Asylum,  and  to  the  Vicar  of  Cuckfield,  Sussex  (where  the 
deceased  resided)  for  charitable  purpo-es. 
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A  Dictionary  of  Terms  Used  in  Medicine  and  Collateral 
Sciences.    By  the  late  Kichaed  D.  Hoelyn,  M.A.. 
13th  edition.    By  John  A.  P.   Pbice,   B.A.,  M.D 
7  x  4J.  Pp.  xii  +  838.  London,  1899 :  Whittaker  &  Co. 
10s  6d. 

Hoblyn's  Dictionaby  is  a  relio  from  a  past  generation 
■which  keeps  pace  with  the  times.  That  is  sayiDg  a  great 
deal  in  these  days  when  medicine  is  undergoing  almost 
weekly  changes  and  diseases  are  differentiated  into  kinds 
with  specific  and  new  titles.  Bat  in  Dr.  Price's  hands  the 
work  has  been  admirably  edited  and  revised,  and  he  has  in- 
corporated many  new  definitions  from  bacteriological,  botani- 
cal, chemical,  pharmaceutical,  and  pharmacological  sources. 
The  book  is  in  the  nature  of  an  encyclopaedia,  and  although 
in  most  cases  the  information  given  is  concise,  it  is  quite  as 
full  as  the  busy  man  requires.  Chemists  and  druggists  will 
find  it  most  useful,  especially  on  account  of  its  definitions  of 
diseases  and  of  medical  terms  generally.  In  such  a 
voluminous  compilation  it  would  be  too  much  to  expect 
freedom  from  errors,  but  we  have  been  surprised  at  the 
comparative  infrequency  with  which  we  have  met  these  in 
reading  the  dictionary.  The  names  of  many  alkaloids  are 
spelled  without  a  final  e,  which  hurts  our  susceptibilities  ; 
the  definition  of  cardamomum  is  not  B  P.,  and  terebene  is 
quite  wrong,  for  that  liquid  is  obtained  by  the  action  of 
sulphuric  acid  on  oil  of  turpentine,  and  not,  as  stated,  "  from 
the  juice  of  Pinus  palustris"  It  would  be  advisable,  we 
think,  to  have  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  associated  with  the 
medical  editor,  as  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  latter  can 
have  the  intimacy  with  chemical  and  pharmaceutical 
matters  which  would  enable  him  to  be  letter  perfect  in  this 
department. 

Lexihon  der  Kolilenstoff-  Verlindungen  {Dictionary  of  Carbon 
Compounds).  By  M.  M.  Richtee.  Parts  I  to  V. 
London,  1899:  Williams  &  Norgate. 

This  work  is  really  the  second  edition  of  the  author's 
tables  of  carbon  compounds  based  upon  their  empirical 
formulae.  It  is  a  German  work,  but  the  introduction  and 
explanatory  matter  are  printed  in  German,  English,  French, 
and  Italian,  so  that  the  book  is  equally  useful  to  those  who 
read  one  or  other  of  these  languages.  The  tables  were  origin- 
ally published  in  1884,  and  were  found  by  organic  chemists 
to  be  so  useful  thai  th«  author  has  now  extended  them  to 
include  no  fewer  than  57,000  compounds.  The  plan  of  the 
dictionary  is  as  follows:— The  carbon  atom  is  taken  as  the 
A  of  the  organic -chemistry  alphabet,  and  therefore  the 
dictionary  begins  with  carbon  compounds,  C,  united  with 
one  element,  the  elements  being  taken  in  the  following 
order  :— H,  O,  N.  CI,  Br,  I,  F,  S,  P,  and  all  the  other  elements 
are  taken  in  alphabetical  order  from  A  to  Z,  and  the  con- 
stants added.  The  following  examples  will  show  the  nature 
of  the  information  contained  in  the  work  : — 
Ci  -  Gruprie  mit  einem  Element. 

CH2      C  85-7,  H  14-3— M.  G.  14. 

(1)  Leken  =  (CH,)w.   Sm.  79°  (B.  16,  1548).  - 1,  108. 

(2)  Koblenwasserstoff  (aus  Bernstein)  =  (CH.,)i.     Sm.  85-86° ; 

S3,  iiber  3C0°  (J.  1847—48,  736).  -  III.,  565. 

(3)  Kohlenwasserstoff  =  (CH2)rc.    Sm.  32'5°  :  Sd.  272-275°  (Z. 

1870,126). 

(4)  Kohlenwasserstoff  =  (CH,)n.    Sm.  35°;  Sa.  280-300°  (A.  7, 

155-156).   C  75-0,  H  2  5"0  -  M.  G.  18. 

C2  -  Gruppe  mit  fiinf  Elementen. 

C2H0NC15P.    (1)  Verbindung  (aus  Dichloressigsaureamid)  (A. 

184,28.)  -1,1240. 
C2H02ClBrP.    (1)  Chlorbromfluoressigsaure.    Sm.  -5° ;  Sd.  181°. 

(Bl.  [3]  15,  1135.) 

The  arrangement  is  thus  perfectly  automatic,  and  one  has 
only  to  spend  half  an  hour  over  the  work  in  order  to  be  con- 
vinced of  its  value  for  those  who  are  engaged  in  chemical- 
manufacture,  research,  or  teaching.  It  will  be  apparent 
from  the  examples  that  we  have  quoted  that  references  to 
"  Beilstein  "  and  to  the  most  important  chemical  authorities 
are  given.  It  is  to  be  published  in  thirty-five  parts,  each 
costing  in  England  about  Zs. 


Ihe  Chemistry  of  Essential  Oils  and  Artificial  Perfumes.  By 
Ernest  J.  Parry,  B  Sc.  (LonH.),  F.I  C.,  F.O.S.  8|  x  5^. 
Pp.  viii  +  411.  London,  1899:  Scott,  Greenwood  &  Co. 
12s.  6d.  net. 

Until  Mr.  Idris,  a  year  ago,  issued  his  useful  little  volume  on 
essential  oils,  there  had  not  been  published  in  England  any 
work  dealing  exhaustively  with  the    manufacture  and 
chemistry  of  essential  oils.    At  various  times  monographs 
have  been  printed  by  individual  workers,  but  it  may  safely 
be  said  that  Mr.  Parry  is  the  first  in  these  latter  days  to  deal 
with  the  subject  in  an  adequate  manner.    His  book  is  well 
conceived  and  well  written.     It  begins  by  treating  the 
general  properties  of  essential  oils ;  the  more  important- 
points  which  occur  in  such  oils  are  then  dealt  with  rather 
fully  from  the  constitutional  point  of  view,  and  this  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  shorter  chapter  on  the  preparation  of  essential 
oils.    This  chapter  does  not  profe.'s  to  be  exhaustive,  and 
is  not;  but  the  one  immediately  following  it  on  the  analysis 
of  essential  oils  is  a  good  contribution  to  the  literature 
of  chemical  analysis.    "  Chapter  V.,"  entitled  "  Systematic 
Study  of  the  Essential  Oils,"  is  rather  a  misnomer,  because 
in  reality  it  constitutes  the  book,  taking  up  244  of  the  4L9 
printed  pages.    The  author  deals  first  in  "  this  systematic" 
study  with  oils  derived  from  the  oils  from  gymnosperm3, 
conifer  oils  thus  being  referred  to.    Next  oils  from  angio- 
sperms   are  taken   up  in  their  botanical  order.  This 
arrangement  is  a  happy  one  for  conveying  an  efficient 
contrast  of  the  characteristics  of  oils  derived  from  plants  of 
kindred  orders  or  species.    Mr.  Parry's  method  of  dealing 
with  oils  individually  may  be  illustrated  by  one  or  two- 
examples.     First  we  take    oil  of  cubebs.     About  this 
he  tells  us  that  the  oil  is  official  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia ;  then  a  few  lines  are  devoted  to  the  fruits,  and  where 
they  come  from  ;  this  is  followed  by  some  sentences  on  the 
distillation  of  the  oil  and  the  yield ;  next  are  given  the 
more  important  phjsical  characters,  the  chemical  con- 
stituents, and  instructions  as  to  how  the  oil  may  be  analyti- 
cally valued ;  and  the  biief  monograph  concludes  with  some 
observations  on  the   commercial  value  of   the  article. 
Lavender  oil  is  another  good  example  of  the  method  of 
treatment.    Here  we  are  told  all  about  the  habitat  of  the 
plant,  where  it  is  cultivated,  how  the  oil  is  generally  dis- 
tilled (rather  fuller  information  being  given  on  this  latter 
point  than  is  the  case  with  oil  of  cubebs) ;  then  there  are 
some  remarks  about  the  differences  between  English  and 
foreign  oils  of  lavender,  the  effect  cf  climate  and  soil  being 
pointed  out,  and  the  differences  in  constituents  also  being 
noted ;  and  the  description  concludes  with  the  usual  physical 
and  chemical  notes,  with  concise  and  precise  statements  as- 
to  methods  of  detecting  adulteration.    We  have  gone  very 
critically  through  the  whole  of  this  systematic  study  and 
find  that  Mr.  Parry  has  done  the  work  well.    He  seems  to- 
have  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  bibliographic  and 
current  literature  on  the  subject,  and  this  knowledge  is 
reflected  in  the  book.    He  is  known  to  have  sound  practical 
experience  in  analytical  methods,  and  he  has  apparently 
taken  pains  to  m  -ke  himself  au  fait  with  the  commercial 
aspects  of  the  subject. 

The  "Systematic  Study"  i3  followed  by  a  chapter  on 
terpeneless  oils ;  it  is  brief,  and  we  think  of  not  sufficient 
importance  for  special  treatment  in  this  manner,  as  the  in- 
formation would  be  just  as  useful  if  grouped  under  the  four 
oils  which  are  specifically  treated.  The  chapter  on  the 
chemistry  of  artificial  perfumes  is  a  more  elaborate  treat- 
ment of  vanillin,  heliotropin,  aubepine,  ionone  acd  artificial 
mu'k,  lilac,  hyacinth,  and  other  artificial  perfumes  than  that 
done  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  An  appendix  con- 
sisting of  a  table  of  the  constituents  of  the  more  important 
essential  oils  and  a  useful  index  complete  the  work.  There 
are  a  few  illustrations  in  the  book,  and  many  references  are 
given  to  original  papers  on  any  topics  which  can  only  be 
treated  generally  in  a  work  of  this  character.  There  are 
comparatively  few  slips,  as  far  as  we  have  noticed,  and  these 
are  not  serious;  for  example,  in  the  treatment  of  Sicilian 
essences  of  the  native  press,  which  we  figured  for  the  first 
time  ten  years  ago,  is  not  mentioned. 

It  would  be  as  improper  as  it  is  unnecessary  to  compare 
this  book  with  the  monumental  work  to  which  we  referred 
a  few  weeks  ago.  Each  has  its  own  purpose,  and  Mr.  Parry's 
book  will  fill  a  blank  in  English  literature  on  the  subject. 
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Commercial  Extract  of  Xiquorice. 

By  Edwin  Dowzabd,  F.C.S. 


GENUINE  extract  of  liquorice  should  dissolve  in  water 
without  leaving  any  residue.  If  this  is  the  criterion  of 
purity,  then  there  are  very  few  brands  on  the  market  (if 
any)  which  will  answer  this  test.  To  determine  the 
value  of  a  sample  of  Spanish  juice  or  block- juice  it  is 
necessary  to  estimate  the  amount  of  insoluble  matter,  water, 
and  ash — the  amount  of  soluble  extract  is  found  by  adding 
the  percentage  of  insoluble  matter  to  that  of  the  water  and 
subtracting  from  100. 

I  have  found  the  following  method  for  the  estimation  of 
the  insoluble  matter  to  be  useful  and  reliable: — Three 
grammes  of  the  powdered  sample  is  dissolved  in  about 
200  c.c.  of  water  (at  about  45°  C),  the  solution  is  allowed 
to  settle  in  a  tall  cylinder  for  about  six  hours,  the  clear 
solution  is  then  syphoned  off,  and  more  water  added  to  the 
residue ;  this  process  is  repeated  until  the  solution  has  only 
a  light  yellow  colour.  Three  washings  are  usually  required  ; 
about  six  drops  of  ammonia  should  be  added  to  the  last 
washing.  The  residue  is  transferred  to  a  pair  of  counter- 
poised filters,  dried,  first  at  50°  C,  and  then  at  100°  C,  and 
finally  weighed. 

The  following  tables  give  the  figures  obtained  in  the 
examination  of  a  number  of  samples  of  Spanish  juice  and 
block-juice.    All  are  well-known  brands : — 

Spanish 


IRotea  on  IResmoios. 

By  Lewis  Ough,  F.L.S.,  F.C.3.,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


VIII.  ALETRIN. 

ALTHOUGH  the  demand  for  this  resinoid  is  very  limited 
in  this  country,  it  is  occasionally  required  in  American 
prescriptions. 

Its  source  is  the  rhizome  of  Aletris  farinosa,  natural 
order  Hccmodoraccw — a  plant  known  as  "  Stargrass,"  "  Blazing 
Star,"  and  "  Starwort,"  a  native  of  the  sandy  woods  and 
grassy  slopes  of  the  United  States.  It  beara  in  July  and 
August  whitish  flowers,  in  a  spike-like  raceme,  on  a  nearly 
naked  scape  about  2  feet  high,  which  rises  from  the  centre 
of  the  leaves,  which  are  sessile  and  lanceolate,  and  spread 
on  the  ground  somewhat  in  the  form  of  a  star.  The  rhizome, 
which  consists  of  five  or  six  indistinct  joints,  is  flattish  or 
concave  on  the  upper  surface,  and  below  slightly  convex, 
the  older  rootlets  being  brown  and  wiry.  Internally  it  is 
whitish,  breaking  with  a  mealy  fracture,  and  having  a 
persistent  bitter  taste. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  constituents  of  this  root :  it  is 
free  from  tannin,  and  contains  starch  and  a  bitter  principle 
which,  being  soluble  in  strong  alcohol,  is  readily  extracted 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  resinoid. 

For  the  preparation  of  aletrin  the  coarsely- powdered 
rhizome  is  moistened  with  strong  spirit  (sp.  gr.  828),  and, 
after  standing  for  twelve  hours,  thoroughly  exhausted  with 
more  of  the  menstruum,  about  2  gals,  being  required  for 
each  pound  of  the  root  taken.  The  resulting  tincture,  after 
recovery  of  the  spirit  by  distillation,  yields,  on  evaporation 
to  dryness,  about  9  per  cent,  of  a  dark-coloured,  almost  dry, 
extract,  too  hygroscopic  to  reduce  to  powder.    Of  this 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Extractive 
matter  ... 

Insoluble . 
matter  ... 

Water  ... 

59-80 

27-00 
13-20 

61-60 

27-40 
11-00 

64-04 

23-00 
12-96 

65-00 

23-00 
12-00 

66-13 

22-00 
11-87 

c67-10 

18-60 
14-30 

67-61 

19-83 
12  56 

7010 

14-  20 

15-  70 

71-30 

16-00 
12-70 

73-30 

11-30 
15-40 

7340 

16-60 
10-C0 

74-40 

12-  00 

13-  60 

77-35 

13-00 

9-65 

78-30 

9-60 
1210 

81-70 

600 
12-30 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

10000 

100-00 

10000 

100-00 



100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

1C0-00 

100-00 

1C0  00 

Ash 

4-60 

4-80 

6-30 

6-50 

7-20 

9-60 

7-50 

7-20 

3-60 

7-70 

8-90 

7-00 

3-80 

6-50 

8-00 

16 


82-75 

7-00 
10-25 


100  00 


8-40 


Bloclt-juice 


No.  1 

No.  2  . 

No.  3 

No.  4 

No.  5 

No.  6 

No.  7 

No.  8 

No.  9 

No.  10 

Extractive  mat- 
ter   

Insoluble  mat- 
ter   

Water  ... 

Ash   

70-80 

1-80 
27-40 

72  43 

1-50 
26-07 

74-17 

7-30 
18-53 

75-40 

10-20 
14-40 

77-44 

1-30 
2126 

79-60 

4-00 
1640 

80-70 

2-30 
17-00 

80-44 

1-33 
18-23 

81-60 

2-60 
15-80 

81-67 

4  03 
14-30 

100-00 

100-00 
7-16 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

10000 

100  00 

100-00 

100  00 

100-00 

7  00 

600 

7-85 

670 

7-93 

8  40 

6-10 

7-60 

6-50 

In  Spanish  juice  (stick)  the  constituents  vary  as  follows  : 
—Extractive,  59  to  83  per  cent. ;  insoluble,  6  to  28  per  cent.  • 
water,  10  to  16  per  cent. ;  and  ash,  3  5  to  10  per  cent.  In 
block- juice  the  variation  of  constituents  is :— Extractive, 
70  to  82  per  cent. ;  insoluble,  1  to  11  per  cent. :  water,  14  to 
28  per  cent. ;  and  ash,  6  to  9  per  cent. 


A  Giel  went  into  the  shop  of  a  Brisbane  chemist  and 
wanted  a  toothbrush,  and  "would  he  please  give  her  a  gocd 
hard  one,  as  there  were  six  in  the  family  I " 


rather  more  than  one-half  is  soluble  in  water,  the  resulting 
true  resinoid  being  of  a  dark  golden-brown  colour,  but  not 
pulverisable. 

By  the  eclectics  aletrin  is  said  to  have  emetic  and 
cathartic  properties  and  to  be  "  the  most  powerful  of  uterine 
stimulants,"  and  as  such  is  used  as  a  remedy  for  barrenness 
and  to  prevent  abortim,  whilst  other  authorities  regard  it  as 
very  little  more  than  a  simple  bitter.  The  dose  is  from 
1  gr.  to  2  gr. 

The  work  connected  with  this  note  was  conducted  in  the 
laboratories  of  Messrs.  John  Kisbardson  &;  Co.  (Leicester), 
Limited.  .f 
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Benoal  Government  Citicbona* 
plantations. 

THE  Indian  mail  brings  us  a  copy  of  th^  official  repoit 
relating  to  the  administration  of  the  Bjngal  Govern- 
ment's cinchona- plantations  in  Siccam  and  the  quinine- 
factory  for  1897-98,  by  Sureeon-Major  D.  Prain,  MB, 
F.R.S.E.,  Government;  quinolcgist.  From  this  we  find  that 
the  net  profit  on  the  season's  working  was  ll,631r.  15a  The 
Budget  allotment  for  the  plantation  for  the  year  was  76,000r., 
and  of  that  sum  only  65,509:.  was  spent  on  salads,  con- 
tingencies, and  labour,  ihus  showing  a  saving  of  9  550r., 
partly  due  to  the  retirement  of  the  late  deputy- superin- 
tendent. The  expenditure  (  n  the  quinine-factory  amounted 
to  89,278r.,  out  of  a  Budget  allowance  of  96,312r  ,  the  saving 
being  effected  on  factor*  charges  and  chemicals.  From  the 
Mungpoo  division  of  the  plantation  208,903  trees  were 
removed  during  the  Tea',  and,  from  the  Sittong  division, 
23,200  trees,  whi'e  40,207  young  trees  of  quinine-yielding 
kinds  were  planted,  thus  shoeing  a  net  diminution  of 
204  902  trees.  The  year's  crop  of  dry  bark  was  318,715  lb3., 
rather  more  than  one-'hird  consisting  of  red  bark,  the  other 
two-thirds  being  quin'ne-prcducingkinds.  Purchases  amonnt- 
irg  to  418,602  lbs.  were  made,  the  grant  of  60,C00r.  for 
this  purpose  being  fully  expended.  The  details  regarding  the 
manufacturing  department  show  that  89,800  lbs.  of  mixed 
succirubra  and  hybrid  barks  were  worked  in  the  factory, 
from  which  4  075  lbs.  of  cinchona  febrifuge  were  extracted  ; 
a'so  422,133  lbs.  of  quinine-yielding  bark  were  worked, 
10.149  lbs.  of  quinine  sulphate  being  extraotpd,  the  average 
yields  therefore  being  4'53  per  cenr.  and  2  40  per  cent,  re- 
speciively.  There  were  increased  issues  of  both  quinine  and 
febiifuge  owing  to  the  demand  from  the  medical  depots, 
Government  offices,  and  the  general  public.  During  the  year 
10,939  lbs.  of  quinine  was  issued,  against  8,482  lbs.  in  1896-7, 
although  the  demand  for  quinine  for  pice-packets  fell  off  by 
1,100  lbs.,  as  compared  witn  the  previous  year.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  North- West  Provinces  and  Oudh  had  800  lbs. 
for  conversion  into  pice-packets,  besides  which  the  medical 
depots  required  an  increase  of  1,710  lbs.,  and  the  sales  to 
Government  officers  for  distribution  exceeded  those  of  1896-7 
by  1,088  lbs.  The  stock  of  quinine  sulphate  was  accordingly 
not  so  large  as  formerly,  being  3,767  lbs.  Sir  George  KiDg's 
idea  was  that  there  should  always  be  sufficient  quinine  in 
stock  at  the  commencement  of  a  year  to  meet  that  year's 
consumption,  and  endeavours  will  be  made  to  gradually 
attain  this  end,  says  Major  Prain.  Cinchona  febrifuge  to 
the  extent  of  3,398  lbs.  was  issued,  against  2  994  lbs.  during 
1896-7.  and  the  stock  has  also  been  increased  from  1  205  lbs. 
to  1,882  lbs. 

Tne  bark  purchased  during  the  year  cost  (lightly  under 
la.  Hp.  per  lb.,  and  that  harvested  cn  the  plantations 
li.  9p.  per  lb.,  the  difference  in  price  being  entirely 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  bark  was  consic'erably 
less  lich  in  cinchona  alkaloids  than  the  purchased  bark,  as 
the  fcrmer  was  derived  from  sickly  and  dying  trees.  This 
decrease  in  va'ue  of  raw  mjvterial  has  reacted  on  the  value 
of  manufactured  prcdncts,  and  rendered  it  necessary  to 
estimate  the  stock  va'ne  of  the  febrifuge  at  7r.  8a,  and  of 
quinine  sulphate  at  10r.  12a.  per  lb.  Tte  total  stock  on 
Mai ch  31,  1898.  was  253,51  Ir.  as  against  262.890r.  cn  the 
same  date  of  1897. 

As  regards  the  sale  of  quinine  at  tte  post-effices.  Major 
Prain  characterises  the  d<  cline  of  1,100  lbs.  (total,  2  200  lbs. 
against  3,300  lbs.)  re'erred  to  above  as  very  disheartening, 
and  sajs  the  matter  teems  to  call  for  further  inqoiiy  by  the 
Government  departments  concerned  in  the  preparation  and 
distribution  of  these  packets. 


"I  do  not  believe  that  many  medical  men  get  com- 
missions, but  I  have  no  doubt  that  some  do.  One  of  the 
leadicg  doctors,  talking  with  me  on  the  subject  the  other 
day,  told  me  that  he  had  often  been  offered  commissions. 
He  lately  got  a  letter  from  an  undertaker  offering  to  provide 
him  free  of  cost  with  a  brougham,  if  he  would,  as  the 
undertaker  delicately  put  it,  recommend  him  in  the  '  black 
b  jsiness.' "    So  wri.es  tte  editor  of  Truth.  


Rainess  Cbanges. 


A  New  Business  will  shortly  be  opened  at  35  London 
Road,  Brighton,  by  Mr.  A.  Hunter,  chemist. 

Me.  R.  M.  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening'  a 
new  business  at  51  Cross  Street,  Abergavenny. 

Me.  Walter  Sadlee.  of  Tamworth,  has  purchased  the 
business  from  Mr.  J.  F.  Kingzett,  Bridge  Street,  Evesham. 

Mb  Alexander  Whitelayv",  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
purchased  the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Guthrie  at  Cupar- Fife,  N  B. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Fieldsend,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Austra- 
lian Avenue,  London,  W.C,  has  acquired  the  pharmacy  ©f 
the  late  Mr.  T.  F.  Ryder,  at  Gorton  Brook,  Manchester. 

Electric  Lighting  has  been  adopted  for  the  first  time 
in  Strood,  Rochester,  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Clarke,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  High  Street,  not  "Mr.  W.  E.  Smith,"  as  stated  in 
our  last  week's  issue. 

Mb.  Jasper  L.  Hall,  lately  with  Messrs.  Bullus  &  Co., 
West  Bromwich,  has  purchased  the  old-established  business 
at  High  Street,  Solihull,  carried  on  by  Mr.  Herbert  Pegg, 
pharmaceutical  chemist. 

The  Executor3  of  the  late  Mr.  Pare,  of  Bolton,  have 
closed  the  fine  pharmacy  which  they  have  run  for  several 
years  in  Stretford  Road,  Old  Traffjrd,  Manchester.  Mr. 
Pare  was  a  well-known  chemist,  and  had  many  pharmacies 
in  Bolton,  OldhaTn,  and  Manchester. 

Messrs.  G.  B  Kent  &  Sons,  brush-manufacturers, 
75  Farringdon  Road,  E.C.,  owing  to  increasing  business, 
have  just  purchased  five  acres  of  freehold  ground  at  Hemel 
Hempstead,  in  Hertfordshire,  on  which  they  propose  to  erect 
additional  steam  factories,  equipped  with  the  most  efficient 
labour-saving  machinery. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Bardlet,  chemist  and  druggist,  Glosstrp-Bcrad, 
Sheffield,  is  having  built  a  large  factory,  equipped  with  the 
most  modern  machinery  and  appliances,  for  the  manufacture 
of  aerated  waters  on  a  large  scale.  Mr.  Eardley's  experi- 
ment in  this  auxiliary  to  his  ordinary  bu.-iness  has  been  an 
unqualified  success,  especially  during  the  summer  just  ended , 
when  his  resources  proved  unequal  to  the  demand.  He  has 
placed  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings  and  the 
equipment  with  the  Riley  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited), 
of  London.  It  will  be  one  of  the  mosi  complete  factory 
of  the  kind  in  Sheffield.  It  is  to  be  lighted  throughout  by 
electricity  generated  on  the  premises,  and  a  powerful  gas 
engine  will  supply  the  motive  power  for  the  machinery.  . 


Messes.  Jules  Denoual  &  Co.,  Carlton  Works^-New 
Cross  Road,  S.E.,  have  been  appointed  agents  for  Mr.  O.  H. 
Oehmig- Weiolich,  toilet-soap  and  perfumery  manufacturer, 
Leitz,  Germany.  Messrs.  Denoual  have  shown  us  samples  of 
the  products,  which  already  enjoy  a  considerable  reputation 
in  the  English  export  trade.  A  copiously-illustrated  cata- 
logue is  in  preparation.  Messrs.  Denoual  are  sole  agents  for 
the  British  Empire. 

Maypole  Soap  Company  (Limited).— The  meeting  of 
debenture-holders  and  creditors  of  this  company  was  held  ic 
the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Thursday.  Our  representative, 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  press,  was  refused  admission. 
Mr.  Deakin,  managing  director,  explained  to  our  representa- 
tive that  under  the  Judge's  order  the  meeting  might  be 
private  if  necessary,  and  he  (Mr.  Deakin)  considered  that  it 
was  necessary  that  it  should  be  private.  Especially  did  he- 
not  wish  notices  of  the  meeting  in  trade-papers. 

Pill-catalogue. — From  Messrs.  Matthews  &  Wilson 
46-48  Portland  Road,  South  Norwood,  S.E.,  we  have  received 
tLe  new  edition  of  their  price-list  of  coated  pills.    From  it 
we  learn  that  the  firm  are  prepared  to  supply  either  round  or 
ovoid  pills,  pearl-coated  or  gelatin-coated,  and  that  the- 
solubility  of  the  coating  and  th-  excellency  of  the  drugs  used 
in  the  pills  are  guaranteed.    The  price-list,  which  contains- 
formnlas  for  many  hundred  different  kinds  of  pills  kept  in .. 
stock,  has  a  useful  therapeutic  index,  and  will  be  sent  to  anj. 
chemist  applying  for  it. 
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CorrespontJence* 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
m  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style    They  are  requested  to 

write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters, 
Kotlce  to  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume,  must  be  authen- 
«ent«*P°n"  ticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Army  Pharmaceutical  Service. 
Sib, — I  read  with  pleasure  your  note,  in  thi3  week's 
Chemist  and  Deuggist,  that  "there  are  enough  qualified 
pharmacists  in  the  Volunteer  Service  to  take  the  places  of 
all  the  army  compounders  who  may  be  called  abroad," 
which  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  whatever  in  accepting 
as  true. 

As  a  Volunteer  of  eleven  years'  service,  the  idea  has  often 
struck  me  that  it  would  be  very  useful  and  interesting  if  the 
C.  D  ,  as  the  leading  trade  paper,  would  compile  a  list  of 
registered  chemists  who  are  serving  in  the  auxiliary  forces, 
with  their  names,  rank,  regiment,  and  length  of  service. 
The  list  could  be  published  annually,  either  in  the  Diary 
or  in  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist,  and,  besides  being 
handy  tor  reference,  would  be  of  great  service  to  the 
members  of  the  craft,  who,  when  their  regiments  are  under 
canvas,  would  meet  together  and  join  issue  upon  the  many 
topics  which  chemists  delight  in  discussing  with  each 
otsner. 

'  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  addition,  you  could,  if  you  wished, 
each  year  publish  some  of  the  Volunteers'.'  portraits  when 
they  distinguished  themselves  as  marksmen  or  in  any  other 
way  ;  but,  whether  or  not  you  decide  to  compile  a  list,  we 
have  as  yet  very  little  pharmaceutical  literature  which  can 
give  us  any  idea  as  to  the  number  of  chemists  who  are 
Volunteers,  the  pleasure  they  have  had  in  so  being,  and  the 
rank  they  have  attained  and  the  credit  they  have  brought 
to  our  common  calling. 

Believe  me,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Hexham,  Northumberland,  John  Gibson. 

September  22. 

[What  do  other  Volunteers  say  ?  We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
any  in  the  Service. — Ed.] 

Sie, — In  connection  with  your  article  on  tbis  matter,  it 
would  be  as  well  to  point  out  that  in  the  event  of  the 
mobilisation  of  Volunteers  for  active  service  the  duty  of 
pharmacists  enrolled  as  combatants  would  be  with  their 
corps,  and  that  they  would  probably  be  unable,  even  if 
willing,  to  accept  temporary  civil  appointments  in  any  other 
branch. 

Although  the  Army  compounder  is,  as  a  man,  probably 
worthy  of  everyone's  respect,  and,  indeed,  is  occasionally  a 
man  of  considerable  scientific  ability,  yet,  generally  speaking, 
he  is  unrecognisable  as  a  pharmacist.  It  ia  high  time  that 
the  responsible  duties  of  manipulating  drugs  and  poisons 
should  be  undertaken  by  men  whose  education  and  self- 
respect  demand,  at  any  rate,  the  lowest  grade  of  commissioned 
rank.  As  pharmacists,  qualified  men  should,  in  our  general 
interest,  carefully  boycott  this  service.  A  little  soldiering 
is  good  for  any  man,  but  the  medical  profession  and  the 
public  at  large  should  be  made  to  recognise  that  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  skilled  pharmacist  is  not  one  which  any  man 
may  consider,  like  the  correspondent  in  the  B.N  J '.,  infra 
dig.  to  be  seen  (Oh  the  grovelliDg  snobbery  of  this  !)  engaged. 
Such  just  recognition  cannot  but  further  the  interest  of 
Medicine  and  those  engaged  in  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  faithfully  yours, 

T.  Moeley  Ta*lob 
(Sometime  Pte.  1st  Vol.  Batt.  Somerset  L  I.). 

Blackburning  the  Federation. 

Sie  — As  late  Secretary  of  the  Federation,  I  feel  I  cannot 
let  this  opportunity  slide  of  commenting  on  the  report  of 
the  meeting  of  the  North- East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion in  your  last  issue. 


I  was,  unfortunately,  unable  to  attend  the  Plymouth 
meeting,  and,  although  personally  I  regret  that  a  programme 
for  the  coming  session  was  not  drawn  up,  I  have  every  con- 
dence  that  the  meeting,  consisting  as  it  did  of  respocsible 
gentlemen,  has  come  to  a  sound  conclusion,  arid  one  that 
should  not  be  questioned  by  an  individual  who  was  not 
present  to  learn  their  reasons  for  so  doing. 

I  sincerely  believe  that  the  Plymouth  meeting  was  the 
most  important  one  ever  held  by  the  Federation,  as  the  change 
of  rules,  which  Blackburn  so  much  complains  of,  has  fixed 
its  position  ;  and  if  conducted  on  progressive  lines,  which 
we  are  led  to  hop3  it  will  be  from  the  recent  communication 
it  has  sent  out,  it  will  be  a' force  to  be  considered  in  future 
pharmaceutical  politics. 

I  think  it  fortunate  that  yon  are  able  to  publish  the  report 
of  the  Blackburn  meeiiog  in  the  sane  issue  in  which  yon 
print  the  recent  communication  sent  out  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Federation,  as  side  by  side  they  make  interesting 
reading. 

But,  may  I  say,  what  about  the  part  played  by  the  North- 
East  Lancashire  Chemists' Association  at  the  recent  meeting? 
Everyone  interested  is  aware  that  the  recommendations 
regarding  the  change  of  rules,  &c,  issued  by  this  Associa- 
tion filled  the  greater  pait  of  the  agenda,  and  that  the 
Blackburn  programme  is  still  before  tee  country  for  con- 
sideration ;  also,  I  understand,  the  time  of  the  meeting  was 
occupied  by  one  of  the  Blackburn  delegates  over  a  pakry 
matter  that  was  not  considered  worthy  of  publication,  and 
yet  Blackburn  complains ! 

You  will  see,  Sir,  and  so  will  everyone  who  reads  thi-s 
letter,  that  if  the  alteration  of  rules  was  a  deliberate  plan  for 
crushing  out  the  more  important  discussion  on  the  present 
pharmaceutical  crisis,  as  Mr.  Holt  is  reported  to  have  said, 
Blackburn  was  at  the  bottom  of  it. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  I  entirely  approve 
of  the  change  of  rules  and  tha  appointment  of  an  executive 
committee  for  action  in  cases  of  emergency  and  for  gener.il 
purposes,  and  that  I  fail  to  see  why  a  Secretary  living  in 
Devonshire  will  not  be  as  useful  as  one  residing  in  Lancashire 
— or,  in  fact,  in  any  other  county. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

R.  C.  Cowley. 

6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper  Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 

Poor-law  Dispensers. 

Interested  (269/93),  writing  in  regard  to  the  advance 
in  the  salaries  of  poor-law  dispensers  which  tha  Local 
Government  Board  has  sanctioned,  says  this  has  been 
secured  without  the  slightest  assistance  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  (G.B  ).  It  is  the  work  of  the  Dispensers' 
Association,  and  shows  the  good  results  of  combination  when 
actively  and  intelligently  led  and  organised. 

Perhaps,  although  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  his  not  in 
the  past  been  roused  to  action  by  any  thought  of  the  safety 
of  pauper  patients  left  to  the  care  of  dispensers  whose  only 
qualification  is  that  of  assistant  to  apothecaries  or  army 
compounders,  the  menace  of  its  position  as  a  semi-pro- 
fessional body  may  arouse  the  Society  from  its  aoathy. 
These  appointments  carry  salaries  of  100Z.  to  180Z.  per 
annum,  moderate  hours,  good  holidays,  and  substantial 
pensions  on  retirement.  They  should  only  be  open  to  those 
holding  the  qualification  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  but  are  open 
to  persons  with  a  certificate  which  can  be  obtained  by  any- 
one having  an  average  intelligence  with  two  or  thr^e 
months'  coaching.  Already  there  are  several  tutors  in 
London  engaged  solely  in  turning  out  holders  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Assistants'  certificate.  It  is  only  human  nature  that 
the  holders  of  these  certificates  should  use  every  endeavour 
and  pull  every  wire  to  obtain  the  vacant  appointments. 

If  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  could  but  pluck  up  courage 
to  do  its  duty  it  should  not  have  the  slightest  trouble  in 
getting  theLG  B.  to  pass  a  new  order  ordering  all  future 
vacancies  to  be  filled  by  pharmaceutical^-  qualified  men. 
Surely  if  a  small  and  young  association  of  about  seventy 
members  can  achieve  such  a  success  as  I  have  mentioned  In 
two  years  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  bringing  the  matter  to  a  successful  issue. 

Books  on  Bookkeeping. 

Sj.b  As  yon  have  opened  jour  columns  to  the  considfra- 

tion  of  some  point3  in  the  business  training  of  the  chea  1st 
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and  druggist,  I  daresay  you  are  not  averse  to  supplement 
these  remarks  with  the  experience  of  any  of  your  readers 
who  can  usefully  contribute  to  the  discussion.  In  the  case 
of  an  optional  and  neglected  subject  like  bookkeeping  this 
must  naturally  be  extremely  varied.  My  father  would  have 
made  but  a  poor  show  at  any  of  the  quarterly  meetings  of 
the  examiners,  bnthe  had,  for  his  time,  a  capital  commercial 
training,  largely  due  to  his  connection  with  the  clerical  and 
other  departments  of  the  wholesale  trade.  For  a  country 
chemist  he  took  remarkable  pride  in  his  books,  which  were 
at  the  fame  time  models  of  order  and  good  penmanship. 
My  own  experience  was  somewhat  different.  Between 
passing  the  Minor  and  setting  up  in  business  I  was  fortunate 
in  observing  in  the  columns  of  our  daily  paper  a  very  appre- 
ciative review  of  the  bookkeeping  primer  entitled  "  First 
LepsoD  in  Bookkeeping,"  written  by  J.  Thornton  (Macmillan 
&  Co.,  2s.  Qd.). 

Having  obtained  the  book  I  could  see  at  once  that  it  con- 
tained exactly  what  I  wanted  to  know  set  down  in  an  easy, 
original,  and  progressive  style. 

It  is  universally  agreed  that  every  business  man  has,  to  a 
large  extent,  to  construct  his  own  system  of  bookkeeping. 
In  an  ordinary  chemist's  business  what  is  actually  required 
is  of  the  very  simplest  kind  compared  with  the  more  intri- 
cate processes  developed  in  a  complete  treatise  on  account- 
ing, and  the  study  of  which  could  hardly  fail  in  most  cases 
to  make  the  subject  distasteful,  rather  than  inviting  and 
helpful. 

These  considerations  naturally  weigh  with  one  in  the 
selection  or  recommendation  of  a  suitable  work  of  reference, 
and  as  this  author's  works  (there  is  a  more  advanced  manual 
published)  are  not  so  .well  known  and  appreciated  in  phar- 
maceutical circles  as  they  deserve  to  be,  the  present  seems 
an  opportune  moment  to  suggest  that  the  primer  at  least 
should  be  included  in  the  C.  <5"  If.  list  of  books  that  every 
student  should  be  encouraged  to  read,  mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digest.  C.    (124/38  ) 

Jury-service. 

Sib, — There  are  evidently  erroneous  ideas  about  jury- 
service  in  the  minds  of  many  people.  I  have  had  lately  to 
serve  on  a  coroner's  jury,  the  officer  firmly  maintaining  that 
I  was  liable  to  be  summoned  (but  not  on  any  other  jury), 
only  mental  or  physical  incapacity  exempting  one.  There 
must  be  one  right  interpretation  of  the  law;  even  chemists 
whom  I  have  talked  with  on  the  subject  maintain  that  a 
Ph.  Ch.  is  liable  for  coroners'  juries.    Which  is  right? 

Yours  obliged, 

W.  B.  (123/6.) 
Ph.  Ch.  (out  of  business). 

[The  Jury  Act  of  1862  exempts  pharmaceutical  chemists  in 
England  and  Wales  from  "  serving  upon  any  juries  or  inquests 
whatsoever."  The  coroner's  officer  is  wrong.  Vide  the  Act,  Vic. 
35-36,  Cap.  cvii.,  1862,  Section  II.  As  W.  B.  has  retired  and  is 
tiot "  actually  practising,"  he  is  liable  to  serve  on  any  juries ;  but  all 
pharmaceutical  chemists  in  England  and  Wales  actually  practising 
are  exempt,  as  stated. — Ed.] 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing 
difficulties.  Subscribers  and  their  employ  Ss  may  contribute 
to  it,  criticising  any  of  the  following  notes  or  contributing 
notes  on  prescriptions  which  they  have  found  to  be  of 
real  interest. 


Butyl  chloral  Hydrate  and  Antipyrin. 

Quin.  hydroch.    gr.  36 

Croton-chloral.  hyd.  ...       ...  5j- 

Antipyrin  gr.  36 

5j. 


Ammon.  brom, 
Syr.  aurant.  ... 
Aq.  chlorof.  ad 

'    Ft.  mist, 

§33.  t.d.s.,  p.c. 


5ss. 
oij- 


Sib, — I  have  triedmixing  the  above  in  various  orders,  but 
cannot  prevent  precipitation  of  a  heavy  oil-like  substance 
•when  euner  the  antipyrin  or  the  croton-chloral  hydrate  is 
added  to  the  other  ingredients.    Can  you  suggest  a  way  of 


dispensing  a  presentable  mixture  except  by  omission  of  one 
of  the  two  drugs  1  Yours  faithfully, 

Cenin.  (117/40.) 

[Butyl-chloral  hydrate  and  antipyrin  in  strong  solutions  are 
incompatible.  Some  addition  or  omission  is  necessary  to  make 
a  clear  mixture.  The  following  modification  makes  a  clear  com- 
pound : — 

Dissolve  the  quinine  in  2  oz.  of  water  acidulated  with  40  drops 
of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid. 

Dissolve  the  antipyrin  and  bromide  in  the  same  quantity  of 
water. 

Dissolve  the  croton-cliloral  hydrate  in  a  mixture  of  1  dr.  of 
spt.  chlorof.  and  S.V.R.,  or  2  dr.  of  spt.  chlorof.  Make  up  to 
2  oz.  with  water,  and  mix  the  three  solutions  ;  an  oily  deposition 
will  immediately  take  place,  which,  however,  after  a  few  hours 
will  entirely  disappear.] 

Mist.  Quininas  Co. 

Sir, — What  should  be  dispensed  when  this  is  prescribed, 
as  in  the  following  prescription  1 — 

Mist.  quin.  co.  oiss 

Spt.  vin.  rect..  5>ss 

5j.  ter  die. 

OEUIN.  (117/40.) 

[Quinine  mixtures  are  usually  made  up  to  ounce  doses.  It  is 
probable  that  tincture  of  quinine  may  have  been  intended.] 

A  Soft  Mass. 
Sie, — How  can  1  mass  the  following  pills  1 — 

Gingerine      ...       ...    gr.  j. 


Ext.  nucis  vom. 
Aloin  ...  ... 

Calomel 


gr-  ]■ 
gr.  ss. 


M.    Ft.  pil.    Mitte  iv. 

What  with  the  gingerin  and  ext.  nuc.  vom.,  the  product  is 
more  of  an  ointment  than  a  pill-mass. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Sharkey.  (111/5.) 

[A  little  pulv.  glycyrrhizae,  or  any  inert  powder  of  an  absorbing 
nature  (pulv.  althaea?)  does  it.] 


Legal  Queries. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pha/rmacy  will  be  found 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby,  and  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's 
"  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


121/23.  J.  S. — The  headache-powders  packet  is  not  liable, 
but  the  tic,  toothache  and  nerve  powder  description  is, 
because  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  draw  the  line  at  two 
complaints  or  diseases. 

120/34.  Blood-purifying. — Your  label  in  itself  does  not 
render  the  preparation  liable  to  stamp  duty.  Are  you  aware 
that  you  can  get  such  questions  definitely  answered  for  you 
by  sending  two  copies  of  the  labels  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Ruvenue,  Somerset  House,  London  ? 

122/1.  Avo. — (1)  Ointments  containing  white  precipitate, 
opium,  and  other  scheduled  poisons  must  be  labelled  ''Poison," 
and  may  be  retailed  by  registered  chemists  and  druggists 
only  ;  (2)  "  Can  the  same  persons  style  themselves  wholesale 
and  shipping  druggists  and  execute  orders  for  ships'  surgeries, 
poisons  included?"  [We  have  to  assume  that  "Avo"  is 
thinkiDg  of  unqualified  persons.  They  may  do  the  first 
thing,  but  if  they  retail  poisons  or  keep  open  shop  for  that 
purpose,  they  will  infringe  the  Pharmacy  Act.  As  the 
tilling  of  medicine  chests  is  considered,  in  the  trade,  not  to 
be  a  wholesale  transaction  but  rather  a  retail  one,  the  second 
part  of  the  question  must  be  answered  in  the  negative — i.e., 
any  unqualified  person  who  does  it  lays  himself  open  to 
action  under  the  Pharmacy  Act.] 

124/10.  Alfred. — Every  writiDg  relating  to  apprenticeship 
has  to  be  stamped  with  a-  2s.  6d.  stamp.  '  The  stamp-duty 
does  not  vary  with  the  amount  of  the  premium. 
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124/21  F.  Lane. — Unless  an  agreement  to  the  contrary 
has  been  come  to  at  the  time  of  engagement  a  month's 
notice  or  salary  is  the  custom  in  the  drug-trade,  when  dis- 
missing an  assistant.  Eefusing  to  sell  Malthusian  speciali- 
ties is  not  good  ground  for  instant  dismissal. 

279/99.  Bascee. — The  agent  who  is  negotiating  the 
transfer  of  a  business  will  naturally  retain  the  signed  agree- 
ment, and  any  other  documents  in  connection  with  it,  until 
the  transfer  is  completed. 

125/5.  Assistant. — In  the  United  States  a  Preliminary 
examination  in  general  education  for  those  engaged  in 
pharmacy  is  exceptional.  The  best  of  the  colleges  require 
some  evidence  of  good  education,  but  few,  if  any,  of  the 
Boards  of  Pharmacy  do.  If  you  go  out  there  you  should 
take  your  Preliminary  examination  note  (it  is  not  a  certifi- 
cate) with  you,  as  well  as  evidence  of  the  time  ycu  have 
been  in  the  trade. 

121/13.  Wall  Case  exhibits  on  his  shop-front  a  wall-case 
which  protrudes  6  inches.  The  adjoining  building  is 
10  inches  further  out  than  "  Wall  Case's."  Does  the  latter 
cause  an  obstruction  1  [Under  the  Town  Police  Clauses 
Act,  section  28,  anything  projecting  over  a  footpath  which 
is  an  obstruction,  or  annoyance,  or  damage  to  residents  or 
passengers  renders  the  person  liable  to  a  fine  of  40s ,  or 
fourteen  days'.  There  is  no  general  rule  about  6  inches  or 
any  other  allowance  of  the  kind  that  we  are  aware  of. 
There  may  be  a  local  by-law  to  this  effect.  The  fact  that 
the  adjoining  house  projects  does  not  materially  affect  the 
question.  This  Act  only  applies  to  urban  districts,  so  that  if 
"  Wall  Case "  is  in  a  district  of  a  rural  authority  the  Act 
does  not  apply,  and  he  can  only  be  proceeded  against  for 
the  common-law  nuisance.] 

124/30.  L.  D. — In  case  of  a  sample  being  taken  from 
you  by  an  inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
your  best  plan  is  to  analyse  the  stock  from  which  you  have 
drawn.  If  the  result  makes  you  confident,  set  the  sealed 
sample  aside  until  you  hear  from  the  authorities.  Should 
they  summon  you  for  an  offence  under  the  Act,  send  your 
sealed  sample  to  an  analyst  whom  you  can  call  as  a  witness 
if  need  be,  and  retain  a  smart  solicitor  to  conduct  the  case 
for  you  in  court. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employes  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 

query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 

Notice  to    ,  . 

Ouerlats      paper.    When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 

full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 


34/22.  L.  M.  R. — You  will  find  all  the  information  which 
you  require  regarding  the  Minor  Examination  in  our  Educa- 
tional Number,  September  2. 

119/8.  T.  L.  N. — Oamwal  shares  are,  we  believe,  worth 
25s.  each.  Britannia  Works,  1898,  were  last  week  quoted, 
middle-prices,  Ordinary  at  1|,  Preference  1^. 

121/54.  Labor  is  anxious  to  break  a  shoemaker  of  the 
habit  of  keepii  g  tin  tacks  in  his  mouth  while  working.  The 
shoemaker  smokes  for  the  purpose,  he  alleges,  of  neutralM  g 
the  effects  of  the  habit.  [We  imagine  that  bad  effects  would 
only  follow  if  the  man  swallowed  the  tacks,  and,  of  course, 
smoking  would  not  exert  the  slightest  influence  on  the  tin 
tacks.  What  is  wanted  is  a  desire  on  the  pirt  of  the  shoe- 
maker to  drop  the  habit  and  the  exercise  of  his  will  to 
accomplish  it.] 

122/2.  Dentist. — It  ought  not  to  be  a  difficult  matter  for 
you  to  fix  the  charge  to  make  a  dentist  for  the  use  of  a  room 
on  one  day  in  the  week.  You  will  of  course  take  into  con- 
sideration the  rent  you  pay  for  your  premises,  what  kind  of 
a  room  you  will  let  on  hire,  and  if  the  dentist  requires  you 


to  exhibit  his  brass  plate.  It  is  fairer  to  both  parties  to  fix 
the  remuneration  at  a  certain  rent. 

120/73.  St.  Ebbs.— Removing  Tattoo-stains  — See  C.  3c  D., 
April  8,  1899,  page  575,  and  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
page  438. 

120/65.  JET.  P.  $  Co.— (I)  Tartaric  acid  is  less  liable  than 
citric  acid  to  absorb  moisture  from  the  atmosphere,  and 
hence  better  for  using  in  the  manufacture  of  "  Health-salt." 
(2)  We  do  not  undertake  analyses,  but  can  supply  you  with 
the  name  of  an  analyst  who  would  undertake  the  work  for 
you. 

121/19.  A.  H.  B. — There  is  a  chapter  in  "  Diseases  and 
Remedies "  which  explains  the  use  of  various  surgical 
appliances,  and  the  nature  of  the  ailments  for  which  they  are 
required. 

111/13.    J.  S.— Bay  Rum  :— 

Oil  of  bay   ,.  5.1- 

Oil  of  orange-peel   5j. 

Oil  of  pimento    5j. 

Rectified  spirit        ...       ...       ...  Oviiss. 

Water   ...       ...  Oivss. 

Mis,  and  filter  after  a  few  days. 

115/51.  Boiled  Oil. — We  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
sample  of  boiled  oil  you  send  is  genuine,  but  we  do  not 
undertake  the  examination  of  such  samples. 

113/30.  /.  Q.  Y. — The  following  formula  for  Egg-yellow 
for  Bakers  isf  taken  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  " : — 


Crocein  B  ... 
Rectified  spirit 
Water  

Dissolve. 


5ss. 


113/31.  Puzzled. — We  suspect  that  the  "solution  of  silk" 
for  renovating  kid  which  has  become  frayed  and  cracked  is 
a  solution  of  guttapercha  or  albumen.  The  "  chair-leather 
polish"  given  in  the  C.  $  B.,  January  28, 1899,  page  181,  is 
excellent  for  the  purpose. 

110/67.  Euealyptus. — Foot-rot  Ointment  — This  resembles 
the  following : — 

Oupri  sulph  ,  ...    giv.  , 

Ferri  sesquioxid  |iv. 

Ac.  acet.  glac  

Mellis  I}. 

M. 

25/30.  Chtlsea. — The  Toilet-lotion  is  an  infusion  of  some 
astrirjgent  vegetable  drug,  but  we  cannot  with  certainty 
identify  it. 

122/38.  Seagull. — The  educational  information  you  ask 
for  was  given  in  our  issue  for  September  2,  page  408. 

114/46.  W.  C.  T.  —  Wanklyn's  Soap-test.— See  C.  $  D., 
July  30,  1898,  page  219. 

118/29.  M.  P.  I. — Some  time  ago  we  examined  a  sample 
of  fluid  used  for  making  a  copy  of  printed  matter  by  pressure 
after  wetting  with  the  solution,  and  found  it  to  consist  of  a 
weak  folution  ot  turpentine  in  spirit  (1  in  8).  There  was  a 
little  perfume  present  also. 

123/7.  Stonehenge. — We  must  refer  you  (in  spite  of  your 
request  to  the  contrary)  to  '  Diseases  and  Remedies"  fcr 
the  information  you  require  on  pruritus  and  al  ipecia  areata. 
The  latter  is  also  fully  treated  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas."  We  could  not  do  justice  to  either  of  the  sub- 
jects in  the  small  space  at  our  disposal  in  this  section. 

106/12.  Bloom.— You  will  find  from  the  DiABY  that 
Messrs.  Forbes,  Abbott  &  Lennard  (Limited), East  Greenwich, 
S.E.,  sell  a  special  preparation,  wbich  they  call  "  nitro- 
naphthaline,"  for  deblooming  mineral  oils. 

118/39.  B.  &■  F. — The  mixture  used  with  such  "imme- 
diate good  effect"  for  gonorrhoeal  sore  throat,  and  which 
you  say  appears  to  be  "but  flavoured  water,"  contains  from 
10  to  15  gr.  of  berzoate  of  soda  in  each  teaspoonful.  Your 
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customer's  statement  that  he  pays  "  5s.  for  an  8-cz.  bottle  to 
a  medical  man  "  is  another  instance  cf  the  popular  idea  that 
the  medical  man's  fee  is  for  the  medicine  only. 

118/7.  W.  G.  B.—(Y)  Mr.  W.  Hay,  Hull,  sells  infants' 
and  invalids'  food  in  bulk,  and  supplies  the  tins  and  labels 
for  chemists  desiring  to  do  their  own  packing.  (2)  Write 
to  the  Gem  Dry-plate  Company,  Villiers  Road,  Willesden 
Green,  N.W.,  in  refereccs  to  supplying  dry-plates  without 
came. 

117/53.  A.  8. — The  chapter  on  writing-materials  in 
"Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  contains  all  the  available  in- 
formation, in  a  small  compass,  on  ink-making. 


113/33.    Ink.—  Wet-plate  Photography.- 

are  the  formulas  you  require  : — 

Plain  Collodion. 

Pyroxylin   

Alcohol  (90-per-cent.)   

Ether  0  725  

Iodising-solution. 

Ammonium  iodide  

Cadmium  iodide 
Ammonium  bromide  ... 
Plain  collodion 


-The  following 


55  gr. 
4i  oz. 
5*  oz. 


3  gr. 
4  gr- 
IS  gr. 
1  oz. 


The  iodised  collodion  is  ready  for  use  three  or  four  days 
after  mixiDgr.  For  sensitising  the  collodion  a  silver-bath 
containing  35  gr.  of  nitrate  to  the  ounce  is  required. 


Developing-sohetion. 

Ferrous  sulphate   

Alcohol   

Acetic  acid 

Water  

Intensifier. 

Pyrogallic  acid 

Citric  acid   

Silver  nitrate  

Water  

Fixing -solution. 

Potassium  cyanide  

Water  


4  oz. 
4  oz. 
3  oz. 
65  oz. 


10  gr. 
25  gr. 
20  gr. 
2  oz. 


20  oz. 


123/38.  J.  W.  K. — The  powder  used  with  "very  good 
effect "  for  Colds  in  Horses  is  similar  to  the  following  : — 


Mag.  sulp'n.  , 
Potass,  chlor.. 
Potass,  nit.  . 
Pulv.  anisi  . 


3iv. 
5j. 
5ij. 
5iv. 


Mi 


The  above  quantity  administered  in  bran-mash  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  cold,  the  horse  being  kept  in  a  warm  stable, 
is  often  all  the  treatment  needed. 

123/34.  Veritas. — The  sample  of  Toilet-lotion  you  send 
is  an  instance  of  a  simple  jet  effective  skin-application  put 
up  in  an  attractive  form.  It  consists  of : — 

Glycerin  of  borax    §ij. 

Eau  de  Cologne    gij. 

Essence  of  white  roae    |j. 

Hofmann's  violet    q.s. 

Rose-water  to         ...    Oj. 

Filter  bright. 

The  lotion  requires  but  the  merest  trace  of  the  Hofmann's 
violet,  the  blue-shade  variety  having  apparently  been  used 
in  your  sample. 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 


14/21.    What  is  Ranvier's  alcohol  ? 

118/69.  Makers  of  folding  syphon -baskets,  galvanised 
iron,  cross-keys  trade-mark. 


Information  Supplied. 


100/1.  Mr.  W. 
following  usefal 
tions : — 


Handy  Bolution-Table. 

M.  Maiih,  Cotham,  Bristol,  sends  us  the- 
tab'e  for  making  grains  in  minim  solu- 


Gr. 

Minims 

Gr. 

Fl.  oz. 

1 

in 

2 

6,000 

in 

25 

1 

in 

3 

4,000 

i  -i 

25 

1 

in 

4 

3.0C0 

in 

25 

1 

in 

5 

2,400 

in 

25 

1 

in 

6 

2  0C0 

in 

25 

1 

in 

8 

1,500 

in 

25 

1 

in 

10 

1,200 

in 

25 

Labels 

on  Tin. 

In  our  issue  of  Jaly  24  Mr.  A.  H.  Benson  asked  if  the 
gentleman  who  suggested  the  use  of  solution  of  sodium- 
silicate  for  sticking  labels  on  tin  would  state  the  consistency 
of  the  solution  which  it  is  best  to  use.  To  this  we  have 
received  a  reply  from  Air.  H.  Von  Holtz,  chemist,  Johannes- 
burg, consisting  of  a  piece  of  tinfoil  with  the  query  stuck 
upon  it  by  means  of  the  sodium-silicate  solution,  and  the 
laconic  direction,  "  Dilate  to  the  consistency  of  olive  oil." 
We  have  been  unable  to  separate  the  label  from  the  tin  with- 
out tearing  the  paper. 

Lending  Syphons. 

We  believe  the  custom  of  the  trade  generally  is  (in  tbe- 
absence  of  carelessness)  to  make  no  charge  whatever  for 
syphons  that  happen  to  burst  whilst  in  the  possession  of 
customers,  and  that  the  loss  usually  falls  upon  the  vendor. 

Brighton.  Bheltey  &  Co.  (Limited). 

Chemists'  Bookkeeping. 

120/28.  Nomen  sends  the  following  note  on  his  system- 
of  bookkeeping  and  method  of  analysing  his  cash- takings  : — 
"  I  have  a  Gledhill's  cash-till,  and  each  cash-roll  I  rule  in- 
seven  columns,  like  this  : — 


Protecting  Glass. 


Paid 
Out 


Drugs,  Sundries, 
and  General 

8.  &. 


Patents 
8.  d. 


Own 
Proprietaries 
8.  d. 


Each  evening  I  add  the  columns  up  and  enter  into  my  cash- 
book,  which  is  also  in  three  columns.  At  the  end  of  the 
week  I  add  up  each  column,  and  the  gross  amount  of  each, 
I  thas  get  a  very  good  idea  at  the  end  of  each  week,  month, 
or  year  as  to  the  profic  I  am  making.  Here  is  an  imaginary 
page  of  my  cash-book  : — 


September  1 
2 

»  3 
4 
5 
6 


Drugs 

,  &c. 

Patents 

Props. 

£  8. 

d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s. 

d_ 

4  0 

0 

10  0 

0  10  0 

=  5  10 

0 

2  0 

0 

0  15  0 

0    7  6 

=  32 

6- 

2  10 

0 

0  12  6 

0    6  6 

=  39 

0 

2  0 

0 

0  10  0 

0    6  0 

=  2  16 

0- 

3  10 

0 

0  15  0 

0  10  0 

=  4  15 

0- 

6  0 

0 

10  0 

0  12  0 

=  7  12 

o- 

£20  0 

0 

£4  12  6 

£2  12  0 

£27  4 

6> 

This  seems  to  me  a  good  way  of  keeping  a  cash-book.  Of 
course,  on  the  opposite  side  I  put  all  cash- expenditure, 
and  this  deducted  from  above  shows  me  at  the  end  of  the 
week  what  cash  I  should  have  in  my  cash-box.  This  is 
part  of  a  system  of  bookkeeping  which  I  have  adopted  and 
find  both  simple  and  practically  infallible." 

iLLlN'ors  has  a  new  flag  law  which  makes  it  unlawful  for  auy 
person,  firm,  organisation  or  corporation  to  use  or  display  the 
national  flag  or  emblem  or  any  drawing,  lithograph,  engraving, 
photograph  or  likeness  of  the  national  flag  as  a  medium  of  adver- 
tising of  any  Bort.  Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  the  AcS 
can  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten  or  more  than  one- 
hundred  dollars. 
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Gra£>e  IReport. 


The  prices  quoted  below  are  the  bottom  prlcea 
obtained  for  bulk  quantities  by  importers  and 
manufacturers,  who  do  not  supply  retailers.  They 
are  in  many  cases  exclusive  of  various  charges. 


4a  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  September  28. 

QUININE  has  again  been  reduced  Id.  per  cz.  by  makers, 
and  farther  developments  are  expected  after  the  Am- 
sterdam cinchona-auctions  to- day.  Opium  is  quiet.  Cocaine 
is  firmly  held,  and  agents  cannot  book  orders  without  con- 
firmation by  principals  ;  second-hand  lots  are  now  in  small 
compass.  Permanganate  of  potash  has  been  advanced  to  a 
high  figure  by  one  maker,  but  quotations  vary  considerably. 
Citric  acid  is  dull.  Menthol  is  in  good  inquiry,  and  the 
Japanese  market  is  decidedly  dearer  than  London.  Turpen- 
tine has  been  excited,  and  quotations  have  advanced  about 
Is.  per  cwt.  on  the  week.  Petroleum  is  also  higher.  The 
following  aie  other  changes  of  the  week : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Acid,  carbolic 

Alcohol 

Balsam  Peru 

Ammonia 

Aloes  Curacao 

Cardamoms 

sulphate 

Buchu 

Honey, 

Cinchona 

Carbide  of  cal- 

Jamaica 

Perri  et  quin- 

cium 

Menthol 

inae  cit. 

Oil,  turpentine 

Oil,  cod-liver 

Quinine 

Petroleum 

Oil,  rape 

Rhubarb 

Senna 

Vanilla 

Shellac 

Turmeric 

The  following  drugs  have  arrived  at  this  and  other  British  ports 
between  September  21  and  27,  both  inclusive: — Bay  oil,  2;  buchu 
(in.  tr.),  7 ;  calumba,  49 ;  camphor,  146 ;  camphor  oil,  5  ;  carda- 
moms, 149;  castor  oil  (E.I.),  123,  (Ital.)  15;  cinchona,  246;  citro- 
nella  oil,  28 ;  cocculus  indicus,  5 ;  cod-liver  oil,  378 ;  coriander- 
seed,  109;  croton-seed,  34;  dragon's-blood,  22;  fenugreek- seed, 
654  ;  gum  arabic,  160  ;  gum  gamboge,  11 ;  gum  myrrh,  1 ;  honey 
(Chil.),  221,  (Aust.)  120;  nux  vomica,  99;  iodine,  37;  opium,  232; 
rhubarb,  102 ;  saffron,  2  ;  scammony-root,  70 ;  senna  (Tiny.),  128 ; 
soy,  101 ;  vanilla,  47  ;  wax,  bees',  115  ;  wax,  Japanese,  9. 

Bandong  Quinine=factory. 

There  has  been  a  rather  serious  fire  at  the  Bandong 
Quinine-factory  (Java),  and  it  is  not  expected  that  the 
company  will  be  able  to  produce  the  quantity  of  alkaloid 
which  they  had  promised  to  have  ready  for  public  sale  next 
January. 

Cultivation  of  Cannabis  Indica. 

The  Mysore  Government  have  decided  to  teach  the  local 
ryots  the  most  improved  method  of  cultivating  cannabis 
indica  and  the  manufacture  of  bhang.  The  decision  has 
been  the  outcome  of  an  anxiety  to  augment  the  revenue  of 
the  State.  The  Excise  Commissioner  in  Mysore  has  obtained 
the  sanction  of  the  Madras  Government  to  obtain  two 
experienced  growers,  and  the  best  seed  is  also  to  be  procured. 
There  is  likely  to  be  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is 
wise  to  train  the  Mysore  ryots  in  the  cultivation  and  manu- 
facture of  such  highly  noxious  drugs. 

Peppermint  Oil  from  a  Sewage=farm. 

We  have  referred  on  a  previous  occasion  to  the  successful 
cultivation  of  peppermint  by  the  Sutton  Urban  District  Council, 
and  now  learn  that  it  has  determined  to  add  t «  o  more  acres  to 
the  Existing  four  acres  at  present  devoted  to  tbe  cultivation. 
The  Council  has  paid  great  attention  to  the  utilisation  of 
sewage,  and  peppermint  is  one  of  the  products  of  the  land 
where  this  is  turned  to  profitable  account.  The  yield  of  oil 
just  distilled  was  119  lbs.,  the  value  of  which  amounted  to 
145Z.  15s.  6d.,  exactly  24s.  6d.  per  lb.,  or  382.  8s.  lOd.  per 
acre.  This  result  ought  to  be  encouraging  to  other  local 
authorities. 


Cablegrams. 

Amstebdam,  September  28, 4  49  p.  m.  :— At  the  auctions  held 
here  to-day,  7,510  packages  were  offered  (against  7 ,840  in 
August),  of  which  7,104  were  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  5  35c. 
per  A-kilo.,  as  compared  with  6  25c.  in  Augnst.  The  following 
were  the  approximate  quantities  puichased  by  tbe  principal 
buyers  :— American  and  English  facto>i?s  purchased  tbe- 
equivalent  of  10,204  kilos  ;  Brunswick,  3  992  kilos. ;  the  Mann- 
heim and  Amsterdam  factories,  4.341  kilos  ;  the  Frankfort- 
or-Maine  and  Stuttgart,  4,770  kilos.  ;  and  various  buyers., 
4  479  kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  the  manufacturing  bark 
ranged  from  6c.  to  61c.  per  §  kilo ,  and  for  druggists',  from. 
7£c.  to  64ic.  per  J-kilo.  The  tone  of  the  market  was  steady 
at  the  decline. 

Hamburg,  September  28,  12  35  P.M  :— Penned  camphor 
has  been  sold  at  310m.  per  100  kilos.  Lycopodium  is  firmer 
at  300m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  turpentine  is  steady  at  78m.  per 
100  kilos. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  September  28,  2  59  p.m.  :— The  market  is  in 
an  active  condition.  Quinine  has  declined  3c.  per  oz.,  but, 
ergot  is  advancing  and  is  now  50c.  per  lb.  Mexican  sarsa- 
parilla  is  firmer  at  7£c.  per  lb.,  and  cocaine  has  advanced 
25c.  peroz.  Coca-leaves  are  dearer,  the  piice  being  now  19c. 
per  lb.  Alexandrian  senna  has  gone  up  1c.  per  lb.,  but 
mandrake  is  easier,  3|c.  per  lb.  being  the  latest  selling- 
figure. 

Tea  Report. 

The  unexpected,  as  was  to  be  expected,  befel  the  tea-market 
during  September.  Blenders  and  others  eager  to  be  first  adver- 
tised blends  at  9^d.  D.P.  and  CP.,  when  common  Ceylons  and 
Indians  dropped  to  5\d.  and  5\d,.,  but  the  whole  country  was  so- 
bare  of  these  grades  that  everything  the  dealers  bought  at  the 
price  was  instantly  snapped  up  and  oversold,  and  prices  hardened 
by  farthings,  till  now  G\d.  is  practically  the  lowest  quotation  for 
clean-leaf  Ceylon  or  Indian.  Philanthropic  blenders  who  are 
still  selling  9j<Z.  D.P.  and  CP.  blends,  and  who  could  not  have  had 
much  time  to  lay  in  stocks,  are  likely  to  have  rather  an  awkward 
time.  Better  grades  are  showing  very  good  value.  Ceylons  are 
showing  a  great  improvement  in  quality,  and  some  very  fine 
liquoring  teas,  beautifully  fresh  and  bright,  from  Bd.  to  lid  ,  are 
good  buying,  and  will  go  dearer  when  their  value  is  realised. 
Finest  Darjeelings  are  very  scarce  and  fetching  enormous  prices, 
from  2s.  to  3s.  4c£.  China  teas  are  in  very  small  supply.  Thore 
is  nothing  in  Congou  under  5|cZ.,  and  no  Capers  under  5d. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These prices  are  for  other  market-centres  than  London.] 

A  very  good  business  continues  to  be  transacted  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market,  and  as  stocks  are  not  large  prices  are  without 
difficulty  maintained  at  the  recent  advances.  All  the  main  centres 
are  busier  both  on  home  and  export  account.  The  inquiry  for 
next  year's  delivery  is  heavier,  and  already  very  fair  contracts 
have  been  placed. 

Alkali  Produce. — Bleaching-powder  continues  scarce  and  in 
good  inquiry  ;  price  is  firmly  maintained  at  late  advanced  rates. 
Caustic  soda  very  steady,  77  to  78  per  cent.,  97.  15s.  to  97.  17s.  Gd. : 
74  per  cent.,  97.  2s.  6d.  to  9/.  7s.  Bd. ;  70  per  cent.,  87.  10s.  to 
8?.  12s.  6<7. ;  and  60  per  cent.,  77,  10s.  to  77.  12s.  Gd.  Ammonia 
alkali  firm  at  4?.  2s.  Gd.  to  47.  7s.  Gd.  per  ton  free  on  rails  in  bags. 
Soda  crystals  steady  ;  Tyne  57s.  6*7.,  and  Liverpool  6?s.  6d.  Salt- 
cake  firmer  at  25s.  to  26s.  per  ton  on  rails  in  bulk.  Chlorates  un- 
changed. Yellow  prussiate  firm  and  scarce  for  prompt.  Silicates 
of  soda  in  better  inquiry  and  steady  at  later  rates ;  140°  Tw.,  37.  5s. 
to  37.  7s.  Bd. :  100°  Tw.,  3Z.;  and  75°  Tw.,  27.  12s.  Gd.  to  27.  15s. 
f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liverpool,  in  usual  casks  with  usual  extras  for  other 
packages.  Bicarbonate  of  soda,  67.  7s.  Gd.  to  6?.  12s.  6(7,  per  ton 
in  10-cwt.  casks,  and  67.  15s.  to  77.  per  ton  in  1-cwt.  kegs  f.o.b. 
Liverpool. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  weaker  and  2s.  6d.  to  5s.  per  ton. 
lower  than  last  quotations.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week- 
amounted  to  870  tons. 

Recovered  Sulphur  very  firm  and  scarce,  at  47.  15s.  to  5?.  per 
ton  free  on  rails  in  bags. 

South  Durham  Salt  in  good  inquiry  and  very  firm,  at  9s.  Gd. 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tees. 

Bichromates  unchanged.  Potash,  English  and  Scotch 
deliveries,  3^7.  per  lb.  less  Gh  per  cent.  ;  export,  3d.  per  lb.  net, 
f.o.b.  Glasgow.  Soda,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries,  2%d.  r>er  lb. 
less  6£  per  cent. ;  export,  2J<7.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Barium-products  in  good  consumptive  demand,  and  prices  are 
steadily  maintained  at  late  rates.    Chloride  of  barium,  best  refiaed 


568 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST  September  30,  1899 


crystals,  61.  17s.  6d.  per  ton  in  bags  f.o.b.,  and  61.  15s.  per  ton  on 
rails  ;  Blanc  fine,  precipitated  sulphate  of  barium  in  paste,  61.  15.v. 
per  ton  free  on  rails  in  usual  casks;  sulphide  of  barium,  51.  10s. 
to  51.  15s.  per  ton  in  casks ;  hydrate  of  baryta,  purest  crystals, 
12?.  to  131.  10s.  per  ton,  according  to  quantity. 

Lin9eed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes  are  in  heavier  demand  and 
higher.  Linseed-cakes,  95  per  cent.,  pure,  81.  2s.  6d.  to  8/-.  5s.  ; 
oil-cakes,  11.  2s.  6(Z.  to  11.  5s. ;  cotton-cakes,  best  makes,  51.  10s. 
to  51.  12s.  6d. ;  and  seconds,  51.  2s.  6d.  to  5?.  7s.  6d. 

Liverpool  Market. 

Liverpool,  September  27. 

Castor  Oil. — Good  seconds  Calcutta  remain  very  firm  at  3d. 
per  lb.,  and  though  there  are  numerous  buyers  at  2\%d.,  they  have 
not  been  able  to  fill  their  orders  at  this  figure.  First-pressure 
French  is  2id.,  and  second-pressure  2$d.,  though  a  shade  less  has 
been  taken  for  one  or  two  large  orders. 

Gum  Arabic  Sorts. — A  good  business  has  been  done  at  from 
62s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  hard  amber  sorts,  to  75s.  for  soft  description, 
the  latter  being  considered  very  full  value. 

Canary-seed. — Three  hundred  bags  sold  at  39s.  6d.  per  quarter, 
which  may  be  considered  full  market-value,  and  there  are  other 
sellers  at  the  same  figure. 

Quill aia-b ark. — Only  retail  sales  have  occurred  ex  store,  and 
13Z.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  has  been  accepted  for  5  tons  from  the  quay. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — 'The  market  is  entirely  bare  at  present  of 
good  Maranham.  Retail  sales  of  cloudy  have  been  made  at 
Is.  5d.  per  lb.,  being  a  slight  advance. 

Linseed. — A  considerable  business  has  been  done  in  all  de- 
scriptions at  the  advance,  Turkish  being  held  as  high  as  49s.  per 
quarter. 

Gum  Guaiacum. — A  parcel  of  18  serons  of  ;  very  poor  small 
quality  has  been  sold  at  2d,  per  lb. 

Honey. — There  has  been  a  considerable  business  done  in 
Chilian,  chiefly  for  export  to  the  U.S.A.,  prices  ranging  from  21s. 
to  28s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality.  Califomian :  The  market 
is  very  bare,  and  small  sales  have  been  made  at  42s.  6d.  to 
46s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Irish  Moss  is  rather  plentiful,  and  has  sold,  ex  quay,  at 
61. 10s.  per  ton. 

Wax,  Carnauba. — Business  in  this  article  shows  an  improvement, 
130  bags  fair  ordinary  to  good  yellow  selling  at  65s.  to  68s.  6d.  per 
cwt. ;  20  bags  inferior  yellow,  60s. ;  and  186  bags  Ceara  and 
Maranham  grey  at  43s.  to  45s.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  September  26 

Our  drug-market  is  quiet  this  week,  and  there  have  been  few 
changes  in  price  since  last  Tuesday. 

Anise  (Russian)  is  steady,  at  34m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor,  Refined,  is  dull ;  second-hand  holders  want  to  realise 
and  offer  at  315m.  per  100  kilos. 

Coca-leaves  are  firm  and  scarce,  at  275m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  is  also  firm.  New  Malta  seed  is  quoted  58m.  to 
59m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  still  scarce,  at  425m.  per  100  kilos.,  but  there  is 
scarcely  anything  offering  just  yet. 

Menthol  steady,  at  16m.  per  kilo. 

Lycopodium  shows  a  strong  market.  The  Russian  crop  seems 
to  be  late,  and  the  prices  quoted  from  Russia  are  very  high ; 
295m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been  paid  here  to-day. 

Quinine  is  dull ;  the  factories  reduced  their  prices  last  week, 
and  second-hand  will  sell  at  30m.  per  kilo. 

Wax  (Japan)  is  firm,  at  58m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cod-liver  Oil  quiet,  at  57m.  per  barrel. 

Castor  Oil  steady,  but,  slow  of  sale,  at  52£m.  per  100  kilos,  for 
first-pressing  in  barrels. 

American  Market. 

New  York,  September  19. 
Business  is  satisfactory,  and  shows  a  steady  improvement. 
The  consuming- demand  is  good  and  favourable   to  further 
improvement. 

Opium  is  slightly  easier  in  sympathy  with  the  Smyrna  market, 
holders  being  willing  to  shade  the  current  quotations  of  $3.17A  to 
§3.20  per  lb. 

Quinine  is  somewhat  unsettled  since  the  recent  reduction  by 
domestic  manufacturers.  Second  hands  offer  at  25c.  to  27c,  and 
manufacturers  quote  27c.  to  28c.  according  to  brand. 

Colocynth  is  easier  for  both  Spanish  and  Trieste  grades.  The 
latter  is  now  offered  at  31c.  per  lb. 

Cuttlefish-bone  continues  to  move  upward,  and  is  now  quoted 
at  20-22c. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  weak,  at  5c.  to  6ic.  per  lb.  for  old  bark. 
Buchu. — Short  leaves  are  firmer  at  18c.  per  lb. 
Senega  is  nominal  at  36c,  with  practically  none  offering. 
Coca-leaves  are  advancing,  Truxillo  being  held  at  23c,  and 
Huanuco  at  27c:1  per  lb.  '  •'  '  • 


Japanese  Imports  and  Exports. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  principal  imports  and 
exports  of  drugs  from  and  to  Yokohama  and  Kobe  during  April, 
May,  and  June  of  the  current  year :— 
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50 
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Acid,  salicylic 

■  •  IDS. 

1  ft  70A 

1  1  9AA 
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■■  cwt. 

i  no 
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Acid,  tannic 

..  1, 

10 

10 

Acid,  lactic 

11,. 

Ids. 
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Acid,  pyrogallic  ... 
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..  cwt. 
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ooU 

Ammon.  mur. 

-  Jl 

904 
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Antipyrin... 

oz. 

D,OUU 

1Q  QOA 

Arsenic,  powder... 

DU 

Phosphorus,  amorph.  . 

..  IDS. 

XI  l\  Art 

Phosphorus,  stick 

29,500 

Cream  of  tartar  ...  > 
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oo 
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2,190 

Balsam  of  Peru  ... 

..  IDS. 

oaa 

Bismuth  salts 

it 
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>! 
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Chloral  hydrate  ... 
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— 

Condurango 
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— 
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1,008 
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>i 
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*•                   jy  ■ 
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cwt. 
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Ichthyol  amm.  ... 
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lbs. 
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Strontium  nitrate 
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30 

30 

Exports 

Yokohama 
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April  to  June 

April  to  June 

Acid,  hydrochlor. 

lbs. 

32,950 

Acid,  nitric 

35,160 

Acid,  sulph.  ... 

160,228 

Bleaching-powder 

15,000 

33,500 

Camphor  ... 

4,916 

Camphor  oil 
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Copper  sulph. 
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Ginseng 
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Iodine,  crude     ...  . 
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2,160 

Iodide  of  potassium 
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Menthol  

..  catties 

4,114 

1,500 

Oil  of  peppermint 

lbs. 

2.320 
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Oil,  kuromoji 
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Star  aniseed 

. .  piculs 

15 
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Soda,  caustic 

lbs. 

3,250 

Soda  crystals 

..  piculs 

42,376 

Wax,  vegetable  ... 

7,323  . 
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Monthly  Drug=sales. 

There  was  an  unusual  stir  and  excitement  amon;;  drug-sale 
habitues  in  No.  10  Commercial  Sale-rooms  to-day  when  it  got 
towards  noon.  Detached  groups  of  brokers  and  buyers  were 
scattered  over  the  room  communing  earnestly  together,  and  the 
hum  was  so  great  at  times  that  the  last  vanilla-selling  broker 
had  to  protest.  It  was  difficult  to  ascertain  what  the  exact 
problem  was,  for  only  incongruous  fragments  floated  above  the 
general  hum,  the  expressions  from  buyer  and  broker  alternating 
somewhat  after  the  following  fashion  : — 

"  The  whole  question  is  " 

"  Slightly  mouldy  " 

"  It  can  easily  be  settled  with  " 

"  Fine  Bourbon,  25s.  6rZ.  " 

"  The  Chemist  and  Druggist— —  " 

"  Ought  to  be  imported  to  " 

"  Seychelles — splendid  value." 

As  announced  at  the  last  drug-auctions,  the  question  as 
to  whether  the  drug-auctions  in  future  shall  be  held  once  a 
month  instead  of  fortnightly,  as  at  present,  was  to  have  been 
discussed  at  the  opening  of  the  sales.  Immediately  pre- 
ceding the  time  for  the  auctions  to  commence  there  was, 
as  stated,  an  air  of  excitement  in  the  room,  and  the  broker 
who  was  in  the  pulpit  finishing  the  last  catalogue  of  the 
vanilla  sale  could  hardly  take  his  bids,  the  confusion  of 
tongues  and  general  conversation  constantly  interrupting. 

Promptly  at  12  10  noon,  Mr.  Edward  Horner  rose,  and 
speaking  rapidly,  though  somewhat  indistinctly,  announced 
that,  owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  President  of 
the  Drug  Club  (Mr  A  B.  Hill),  he  had  been  asked  to  take 
his  place.  He  was  quite  prepared  to  put  the  proposal  to  the 
room  that  the  drug-auctions  should  in  future  be  held  once  a 
month  up  to  the  day  beFore,  when  he  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Devitt  (Messrs  Lewis  &  Peat),  in  which  he  said  that  a 
meeting  had  been  held  by  the  brokers,  at  which  Mr.  Devitt 
was  Chairman,  and  a  re-olution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Daltonand 
seconded  by  Mr  Youn i,  viz, :  — 

That  the  Chairman  should  write  and  request  the  druggists 
(both  home  and  export)  to  arrange  a  meeting  between  them  and 
the  drug-brokers  and  importers  to  discuss  the  question  of 
monthly  drug-sales,  thus  obviating  any  discussion  at  the  next 
auctions  (September  28). 

Mr.  Horner  said  be  took  the  resolution  round  the  day 
before,  and  spoke  to  many  of  the  buyers,  and  the  bulk  of 
them  were  in  favour  of  deferring  the  discussion.  But  why 
did  not  the  importers  themselves  attend  the  meeting,  so 
that  they  could  be  heard  oa  the  subject,  and  not  communi- 
cate through  the  brokers  1  (Hear,  hear.)  He  favoured  the 
idea  that  the  discassion  should  be  deferred  until  they 
had  met  the  brokers,  as  desired  by  them  ;  and  proposed 
that  there  should  be  no  discussion  on  this  matter  at  all  to- 
day, but  that  the  brokers  should  be  met  as  desired. 

Mr.  Devitt  (Chairman)  was  heard  to  ask  if  there  was  a 
date  fixed,  but  no  answer  was  made,  and 

Mr.  F.  H.  Lescher  formally  seconded  the  proposition. 
_  Mr.  Horner:  I  should  like  to  ask  that  there  be  no  discus- 
sion on  the  matter,  and  that  the  drug-sales  begin  immedi- 
ately. 

Mr.  Devitt  put  the  resolution  accordingly  : — 

That  the  discussion  as  to  monthly  drug-sales  should  be 
deferred  until  after  the  meeting  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
brokers  with  a  view  of  consulting  the  wishss  of  the  exporters 
and  the  home-trade  druggists  upon  this  question,  that  meeting  to 
be  arranged  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  resolution  was  declared  to  be  carried  nem.  con. 

Later  in  the  day  Mr  Chas.  Umney  rose,  whilst  Mr.  Devitt 
(Lewis  &  Peat)  was  selling,  and  intimated  that  the  Drug 
Club  had  appointed  a  committee  of  wholesale  druggists  to 
meet  the  brokers  in  confidence.  The  committee  was  con- 
stituted as  follows  :— Mr.  F.  Harwood  Lescher,  the  President, 
and  Secretary  (Mr.  Coas  Umney). 

Mr.  Ziegele  (Messrs  Ziegele  &  Schneidt  &  Co.)  thereupon 
rose  and  read  the  following  names  as  forming  a  committee 
representing  the  exporters: — Messrs.  Ashmore,  Bluam, 
Samuel  Lambert,  and  Marno ;  whereupon 

Mr.  Bluhm  sugges'ed  that  Mr.  Ziegele  himself  should 
certainly  form  one  of  the  commictee — (hear,  hear) — and,  this 
being  agreed  to,  the  incident  closed, 

Mr.  Devitt  announcing  that  he  would  make  a  note  of  the 
names. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Carbolic.— Firmer  at  Id.  to  l\d.  per  lb  for  39°  to 
40°  C.  crystals  on  the  spot,  and  6£rf.  for  34°  to  35°  C. ;  B.P. 
quality  is  3d.  to  B%d.  per  lb.  A  large  business  has  been  done 
in  crurie  60°  F.  at  about  2s  to  2s.  Id.  per  gallon  ;  75°  F. 
is  2s  6%d.  to  2s.  Id.  Liquid  95  per  cent.  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Hd. 
per  gallon. 

Acid,  Citeic. — A  dull  market  at  Is.  Ed.  (second- hand)  to 
Is  b^d  (makers)  per  lb.  for  English  crystals.  Concentrated 
lemon-juice  is  lower  at  142.  per  pipe  c.  and  f. 

Acid,  Tartabic — Unchanged  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for 
English  B.P.  crystals  on  the  spot,  and  Is.  Q\d.  for  foreign. 

Alcohol. — Firmer,  highly-rec'ified  German  potato  spirit 
being  quoted  at  from  l\d.  to  8hd.  per  proof  gallon  c.i.f. 
London  according  to  brand,  for  druggists'  or  perfumers' 
quality,  exclusive  of  casks. 

Anise,  Stab — The  demand  for  some  time  past  has  been 
very  slow:  the  latest  quotation  to  arrive  is  about  85s.  per 
cwt.  c.i.f. 

Argols. — In  auction  on  Tuesday  eight  bags  of  Cape  were 
bought  in  at  50s.  per  cwt.  for  grey  and  45s.  for  pinky. 

Abeowroot. — Quiet.  In  auction  St.  Vincent  partly  sold 
at  4}d.  per  lb.  for  good,  and  good  Natal  without  reserve  at 
6d.  to  G\d. 

Benzols  — The  market  last  week  closed  firmer  at  8%d.  to 
9d.  per  gallon  for  90  per  cent.,  and  10±d.  to  lid.  for  50 
per  cent.    Pure  is  Is.  2d.  per  gallon. 

Calcium  Caebide  has  advanced  about  20s,  per  ton  this 
week,  the  current  quotation  being  19Z.  per  ton,  c.i.f.,  in> 
drums.  Makers  are  reported  busy  with  their  autumn  orders, 
and  one  continental  factory  has  had  a  temporary  break- 
down. 

Camphoe. — In  crude  there  has  been  a  moderate  inquiry,, 
with  f-ales  of  a  few  hundred  piculs  at  124s.  per  cwt.  for 
Chinese  on  the  spot,  with  further  buyers  at  122s.  6d.  Oa 
Wednesday  there  was  also  more  inquiry  for  Japanese, 
resulting  in  business  at  132s.  6d.  spot.  German  refined  is 
unaltered,  though  the  tendency  in  second-hands  is  towards- 
easier  rates,  there  being  sellers  at  320m.  per  100  kilos.,  or 
Is  5%d  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Hamburg.  English  refined  is  in 
fair  inquiiy. 

Capsicums. — Sixty-six  packages  Bombay  sold,  cherries- 
31s.,  and  large  stalky  red  at  28s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Cascaea  Sagbada. — For  old  bark  from  25s.  to  27s.  6d. 
per  cwt  is  quoted,  and  small  sales  have  been  made  at  the 
inside  figure.  No  new  bark  has  airived  yet,  but  "bear'' 
sales  have  been  made  at  17s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f. 

Chillifs— In  auction  Zanzibar  fair  red  sold  at  38s.,  and 
stalky  at  33s.  6d. 

Cinchona. — The  Vriesseveem  cinchona-bark  department 
at  Amsterdam  report  the  shipments  from  Java  from 
A.ugu-t  22  to  September  25  at  1,630  000  Amst.  lbs. ;  and  from 
January  1  to  September  25  at  7,772,403  amst.  lbs.  In  the 
dru^-auctions  good  thin  Loxa  quill  sold  at  from  9d.  to  10^?. 
Der  lb.,  and  Huanaco  quill  at  from  6d.  to  l\d  ;  15  bales  of 
flat  Cali.-aya  brought  6d.  to  7^d.  per  lb.,  according  to 
damage-;;  13  bags  of  Cartagena  sold  at  2\d.  for  first-class 
damages  and  3d.  for  sound. 

The  exports  from  Ceylon  for  the  week  ending  September  5 
were  8,922  lbs.  only,  and  from  January  1  to  September  5  they  have 
been : — 

1899  1898  1897  1896 

Lbs.  ...  483,155  690,125  486,546  863,848 
Cloves. — In  auction  of  369  bales  Zanzibar  offered  25? 
sold  chiefly  without  reserve,  at  3d  to  3%d.  for  ordinary  to 
good  fair.  P.ivately  the  market  for  Zanzibar  is  steady  with 
a  small  business,  including  October  December  delivery  at- 
3-^d  ,  and  January- March  at  3~d,  per  lb. 

Cocaine. — Very  firm  at  the  recent  advance  to  17s.  9d.  for 
100-  z  lots  of  hydrochloride,  but  makers'  agents  only  book 
o  ders  at  this  figure  subject  to  confirmation.  From  second- 
hand i here  have  been  purchases  at  ies.  6d.  to  17s  per  cz.  in 
limited  quantities,  but  there  are  now  no  sellers  at  the  inside 
figure. 
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Codeine  still  remains  in  good  inquiry  as  dealers  do  not 
appear  to  have  anticipated  tbeir  wants  before  the  advance, 
and  any  second-hand  lots  offering  ha*?e  been  eagerly  pur- 
chased ;  the  official  figures  are  from  12s.  lid.  for  contracts 
to  13s.  kd.  per  oz.  for  smaller  wholesale  quantities. 

Cream  of  Tartar  — Qaiet  at  74s.  per  n<  for  first  white 
crystals,  and  76*.  for  powder,  and  78s.  for  95  per  cent. 

Cuscus  — There  is  little  or  no  inquiry,  good  sif  ted  being 
held  for  40s.  per  cwt. 

Febri  et  Qpininje  Cit.  has  been  lowered  to  l\d.  per  oz. 
in  vials,  and  6\d.  per  oz  in  25-oz.  tins,  with  the  usual  reduc- 
tion for  100  oz.  and  500-oz.  lots. 

Galls. — In  Persian  blue  a  fair  bunnpss  has  been  done  at 
•<32s.  6d.  to  65s  ,  and  green  at  55s.  to  57s  6d.  per  c  wt.  Chinese, 
usual  shape,  are  quoted  £9s.  spot,  and  for  arrival  58s  ;  plum 
shape  62s.  c.i.f. 

Ginger. — There  was  no  demand  in  auction  and  most  of 
the  supplies  were  bought  in.  Cochin  sold  at  29s.  per  cwt. 
for  good  rough  Calicut.  Native  cut  was  bought  in  at  45s. ; 
bold  cut,  60s  ;  and  selected,  75s.  to  76s.  Common  and  dull 
washed  brought  19s.  Id.  to  2ls.,  and  ordinary  brown  rough 
•-22s.  Jamaica  partly  sold  at  63s.  for  middling  and  70s.  for 
boldish. 

Glycerin. — Yeiy  firm.  One  German  maker  has  advanced 
his  quotation  to  58s.  per  cwt.,  and  in  another  quarter  it  is 
reported  that  57s.  has  been  refused.  English  is  quoted  at 
from  53s.  to  55s.  per  cwt.  for  contract-lots. 

Gum  TrAgacanth. — For  export  there  has  been  a  good 
business  recently,  chiefly  in  Persian  fourths,  at  from  61.  15s. 
Tip  to  101.  per  cwt,  and  lower  grades  at  from  55s.  to  61  10s. 
-Seconds  have  realised  121.  5s.  to  121.  12s.  6d.,  and  thirds, 
illi.  per  cwt.  In  auction  4  bags  offered  without  reserve,  and 
sold  at  from  60s.  up  to  121.  per  cwt. 

Liquorice-hoot.  —  Eussian  decorticated  is  quoted  at 
29s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Menthol  remains  firm  at  the  advance  of  last  week.  There 
are  offers  for  shipment  near  at  hand  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i  f., 
and  the  lowest  quotation  we  hear  of  on  the  spot  at  7s  10^d  ; 
some  ask  8s.  The  Japanese  market  is  very  firm,  and  cables 
received  on  September  21  asked  7s.  10^d.,  ci.f.,  for  October- 
November  shipment  for  Kobayashi  brand  ;  second-hand 
holders  ask  7s.  8d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  September-October 
shipment.  There  has  been  a  strong  demand  this  week  both 
for  spot  and  forward  delivery. 

Morphine. — In  the  drug-auction  to-day  500  oz.  of  Smith's 
-make  were  sold  at  4s.  Id.  to  4s.  3d.  per  oz. ;  and  500  oz. 
Wick's  make  at  4s.  6d.  to  4s.  Id. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star. — Quiet,  but  firm,  with  small  sales  at 
•5s.  10.§<2.  per  lb.,  spot ;  for  arrival  6 >•.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted.  In 
auction  a  parcel  of  Ohinese  of  good  quality  was  held  for 
■  5s.  lQ\d.  per  lb.,  a  bid  of  5s.  lOd.  being  refused. 

Oil,  Cassia.— Quiet,  at  4s.  2d.  to  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  80  to 
-35  per  cent.,  c.a. 

Oil,  Cod-liver  — The  market  here  is  firmer,  in  response 
to  that  of  Bergen,  and  most  holders  ask  59s.  to  60s.  per 
barrel,  c.i.f  .  for  Norwegian  medicinal  oil. 

Beegen,  September  23. — The  market  here  has  taken  a  turn  for 
the  better,  with  a  fair  demand  for  non-congealing  oil.  Nothing  is 
now  to  be  had  below  55s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  terms,  and  it  is  pro- 
bably difficult  to  obtain  at  this  figure,  as  the  entire  stock  is  con- 
centrated in  the  hands  of  a  few  large  exporters.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  to  date  are  9,840  barrels,  against  5,690  at  the  same 
time  last  year. 

-Oils,  Fixed. — Rape  is  3d.  dearer  at  23s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  spot, 
and  refined  25s.  Raviscn  is  also  dearer  at  20s.  to  20s.  3d., 
spot.  Linseed  steady  at  22s.  for  pipes  at  waterside,  and 
•  22s.  l|rf.  landed  terms;  barrels,  22t.  3d.  Cotton,  firm  at 
16s.  6d.  for  crude,  spot,  and  18s.  to  19s.  6d.  per  cwt.  in  ordin- 
ary casks.  Cocoanut  and  Palm,  are  unchanged.  Petroleum 
has  been  a  strong  and  advancing  market,  Americans  having 
raised  their  prices  by  £d.  per  gal.,  while  Russians  are  not 
offering  at  the  moment.  American  spot  is  now  6^d.  to  Id., 
and  water-white  3\d.  to  3\d.  Russian  is  nominally  quoted 
6j(f.  per  gal. 


Oil,  Lemon,  has  been  in  fair  inquiry  for  forward  delivery  at 
3s.  id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  pure. 

Oil,  Mandarin. — The  current  quotation  is  14s.  per  lb., 
c.i.f. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — From  Japan  cables  come  higher  again 
this  week  for  dementholised,  4s.  Id.  per  lb  .  c.i  f..  beiner  n"w 
asked ;  on  the  spot  there  are  sellers  at  3s.  l±d.  to  3s  9d. 
American  HGH  oil  is  quoted  at  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  spot,  although 
importers  still  hold  out  for  a  higher  figure.  In  auction  2 
cases  of  so-called  "Wayne  County"  oil  offered  "  without 
reserve,"  and  sold  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  Another  lot  of  20  cases 
Japanese  dementholised  "  Kobayashi  "  brand  were  held  for 
3s  l\d.  per  lb.,  and  another  lot  of  10  cases  *'  Wayne  County  " 
were  bought  in  at  5s.  6d.  per  lb.  nominally. 

Oil,  Turpentine — The  market  has  advanced  about  Is.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  Ameiican  being  quoted  on  the  spot  at  38s.  per 
cwt. 

Opium. — Qaiet,  the  business  this  week  having  been  con- 
fined to  a  few  cases  of  druggists'  at  from  9s.  3d  to  9s.  6d. 
per  lb  SDOt.    Fine  Persian  is  still  quoted  at  12s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Smybna,  September  15. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  20  cases, 
as  follows  : — Fifteen  cases  new  current  tale  quale  for  the  United 
States  at  the  equivalent  of  8s.  6r?.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. ;  3  cases  old  Yerli 
for  France  at  9s.  3d.  ;  and  2  cases  Rarahissar  tale  quale  for  France 
at  9s.  Id.  Some  20  baskets  of  Yerli  were  also  taken,  subject  to 
careful  inspection  and  approval,  but  were  all  rejected  by  buyers 
owing  to  quality  not  turning  out  as  bargained  for.  Copious  rains 
have  fallen  for  about  four  days  throughout  the  whole  of  Anatolia, 
which  is  a  happy  augury  for  the  autumn  sowings.  Owing  to  these 
rains  the  market  has  calmed  down  a  little,  and  export  orders  are 
being  filled  without  any  difficulty  whatever,  and,  in  fact,  we  should 
not  at  all  be  surprised  to  see  a  slight  decline.  The  market  closed 
unchanged  with  buyers.  The  arrivals  of  opium  in  Smyrna 
amount  now  to  1,780  cases,  against  762  at  the  same  time  last 
year. 

Pimento.— Qaiet  but  firm.  Of  379  bags  offered  in  auction 
a  few  lots  sold  at  3^d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary,  3^d.  for  fair,  and 
3|i.  for  good. 

Potash  Permanganate. — Quotations  appear  to  be  widely 
different,  as  much  as  57s  6d.  being  asked  for  one  well-known 
brand  of  small  crystals,  and  62*.  6d.  for  large,  against  50s. 
for  smill  in  another  quarter.  We  understand  that  contacts 
have  been  booked  at  the  high  figures.  There  have,  however, 
been  sales  of  other  brands  at  50s.  per  cwt.  for  small  crystals, 
for  delivery  next  year. 

Quicksilver. — Very  firm,  at  81. 12s  6d.  per  bottle  from 
importers.  There  is  some  talk  of  an  advance.  In  second- 
hand 6d.  less  will  buy. 

Quinine — Lower.  The  English  and  German  manufac- 
turers on  September  23  reduced  their  quotation  by  Id. 
per  cz  to  Is  Id.  for  100-oz.  lots.  Howard's  list  prices  are 
now  Is.  3d.  in  100-oz.  tins,  and  Is.  id.  in  vials  in  l,C00-oz. 
lots.  Whiffen's  prices  are  Is.  l\d  in  100-oz.  tine.  Howard's 
quotations  for  the  more  important  salts  in  1-oz.  vials  are  now 
as  follows  :— Hydrochloride,  Is.  9\d  ;  hydrnbromide,  Is.  9\d. ; 
hypnphosphite,  2s.  6d  ;  phosphate,  Is.  ll^d.  ;  salicylate, 
1*.  9%d. ;  tannate,  Is.  2d  ;  and  valerianate,  2s.  per  oz. 
100-cz  lots,  in  one  tin,  are  charged  id.  per  oz.  less.  The 
second-hand  market  has  been  quiet,  and  prices  have  again 
dropped.  The  business  done  this  week  being  mostly  for 
December  delivery,  at  10^d.  to  lid.  per  oz.,  and  on  Wednes- 
day there  were  sellers  at  the  lower  figure.  To-day  15  000  oz. 
reported  sold  at  10^d  spot.  It  is  stated  that  makers  will 
again  reduce  their  quotation  immediately  after  the  Amster- 
dam bark  auctions.    Pelletier's  brand  is  quoted  Is.  i\d. 

Senega — Very  firm  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  without 
engagement.  About  20  bales  have  arrived  this  week,  but 
they  were  sold  "  for  arrival." 

Shellac. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  1,064  cases  were  offered, 
of  which  480  sold.  Second  orange  met  with  a  fair 
demand,  and  fully  two-thirds  were  disposed  of  at  a  decline 
of  Is.  to  2s.  per  cwt.  on  previous  sales'  rates,  fair  TN  now 
being  quoted  at  52s.  The  prices  realised  were  as  follows  : — 
Second  orange,  good  palish  blocky,  63s.,  fair  reddish  free, 
62s  6d.,  medium  red  to  fair,  but  cakey,  61s.  to  62s.,  ordinary 
weak  red,  60s.  to  61s  ,  common  weak  flat  red  livery,  59s.  to 
60s.,  and  low  weak  liver,  58s.  to  57s.  Button,  dark  circle  2, 
60s. 
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Sticklac — Of  19  cases  Madras  offered  in  auction,  10  of 
(pale  small  sold  at  51s. 

Tuemebic  remains  very  firm,  but  little  business  has  been 
done  owing  to  high  prices.  Fair  Bengal  is  quoted  23s.,  good 
bright  Madras  linger  35s.,  fair  Chinese  finger  25s.,  and  Cochin 
.-split  bu  bs  lis.  per  cwt. 

Valeeian. — Supplies  of  this  root  on  the  Continent  have 
been  almost  disposed  of  owing  to  the  exceptionally  poor 
•harvest  this  year,  which  is  about  two-thirds  that  of  last 
season. 

Veemilion. — Chinese  "  Tien  Hing "  brand  has  sold  at 
■2s.  2d.  per  lb. 

London  Drug-auctions. 

Although  eighteen  brokers  offered  goods  tc-day  the 
-aggregate  quantity  was  only  small,  and  not  a  few  of  the 
lots  had  been  brought  forward  at  previous  auctions.  A 
good  assortment  of  Seychelles  vanilla,  mostly  of  new  crop, 
was  taken  first,  after  which  followed  a  short  discussion  on 
the  proposed  monthly  drug-sales,  which  has  been  the  chief 
topic  of  conversation  in  the  "  Lane "  this  week.  Buyers 
were  keen  for  Tinnevelly  senna,  as  usual,  and  practically 
•everything  was  sold.  Curac;ao  aloes  (including  70  boxes 
catalogued  as  '  Barbados")  was  in  good  supply,  as  were 
•  also  calumba,  gum  arabic,  rhubarb,  Madagascar  and  Zanzibar 
beeswax.  The  following  table  shows  the  business  done 
publicly,  the  figures  referring  to  original  packages  : — 

Offered  Sold 

Kino    16  ...  0 

Kola-nuts                   5  ...  0 

Lime-juice    10  ...  0 

Liquorice-juice    ...      8  ...  0 

root    72  ...  0 

Loofahs   13  ...  1 

Manna    4  ...  4 


Offered 

ooiu. 

10  ... 

0 

-Almonds,  bitter  ... 

13  ... 

0 

65  ... 

41 

220  ... 

150 

15  ... 

6 

50  ... 

0 

6  ... 

o 

157  ... 

10 

32  ... 

0 

Antimony  (crude) 

40  ... 

0 

84  ... 

0 

7  ... 

7 

38  ... 

0 

78  ... 

0 

Balsam,  Copaiba... 

6  ... 

0 

14  ... 

3 

■Benzoin — 

33  ... 

33 

12  ... 

u 

Sumatra  and 

148  ... 

42 

1  ... 

0 

14  ... 

2 

139  ... 

49 

Cannabis  indica  ... 

117  ... 

0 

220  ... 

138 

1  ... 

0 

72  ... 

72 

5  ... 

0 

17  ... 

0 

Cocculus  indicU3 ... 

65  ... 

0 

17  ... 

0 

39  ... 

0 

30  ... 

30 

Cuttlefish-bone  ... 

25  ... 

20 

204  ... 

0 

'Dragon's-blood  ... 

31  ... 

0 

19  ... 

0 

Galls  

19  ... 

2 

34  ... 

0 

•  Gum  ammoniacum 

18  ... 

0 

122  ... 

3 

15  ... 

0 

25  ... 

21 

1  ... 

0 

21  ... 

0 

50  ... 

18 

10  ... 

0 

19  ... 

5 

"iHoney,  Australian 

5  ... 

0 

70  ... 

0 

34  ... 

34 

Ipecacuanha — ■ 

21  ... 

0 

42  ... 

2 

9  ... 

4 

Morphine   1,000  oz.  1,000  oz. 

Musk   13 

Nutmeg-paste   2 

Nux  vomica    17 

Oil,  anise  (star)  ...  15 

bay   1 

cajuput   10 

camphor    19 

castor  (E.  I.)   37 

cinnamon-leaf  ...  13 

citronella    3 

cod-liver   30 


eucalyptus   30 

lemon   6 


limes    19 


nutmeg 

olive 

orange 


5 
86 
2 


peppermint    37 

salad    50 

ylang  ylang    11 

Opium    11 

Orange-peel   21 

Orris-root   15 

Otto  rose    3 

Patchouli-leaves ...  5 

Quince-seed   1 

Rhatany    75 

Bhubarb    243 

Sarsaparilla— 

Honduras   5 

Jamaica    8 

Lima    34 

Mexican   70 

Scammonium    26  . 

Scammony-roots ...  60 

Senna,  Alexandrian  87 

Tinnevelly   175 

Senna-pods    1  , 

Soy,  China    75 

Squills    48 

Strophanthus    25 

Tamarinds  (E.I.)...  92 

Tonka-beans   5 

Vanilla    406 

Wax  (bees')    644 

Japan   55 

Yellow  berries   29 


5 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 

114 

0 
6 
7 
0 
0 
0 
0 

175 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

379 
354 
55 
0 


Aloes  — Cape  was  in  larger  supply  to-day  and  sold  at  21s. 
to  24s.  6d.  for  fair  to  good  seconds  partly  drossy.  Good 
bright  hard  was  bought  in  at  26s.  6d.  to  27s.  per  cwt. 
Caracao  were  also  in  moderate  supply  and  sold  ac  higher 
rates,  namely,  at  24s.  to  26s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  fair  brown  liver, 
and  from  14s.  to  19s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  common  to  black 
mixed.  Of  East  Indian  six  packages  of  good  hard  liver  in 
monkey  skins  sold  at  50s.  to  52s.  6d.  per  cwt.  No  Socotrine 
was  disposed  of,  but  sales  privately  have  been  made  at  75s. 

Amtseegeis. — A  tin  containing  4  oz.  brought  60s.  per  oz., 
and  72s  6d.  is  to  be  submitted  lcr  another  tin. 

Aniseed. — Spanish  of  new  crop  was  limited  at  25s.  per 
cwt.    Fair  clean  Russian  partly  sold  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Annatto-Seed. — A.  bid  of  l\d.  per  lb.  is  to  be  submitted 
for  13  bags  of  fair  to  good  bright  East  Indian  seed. 

Abeca-nuts. — Fair  to  bold  Ceylon  seed  was  in  moderate 
supply,  and  a  bid  of  20s.  per  cwt.  is  to  be  submitted  for  part 
of  the  parcel. 

Aegol. — Fair  pinky  Cape  all  sold  at  40s.  to  42s.  per  cwt. 

Asapetida. — Only  a  small  parcel  was  placed  on  sale  to- 
day, but  quality  on  the  whole  was  undesirable,  and  it  was 
bought  in  at  nominal  values.  Privately  slightly  almondy 
grey  and  brown  block  has  sold  at  ifrom  45s.  to  55s.  per 
cwt. 

Balsam  Pebu.— Lower  in  auction,  when  a  few  packages 
were  sold  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  fair  thick  balsam. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  was  in  better  demand  to-day,  at  the 
following  rates : — Good  seconds,  well  packed  with  small  to 
medium  almonds,  storax  flavour,  91.  10s.  to  91.  12s.  6d.  per 
cwt. ;  ordinary  seconds,  medium,  almondy  centres,  but  false 
packed,  61.  5s.  to  61.  10s.  per  cwt.  down  to  51.  17s.  6d.  for 
thirds.  All  the  Palembang  offered  was  sold  at  firm  rates, 
62s.  6d.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for  fair  and  52s.  6d.  for  com- 
moner. Siam  was  not  in  request,  and  everything  was  bought 
in  at  nominal  rates. 

Buchu-leaves  remain  scarce,  and  high  prices  are  asked, 
there  being  no  direct  imports  of  late,  and  the  general 
opinion  is  that  still  higher  rates  will  be  seen.  About  half  of 
the  round  leaves  offered  to-day  were  of  poor  quality,  mostly 
discoloured,  and  were  held  at  5d.  per  lb.  The  remaining 
7  bales  of  fair  to  good  round  green  leaf  realised  the  extreme 
price  of  Id.  to  3d.  per  lb. 

Calumba. — In  better  demand,  ordinary  and  dull  natural 
sorts  (a  scarce  article)  selling  at  19s.  6d.  to  20s.  per  cwt. ; 
ditto,  partly  country  damaged,  16s. ;  and  second-class  sea 
damaged,  lis. ;  good  bold  washed  was  held  for  45s. ;  and 
small  yellow  ditto  at  24s.  per  cwt.  Privately  business 
has  been  done  in  fair  sorts  at  19s.  to  19s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Cannabis  Indica. — A  few  bales  have  been  sold  by 
private  treaty  at  U.  to  Q\d.  per  lb  ,  but  no  business  was  done 
publicly. 

Cabdamoms. — In  better  demand  to-day  at  full-up  prices. 
The  following  rates  were  paid  : — Ceylon- My  sores,  medium  to 
bold  fine  pale,  3s.  2d.  to  3s.  6d. ;  good  medium  pale,  2s.  9d.  to 
3s.  Id. ;  small  to  medium  ditto,  2s.  4<2.  to  2s.  6d. ;  small  pale, 
2s.  Id.  to  2s.  2d.  ;  small  brownish,  Is.  8d.  ;  good  splits, 
Is.  lid. ;  splits  and  pickings,  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  6d.  Ceylon- 
Malabar,  lean  brown,  Is.  9d.  to  2s.  ;  and  pickings,  Is.  6d. 
per  lb.  Seed,  according  to  quality,  from  2s.  to  2s.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Coca-leaves. — Good  clean  Huanoco  leaves  were  held  for 
Is  6d.  per  lb. 

Colocynth. — Medium  to  bold  Turkey  apple  was  limited 
at  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  8d.  per  lb.,  according  to  holder. 

Cubebs. — Brown,  dusty,  and  stalky  berries  were  offered 
without  reserve,  and  sold  at  19s.  to  19s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Cuttlefish-bone.— Medium  white  Bombay  bone  sold  at 
3d.  per  lb. 

Deagon's-blood. — There  is  a  fair  supply  in  the  ware- 
houses, but  most  of  it  is  of  ordinary  quality,  and  some 
parcels  are  about  landing.  No  business  was  done  publicly, 
fine  bright  picked  again  being  bought  in  at  221.  per  cwt.,  a 
tid  of  15Z.  10s.  being  refused.  A  bid  of  9/.  is  to  be  submitted 
for  ordinary  lump  of  dull  colour.  Keed  gum  has  sold  in  a 
small  way  at  112.  10s.  per  cwt. 
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Eegot  of  Eye. — Six  bags  of  medium  to  bold  rather 
wormy  Spanish  were  held  for  Is.  lid.  to  2s.  per  lb.,  and  13 
bags  Russian  at  2s.  to  2s  2d.  per  lb.  ; 

Gum  Ababic  — In  slightly  better  demand  in  auction,  when 
good,  bold,  pale,  picked  (soft)  Turkey  sold  at  11.  2s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  subject  to  seller's  approval.  Good  Turkey  sorts 
realised  80s.  per  cwt.,  and  yellowish  were  limited  at  75s. 
A  case  of  good  pale  picked  Trieste  gum  brought  61  12s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.,  and  good  bold  picked  Aden  catalogued  for  auction 
had  been  sold  privately.  Privately  further  sales  of  so-called 
Persian  insoluble  sorts  have  been  made,  at  20s.  to  21s. 
per  cwt. 

Gum,  Gamboge  was  again  partly  offered  "  without 
reserve,"  and'eight  cases  of  fair  loose  Singapore  pipe,  partly 
run,  mostly  bright,  orange  fracture  found  a  buyer  at 
31.  2s.  Qd.  to  81.  5s.  Five  cases  of  dull  blocky  pickings,  also 
offered  without  reserve,  brought  11.  to  11.  2s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
For  another  lot  of  pickings  Ql.  12s.  Qd.  to  ll,  per  cwt.  was 
paid. 

Gum  Kino. — Three  boxes  fair  bright  Geylon  gum,  partly 
blocky,  were  bought  in  at  3s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Gum  Mybbh. — The  only  sale  effected  to-day  was  in  very 
common  dark  sorts,  which  brought  25s.  per  cwt.,  and 
sittings,  20s.  Privately,  there  has  been  more  demand, 
resulting  in  sales  of  medium  Aden  sorts,  at  50s.  to  52s.  Qd. 
per  cwt. 

Honey. — Jamaican  honey  was  in  very  small  supply  and 
realised  higher  price?,  fair  dark  syrup  realising  23s.  to  25s  , 
and  another  lot  of  rather  dirty  amber-colour  brought  21s.  to 
21s.  Qd.    Honolulu  was  limited,  at  25s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha —Neglected,  but  very  firmly  held.  The 
only  sales  in  auction  were  a  bale  of  first-class  damaged 
lean  and  wiry  Eio  root,  which  brought  14s  ,  and  a  bale  of 
second-class  damaged,  mouldy,  at  14s.  3d.  per  lb.,  subject. 
No  Cartagena  was  sold,  everything  being  bought  in  at  lis. 
to  lis  Qd.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality  and  holder.  Pri- 
vately, there  have  been  small  sales  of  both  descriptions. 

Kamala.— A  parcel  of  fair  quality,  offered  without  re- 
serve, sold  at  Qd.  per  lb. 

Manna.— Four  cases  of  fair  sorts  offered  without  reserve, 
and  sold  at  Qhd.  per  lb.    No  good  white  flake  was  offered. 

Musk. — Two  caddies  of  small  to  bold  thin  skin,  two  or 
three  broken,  fairly  dry,  were  bought  in  at  65s.  per  oz. ;  thin 
skin  grey,  several  broken,  fairly  dry,  but  unsightly,  sold  at 
45s.,  subject ;  small  to  bold,  thick  skin,  grey  and  damp,  were 
bought  m  at  35s.,  a  bid  of  25s.  being  refused.  Three 
caddies,  offered  without  reserve,  and  consisting  of  low  Pile  3, 
half-peiished  and  wormy,  found  a  buyer  at  5s.  per  oz.,  without 
reserve. 

Oil,  Bay. — One  tin  from  Barbados  brought  6s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Castob. — The  feature  of  this  article  was  the  offering 
of  10  tins  good  pale  Bast  India  firsts,  which  were  limited  at 
3'\d.  per  lb.  ;  yellow  seconds  ditto  ware  held  for  3\d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Ylang  Ylang — Two  brokers  offered  this  somewhat 
scarce  article,  but  no  business  was  done  publicly,  10  bottles 
"  Jimenez  "  brand  of  good  quality  being  held  for  4s.  per  oz. 
Another  case  of  10  bottles  "  M.C. '  brand  was  bought  in  at 
6s.  per  oz. 

OaANGE-PEEL — In  extremely  small  supply,  but  neglected, 
Maltese  strip  being  bought  in  at  5d.  to  Qd.  per  lb.,  according 
to  quality. 

Obbis-BOOT. — The  only  kind  offered  was  dull  brown  Verona 
root,  for  which  20s.  per  cwt.  was  wanted. 

Quince  Seed  — A  bag  of  very  wormy  Cape  sold  at  Is.  2a!. 
per  lb. 

Rhubabb  — There  was  a  good  demand  for  hijb-dried  to- 
day at  about  2d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  lower  prices.  Medium  to  good 
bold  flat  high  dried,  even  pinky  fracture,  brought  l\d.  to  8\d. 
per  lb  ;  grey  ditto,  3d  ;  small  flat  three-quarter  pinky,  quarter 
grey  fracture,  l^d.  to  8d.  per  lb.  ;  good  medium  and  bold, 
half  pinky  and  grey,  half  dark  fracture,  3d.  to  8\d,  per  lb. 
Common  round  rough,  half  grey,  balf  dark  fracture,  b^d.  per 
lb.  ;  bold  flat  Canton,  half  pinky,  half  grey  and  dark,  3d.  per 
lb.,  subject  to  app  oval. 


Sabsapabilla. — Genuine  grey  Jamaica  root  is  extremely 
scarce.  Only  5  bales  were  offered  in  auction,  and  these  sold 
at  Is.  5(2.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  for  first-class  country  damaged 
Lima-Jamaica  was  represented  by  34  bales,  all  damaged. 
These  were  mostly  bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  six  bales  of 
lc.c.  d.  selling  at  ll^d.  to  Is.,  and  coarse  at  9a.  per  lb.  Five 
serons  of  C  J.B.  Honduras  were  held  for  Is  3d.  per  lb.,  and 
70  bales  of  Mexican  were  limited  at  5%d.  per  lb.,  a  bid  of  5d. 
being  refused. 

Senna — Tinnevelly:  The  offerings  being  again  small, 
the  competition  was  exceedingly  strong,  and  prices  paid 
were  Id.  per  lb.  and  upwards  dearer  than  last  sale,  small 
greenish  leaf  which  then  realised  2%d  fetching  to-day  up 
to  3j«\  Bolder  grades  sold  up  to  Id.  per  lb.  for  quality 
which  la9t  sale  fetched  5d.  only.  The  following  was  the 
range  of  prices : — Medium  to  bold  good  green  leaf,  4|o'.  to 
Id.  per  lb.,  and  fair  medium  green  to  ordinary  small  and 
brownish,  3d.  to  <\\d.  per  lb.  Alexandrian  was  in  moderate 
supply  to-day,  but  few  sales  were  made  owing  to  the  high 
prices  asked.  A  bale  of  pods  sold  at  5\d.  per  lb.  Privately 
Alexandrian  has  been  in  fair  inquiry,  business  including 
half-leaf  up  to  4o\  per  lb.  By  the  s  s.  Caleionia,  due  on 
September  30,  142  bales  of  Tinnevelly  leaf  will  arrive. 

Squills. — For  fair  to  good  dry  white  from  2\d.  to  3i. 
per  lb.  is  wanted. 

Vanilla. — The  bulk  of  the  offerings  to  day  consisted  of 
Seychelles,  new  crop,  and  practically  everything  was  sold  at 
full  to  dearer  rates,  the  following  being  some  of  the  prices 
paid  : — Seychelles :  good  brown  chocolate,  7§  to  8  inch,  28s. ; 
7  to  8  inch  27s  ;  7  to  71  inch,  26s.,  26s.  Q~d  ,  27s  ;  6  to  7| 
inch,  25s  .  25s  Qd.;  5h  to  Qh  inch,  24s.  Qd. ;  4|  to  5  inch", 
24s.  Qd  ;  5  to  5|  inch,"25s.  Qd. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Almost  all  varieties  were  offered  to-day, 
and  sold  at  about  unchanged  rates.  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  packages  of  Madagascar  wax  were  offered,  of  which  the 
bulk  were  sold  at  Ql.  Is.  Qd.  to  Ql  10s  per  cwt.  for  fair  to 
good  brown  quality,  and  6Z.  2s  Qd.  to  Ql  5s.  for  dark  ditto. 
Jamaica :  Ordinary  brown  to  good  bright  red  sold  at 
61.  Is.  Qd.  to  61.  15s.  per  cwt ,  and  good  brown  to  yellow 
Zanzibar  at  61.  Is.  Qd  to  Ql  10s.  Good  white  to  grey 
Australian  brought  6/.  10s.  to  11.  5s  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Japanese. — A.  parcel  of  dullish  pale  squares,  offered 
without  reserve,  sold  at  from  28s.  to  28s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
Privately  30s.  spot  is  wanted  for  good  pale. 


domino  Events. 


Monday,  October  2. 

School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  Opening  of 
the  winter  session  and  distribution  of  prizes,  at  3  p.m.  Pro- 
fessor D.  J.  Leech,  M.D.,  will  address  the  students,  and  the 
prizes  will  be  distributed  by  the  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 

Dublin..    Annual  meeting,  at  7.30  p!m. 
Boyal  Photographic  Society.    Annual  exhibition  in  the  gallery 

of  the  Royal  Society  of  Painters  in  Water- Colours,  Pall  Mall 

East,  from  10  to  5. 
The  Photographic  Salon,  Dudley  Gallery,  Piccadilly,  AV.,  10 

to  5. 

Tuesday,  October  3. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  Annual  dinner  in  the 
Gresham  Hotel,  Dublin,  at  7  p.m.    Reception  at  6.45. 

West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy.  Opening  lecture  by 
Mr.  T.  Maben  in  the  Christian  Institute,  Glasgow,  at  9.15  P.M., 
Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  in  the  chair. 

Thursday,  October  5 

The  Wootton  Complimentary  Dinner,  at  the  Hotel  Metropole 
at  7  P.M.  Lieut.-Colonel  and  Sheriff  Clifford  Probyn  in  the 
chair.  Dinner  tickets  (one  guinea  each)  may  be  had  from 
Secretaries,  157  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 

Friday,  October  6 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices 
Association.  General  meeting  in  Masonic  Chambers,  100 
West  Regent  Street,  at  9.15  p.m. 


